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Become familiar with DTIC Online (Public)

Navigate the site
Become familiar with the search options for DTIC’s 

public Technical Reports
Become familiar with the search options for DTIC, 

DoD, Government & International Resources

Briefing Objectives



Name Access URL Description

DTIC Online Public http://www.dtic.mil Public Web page

Defense Solutions Public http://defensesolutions.gov Submit ideas to the DoD on a current 
topic

DTIC Online Access 
Controlled
(DOAC)

Limited https://www.dtic.mil -Search multiple collections
-Links to Private STINET, TEMS, 
DoDTechipedia

Private STINET Limited https://dtic-stinet.dtic.mil Field Searching for DTIC TR, RS and IR&D 
-Bibs, saved searches, scheduled 
searches (alerts)

TEMS Limited https://tems-iac.dtic.mil Search the IAC collections

DoDTechipedia Limited https://www.dodtechipedia.mil DoD wiki to encourage collaboration and 
information sharing among the S&T 
community.

DTIC Online SIPRNET 
(unclassified)

SIPRNET http://www.dtic.smil.mil -Unclassified DTIC Homepage on the 
SIPRNET
-Link to Classified STINET

Classified STINET SIPRNET https://dtic-stinet.dtic.smil.mil -All TR, RS, and IR&D
-Classified citations and some full text 
classified documents

DoDTechnipedia 
SIPRNET

SIPRNET https://www.dodtechipedia.smil.mil Collaborate in the SIPRNET environment

TEMS Secret SIPRNET https://ctems.dtic.smil.mil IAC collections

DTIC Online Systems

Find Many Subject Areas

The scope of DTIC's scientific and technical (S&T) collection 
covers all areas of defense research, including biological
and medical science, environmental pollution and 
control, and behavioral and social science. The collection also 
contains Department of Defense (DoD) directives and 
instructions, budget information, conference and symposia
proceedings, patents and patent applications, and other 
topics of interest.



Navigate the Site

DTIC Online (Public)  
http://www.dtic.mil

Site navigation



DTIC Online (Public)  
http://www.dtic.mil

New link takes you to a description of 
DTIC Online Access Controlled with 
option to logon if you are registered.

DTIC Online 
Search

Search options



Banner Search

Another option for MultiSearch

Link takes you to the 
Advanced Search 
option for 
MultiSearch



More Search Options

Searches the same content 
as in the banner search.
DoD Sites & Collections
Technical Reports
DTIC Web Site

Search Options for Technical 
Reports (TR) – Customized 

Interface



Search DTIC’s Public 
Technical Reports

Search Technical Reports collection 
with customized interface for this 
specific collection.

Search DTIC’s Public TR     
Simple Search

Look of Public STINET 
and Private STINET

Uses FAST not Verity 
search language



TR Results

To find a phrase or 
terms adjacent to 
each other:

Enclose the 
terms in quotes
Ex: “chemical 
warfare”

Terms/phrases 
are ANDed

Example Search: 
terror* and 
“chemical warfare”
in the title

Search DTIC TR
Guided Search - Phrase



TR Results

New search language 
– FAST is the search 
engine

Search DTIC TR
Guided Search

The Default for
Sort in three 
search 
interfaces 
(Quick, Guided, 
Advanced) to  
Report Date in 
Descending 
Order.



Search DTIC TR
Guided Search

Field searching
with pull down 
boxes

Boolean 
operators 

Don’t mix 
ANDs and ORs

Search DTIC TR
Combination Searches

Combination
Searches:

Select: 
Narrative in the 
pull down box 

NAR: 
Searches
title, abstract, 
descriptive note 
field and 
supplemental 
note field.



Search DTIC TR
Combination Search Results

New search language –
FAST is the search 
Engine.

Search DTIC TR
Guided Search – Author Search

Don’t Forget to 
place quotes
around the 
search statement
(phrase).



