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Illuminating the legislative history 
behind the Federal Arts Project

American Memory: Online resources 
from the Library of Congress

Public Works of Art Project (PWAP) organized 
on December 8, 1933

Federal Emergency Relief Act, May 12, 1933
Treasury Relief Art Project (TRAP) 1934 – 1935

Works Progress Administration (WPA)/Federal 
Arts Project (FAP) 1935 – 1939
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NMSU’s Branson Library holds a wealth of 
historical record that makes this possible. 

Individual New Deal Documents (print)
Catalog of Government Publications (print)

United States Statutes at Large (print)
Congressional Record (print)

Congressional Serial Set (print & online)

Highlighted Document:

Public Works of Art Project. Report of the 
assistant secretary of the Treasury to Federal 
Emergency Relief Administrator, December 8, 
1933-June 30, 1934.  Doc #T 1.30:R 29

This document is the original report that contains 
photos of the art work with a regional breakdown. 
Arizona/New Mexico is Region #13. Two of the 
photos are of the work of New Mexico/Colorado 
artists.

See the original document on display in the Branson Library
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New Mexico and
Arizona were 
in Region #13
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Our Lady of Light by
Region 13 artist  (New

Mexico): Jose Dolores Lopez

NMSU’s newest Government Documents 
resource

Database coverage: 1817 – 1980
“The U.S. Congressional Serial Set is an 

incomparably rich, yet largely untapped 
collection of primary source material detailing 
all aspects of American history..”

-- http://www.readex.com/readex/product.cfm?product=9
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Basic information to find and use the online Serial Set

Scroll to and highlight title. Then choose “Go There.”
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From here it is possible to search by keyword (Depression), search within a 
specific Congress (such as 73rd Congress), find a specific Act (Federal 
Emergency Relief Act, 1933). With some delving and cross-referencing with 
other materials in the Government Documents Department, it is possible
to search out the legislative history for historic Congressional decisions.
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Here you can view the entire 
document, view, print or export 
the citation as well as download 

pages.  Please ask in the Government
Documents Department at Branson 

Library for help with further 
research.

Note: for earlier Congresses be sure 
to search our new online resource:

American State Papers, 1789-1838
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The event which took place on April 4, 2009 
was part of a series of events planned to fulfill 
a grant that had been awarded to NMSU 
librarians Mardi Mahaffy and Sylvia Ortiz.
We collaborated with Branigan Public Library 
and Branigan Cultural Center, Las Cruces.
The hour-long storytelling was a single event 
in an all day presentation of dancing, quilting, 
history, food, social customs and oral history 
collection concerning New Mexico in the 1930s.

Slaves, Sidekicks and Healers:
Women’s Stories collected by the 

WPA
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Storytellers of Las Cruces – an organization that 
dates back to the 1920s
Edited collections of WPA stories:

Witch Stories of New Mexico: Folklore of New 
Spain
Outlaws and Desperados: A New Mexico 
Federal Writer’s Project Book
Women’s Tales from the New Mexico WPA: La 
Diabla a Pie
Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies Among 
the Georgia Coastal Negroes

Library of Congress American Memory collection

Two hundred eighteen oral histories that were 
collected in New Mexico by the WPA during 
the Depression are available at the American 
Memory web site from the Library of Congress

-- http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
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WPA Slave Narratives from American Memory

Hear the story of Sarah Gudger told at our 11:00 
storytelling session: Slaves, Sidekicks and Healers: 

Women’s Stories Collected by the WPA
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Hear the story of Tempie
Cummins at our 11:00

Storytelling: Slaves, 
Sidekicks and Healers: 

Women’s Stories 
Collected by the WPA

From the Office of the New Mexico State Historian
http://newmexicohistory.org/placitas/placitas_project.s
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La casa de la Curandera

Hear the story of the Curandera, Jesusita at our 11:00 
storytelling: Slaves, Sidekicks and Healers: Women’s 

Stories Collected by the WPA

From the Office of the New Mexico State Historian
http://newmexicohistory.org/placitas/placitas_proect.swf

Dotty Ormes
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