
Digital Formats and Reader Software 

eBook files come in a variety of formats for use on various handheld devices, tablets, 
eBook readers and software. The Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP) 
enables users to access eBook titles in EPUB and MOBI formats, and also provides 
access to many in PDF formats. 

The information below is provided as guidance only.  Be sure to choose the correct file 
format for your device and eBook reading software program and follow the instructions 
for your specific device or software. 

Transferring Files to an eBook Reading Device 

To read an eBook file downloaded from the CGP on a dedicated eBook reading device, 
tablet, or mobile device, users will first need to download the file to a computer.  Once 
the file has been downloaded it can be manually copied to a device. 

 

DIGITAL FILE FORMATS  
 
EPUB Format 

EPUB (short for electronic publication) is a free and open eBook standard by the 
International Digital Publishing Forum that is based on XHTML, XML and 
CSS.  EPUB eBook files have the extension .epub. 

EPUB is a common eBook format and can be read on many devices. 

MOBI Format 
MOBI format originated as a product of MobiPocket, as an ebook format for their 
MobiPocket Reader application.   Amazon then acquired the company and made 
MOBI the primary eBook file format for Amazon's Kindle devices.  MOBI files 
usually have a .mobi extension, but can also have an .azw, .prc, or .pdb 
extension. 

MOBI format files can be read on Kindle devices and any other MOBI-capable 
devices or software. 

PDF Format  
Portable Document Format (PDF), created by Adobe Systems in 1993, is now an 
open standard for electronic document exchange maintained by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO). 

When documents are converted to PDF, they appear just like they would if printed. 
But unlike plain printed documents, enhanced PDF files can contain clickable links 
and buttons, form fields, video, and audio — as well as logic to help automate 
routine business processes. 



PDF is a common digital file format and can be read on many devices. 

FREE eBOOK READER SOFTWARE  

 
Below are descriptions and links to access free eBook reader software programs.  
These can be used to read eBooks downloaded from the CGP, on desktop/laptop 
computers, tablets, or mobile devices.  

Computer eBook Reader Software  
Download and install these free software programs to read eBook files on your desktop 
or laptop computer.  

Calibre is a free and open source desktop eBook library management application. 
 Supported Formats Include:  EPUB, MOBI, PDF 
 Supported Platforms:  Windows, Mac OS X, Linux 

 

Adobe Digital Editions is a free desktop eBook reader software program from Adobe 
Systems for reading EPUB and PDF documents.  

 Supported Formats: EPUB, PDF  
 Supported Platforms:  Windows, Mac OS X 

 

Sumatra PDF  is a software program for. 
 Supported Formats:  EPUB, MOBI, PDF 
 Supported Platforms:  Windows  

 
 

Mobile Device eBook Reader Applications 
Download and install these apps in order to read eBooks on your mobile device. 

Bluefire Reader  is an eBook reader app available for iOS and Andriod devices. 
 Supported Formats:  EPUB, PDF 
 Supported Platforms: 

 Download Bluefire Reader for iOS for use on iPhone, iPad or iPod Touch. 

 Download Bluefire Reader for Android for use on Android phones or tablets 
(version 2.2 and higher). 

 

FBReader is a multi-platform eBook reader that supports several free eBook formats. 
 Supported Formats: EPUB  
 Supported Platforms:  Windows, Mac OS X, Linux, Android, Blackberry 10. 

  

Cool Reader is a cross-platform XML/CSS based eBook reader for desktops and 
handheld devices. 

 Supported Formats Include: EPUB, MOBI  
 Supported Platforms: Win32, Linux, Android. 

  

http://calibre-ebook.com/
http://www.adobe.com/products/digital-editions/download.html
http://blog.kowalczyk.info/software/sumatrapdf/free-pdf-reader.html
http://www.bluefirereader.com/bfr-user-guide.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bluefire-reader/id394275498?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bluefirereader&feature=search_result
http://fbreader.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.coolreader


NeoSoar eBooks, PDF & ePub Reader is an eBook reader for Apple iOS devices.   
 Supported Formats Include: EPUB, PDF 
 Supported Platforms:  Apple Devices with iOS 5.0 or later. 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/neosoar-ebooks-pdf-epub-reader/id454929081