Search DTIC TR
Getting Started

To find one or more terms: Type terms in the search box
with an OR between the words.

radar retrieves results that contain the term radar

homeland  or security retrieves results that contain either the term
homeland or the term security or both terms

NOTE: homeland security retrieves only results that contain both terms

To find a phrase or adjacent terms: Enclose the adjacent
terms or phrase in quotes.

“secretary of defense” retrieves results that contain the exact match of the 
phrase

Search DTIC TR
Getting Started

Singular and Plural: Lemmatization/Stemming: Presently   
automatically searches for singulars and plurals

Lemmatization (Stemming) presently searches for singulars and plurals 
but will be expanded to include more suffixes. A search for any term 
should find its singular and plural.

•Tank also finds tanks
Double quotes will turn off lemmatization.

•“tanks” searches only for the word tanks and does not search 
for tank.

Lemmatization is not working in the Title and Author boxes on the 
More Search Options page.

Case and Punctuation: Ignored



Search DTIC TR
Author Search

Authors vary the forms of their names and are entered “as is”
on submitted documents. Search an author’s name more than
one way.

• Invert the name
• Place quotes around the search statement (phrase) Use no other 
punctuation

To find all versions of a name, it is recommended to use this 
broad search and leave out the middle initial since the author 
may not have used it.

“smith r” or “smith robert”
Smith, Robert Smiths, R Smith, R Daniel 
Smith, Robert Q Smith, R S Smith, R Allen
Smith, Robert Dale Smith, R D

Search DTIC TR
Accession Number

Accession Document (AD) number is assigned
to each item added to the DTIC Technical Reports Collection
for the purpose of identification, control, and retrieval.

• Pack the number removing all spaces and punctuation and any
characters after the 6-digit number.

• For this site, AD denotes an accession number and is considered part
of the number for searching.

• All AD numbers consist of a total of 9 alphanumeric characters.  This
site adds the leading 0 (zero) to the older documents.  You may find 
AD numbers listed in other documents without the leading 0 (zero) 
but to search this site, you must add the 0 (zero).

– Examples:
• Enter AD786753 as AD0786753
• Enter AD-A346 513 as ADA346513
• Enter A000009 as ADA000009



Search DTIC TR

How to find those other subjects of 
interest:

Use DTIC’s Fields and Groups 

Use the DTIC Thesaurus

Search DTIC TR - Guided 
Search

In the pull down box, 
select Fields and Groups.

Search the Thesaurus for 
descriptors (subject terms)



Search DTIC TR - Subject 
Searching Field & Groups

Fields & Groups are also known as Subject Categories and are used 
for grouping documents by scientific and technical subjects.

01 Aviation Technology 
02 Agriculture 
03 Astronomy and Astrophysics 
04 Atmospheric Sciences 
05 Behavioral and Social Sciences 
06 Biological and Medical Sciences 
07 Chemistry 
08 Earth Sciences and Oceanography 
09 Electrotechnology and Fluidics 
10 Power Production and Energy Conversion (Nonpropulsive) 
11 Materials 
12 Mathematical and Computer Sciences 
13 Mechanical, Industrial, Civil and Marine Engineering 
14 Test Equipment, Research Facilities and Reprography 
15 Military Sciences 
16 Guided Missile Technology 
17 Navigation, Detection and Countermeasures 
18 Nuclear Science and Technology 
19 Ordnance 
20 Physics 
21 Propulsion, Engines and Fuels 
22 Space Technology 
23 Biotechnology 
24 Environmental Pollution and Control 
25 Communications 

Search DTIC TR - Subject 
Searching

Field 05: Behavioral and Social Sciences
0501 Administration and Management 
0502 Information Science 
0503 Economics and Cost Analysis 
0504 Government and Political Science 
0505 Sociology and Law 
0506 Humanities and History 
0507 Linguistics 
0508 Psychology 
0509 Personnel Management and Labor Relations



Search DTIC TR - Search 
Strategy for Fields & Groups   

If the Field & Group you’re searching is less than six digits, add 
zeros to the end of the number to make it six digits long. 

Examples: 

To find all documents in the Field, Behavioral & Social 
Sciences, search 05*.

Searched for: FG:(05*) = Results 123603 from 909582

To find all documents in the Group, Humanities and 
History, search 0506* or 050600 

Searched for: FG:(0506*) = Results 17418 from 909582

To find all documents in the Group, Psychology, search 
0508* or 050800. 

Searched for: FG:(0508*) = Results 17120 from 90958

Search DTIC TR - Search 
Strategy for Fields & Groups   

Search Strategy for searching 
Fields & Groups        



Search DTIC TR - Searching 
Fields & Groups        

Number of results
Search language
View citation or full 

text

Search DTIC TR - Searching 
Fields & Groups        



Search DTIC TR - Subject 
Searching 

Field 06: Biological and Medical Sciences
0601 Biochemistry 
0602 Genetic Engineering and Molecular Biology 
0603 Biology 
0604 Anatomy and Physiology 
0605 Medicine and Medical Research 
0606 Ecology 
0607 Radiobiology 
0608 Food, Food Service and Nutrition 
0609 Hygiene and Sanitation 
0610 Stress Physiology 
0611 Toxicology 
0612 Medical Facilities, Equipment and Supplies 
0613 Microbiology 
0614 Weapons Effects (Biological)
0615 Pharmacology

Use the same search 
strategy format for all 
Field and Group 
searching

Search DTIC TR - Subject 
Searching                  

Thesaurus - Descriptors
Search the Thesaurus
for descriptors – controlled 
vocabulary used by DTIC
catalogers.



Search DTIC TR using 
Thesaurus Descriptors

Click on the entry and
insert the descriptor into 
the TR Guided Search

Search DTIC TR using 
Thesaurus Descriptors

Subject Searching           
Thesaurus - Descriptors



Search DTIC TR using 
Thesaurus Descriptors

Subject Searching           
Thesaurus - Descriptors

Number of results
Search language
View citation or full 

text

Banner Search for Technical 
Reports (TR)



Search DTIC TR
Banner Search

Allows for an 
‘All Fields 
Search’

Search TRs for (combat or battlefields) and 
(care or wounds or injuries or trauma) 

Technical Reports Results

Search 
Statement

Number of 
results retrieved.

Total number of 
items searched.

Brief citation 
with link to citation 
or full text if 
available.

Limit search 
with pre-defined 
keywords, 
acronyms, or 
categories.



Technical Reports Results

Full text available at 
no charge.

Send handle for easy 
access.

Search Options for 
DTIC/DoD/Government and 

International Resources – the 
Banner Search



Banner Search

Open the Information 
Icon for an explanation 
of
each search option.

Brief Descriptions 
of Collections

DoD Sites and Collections – all resources

Services & Agencies – all DoD Web sites including 
the DTIC site

Technical Reports – the DTIC Public Technical 
Report database

Search Tools – the Corporate Source and DTIC 
Thesaurus from Private STINET/DTIC Online Public



Journal Articles & Conference Proceedings

Air University Library's Index to Military Periodicals 
(AULIMP) – citations of journal articles collected by Air University 
Library

National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) 
Conference Proceedings – PDFs of presentations

Staff College Automated Military Periodicals Index 
(SCAMPI) - citations of journal articles collected by Joint Forces Staff 
College

Research in Progress
Biomedical Research Database (BRD) – extracts from the 
Research Summaries collection  

Brief Descriptions 
of Collections

Budget and Planning Information

Research & Development Descriptive Summaries 
(RDDS) 2000-present – PDFs of R2 documents

DoD Congressional Budget Data – PDFs and spreadsheets 
of congressional authorizations & appropriations, FY07-present

Standards, Directives, Guidance
DoD Issuances (Directives and Instructions) – the WHS 
site and search engine

Militarily Critical Technologies List (MCTL) Public –
collection of PDFs 

Brief Descriptions 
of Collections



Banner Search 

Looks for both singulars and plurals.
Assumes AND between words. 
Use AND, OR, NOT, parentheses.
Use quotes for phrases.
Use an asterisk for truncation.

DoD Sites & Collections

Searches DoD Web Sites and 
all public DTIC collections.



DoD Sites & Collections 
Results

Search 
statement

Number of 
results retrieved.

Total number of 
items searched.

Brief citation –
date indicates last 
crawl where there 
were changes.

Limit search 
with pre-defined 
terms.

View Search 
Sources

DoD Sites & Collections 
Results – Search Sources

Search Sources - Provides a list of 
results by the sources that were 
searched with the number retrieved 
from  the total number searched.



DTIC Web Site

Searches DTIC Online for 
products and services

DTIC Web Site Results

Search 
statement

Number of 
results retrieved.

Total number of 
items searched.

Brief citation –
date indicates last 
crawl where there 
were changes.

Limit search 
with pre-defined 
terms.



DTIC Web Site Results

PowerPoint Presentation 
from the 2009 DTIC Annual 
Conference.

MultiSearch

MultiSearch – searches more than 400 DoD, 
federal, commercial & international S&T 
sources. 

Not the same search as “More Search 
Options” and “DoD sites & Collection” search

Searches only public sources – Same 
search found on DTIC Online Access 
Controlled.



MultiSearch - Navigation

Search 
statement and 
number found

Navigate the 
pages

Sort by rank, 
date, title or 
author

Default to All 
Sources or 
select a source 
and its results

Source 
Status

Limit your search

MultiSearch - Navigation

Source Status (Collection 
Status) provides a list of results 
by the sources that were 
searched with the number 
retrieved from the total number 
searched.



MultiSearch - Navigation

Mark and 
view 
selections

Clear 
selections

Change 
number of 
results per 
page

Email 
results

Print

MultiSearch - Clippings

Your clippings (selections)
are not saved once you 
close your browser



MultiSearch               
Advanced Search

MultiSearch               
Advanced Search - Help



More Search Options for DTIC 
and DoD Information

More Search Options

Author/title search 
Sort options
Display options
Search all resources or by 

individual resource



More Search Options

Lists the resources that 
can be searched.

These are the same 
resources that are 
searched in the Banner 
Search using the DoD 
Sites and Collections 
option.

Default is all sources 

De-select and choose 
only the collections you 
want to search.

More Search Options

Change the defaults for 
sort and # of search 
results per page.

Default is all sources or de-
select and choose only 
collections you want to 
search.



More Search Options

Field Search options

All of these words (AND)

Any of these words (OR)

Exact phrase

Link directly to the 
source and search
using its interface.

More Search Options



Enter search strategy
Select options 
Select resources to 

search.

Perform a Search

Search Results              
TR & Journal Articles/Conference Proc 

Beware!  A search on the ‘More Search 
Options’ page appears in the banner 
search box with the default collection 
DoD Sites & Collections even though the 
search was limited to Technical Reports 
and Journal Articles & Conference 
Proceedings.



DTIC Facilitates Access
to S&T Information 

Knowledge is of two kinds.  We know a subject 
ourselves, or we know where we can find 
information on it.  -- Samuel Johnson

Scientific & Technical 

Info on DTIC Online

http://www.dtic.mil

Need Help?

DTIC Online Support
Phone: 703.767.8265; DSN 427.8265
E-mail: dtic-online@dtic.mil



Points of Contact

Candy Parker
703-767-7039
DSN: 427-7039
cparker@dtic.mil

Karen Nimerick
703-767-9072
DSN: 427-9072
knimeric@dtic.mil

Disclaimer of Endorsement

Reference herein to any specific commercial 
products, process, or service by trade name, 
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the United States 
Government.  The views and opinions of authors 
expressed herein do not necessarily state or 
reflect those of the United States Government, 
and shall not be used for advertising or product 
endorsement purposes. 


