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Patents

) Patents Process
‘Wisit the Patents Process page

@ Search
Search patent databases

@ ¥Yiew Fee Schedule
Check on the current fees and information
related ta the patent process

& File Online
Apply for a patent using the Electronic Filing
Syskem (EFS-YWeb)

@ Check Status
heck the status via the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system

{3 Maintain/Pay Fees

Pay vour maintenance fees

i@ Appeal
Leatn the appeal process via the Board of
Patent Appeals and Interferences (BPAL)

(@ Assignments
Wisit the Assignments Homepage

@ Electronic Business Center
Get web application links & help via the
Electronic Business Center (EBC)

@ Patent Prosecution Highway

@ Ombudsman Pilot Program

» More about Patents

Patents Column:
Menu of Major Links

Patents: Search

USPTO Website has two patent publication

databases:

PatFT (Patents Full-Text)
Full Text back to 1976

All patents accessible by U.S. Patent
Classification or Patent Number

AppFT (Published Patent Applications Full-

7/23/2010 Text)




PatFT and AppFT:
Interfaces

—]
Query [Help]
Term 1: |Pa6/a4.1 in Field 1: | CurrentUS Classification :v
Quick Search AND [V
Term 2: in Field 2: |AllFields v
Select years [Help]
1790 to present [entire database] :v
Query [Help]
cel/296/84.1 and shst/coaty
Advanced
Search
Select Years [Help]
1976 to prese[fulHtex]
7/23/2010

PatFT: Results List

Fefine Search colf296/84 1 and abst/caat)

PAT. NO. Title
7.42% 369 T High-impact, transparent, distortion-free polymeric sheet and windshield

5.919.536 T Wehicle window with ice removal structure thereon

5,713,478 T Highly tetrahedral amorphous carbon soating on glass
55582 799 T Laminated transparsncy

5,495,261 T Glazing panels

5391400 T Thermal control films suitable for use in glazing
5,190 776 T Heat treatable coated slass

5,180,247 T Thermally-insulating coating system

o~ ®» O = L k2
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1,506,073

Images

Tiff images of all U.S.
Patents (to 1790)
Tiff images of all U.S.
Published Patent
Applications (to

March 2001

7/25rzoT0

Patents: View Files

Public | P ——
PAIR e e S EIE S R
(Patent
Application
Information
Retrieval)
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Patents: File Electronically

EFS Unregistered

|Unregistered | Registered, | Please Read
| eFilers efilers i | Annauncements

Welcome to Electronic Patent Filing for UNREGISTERED eFILERS

m

All tterns denstad by * are raquired,

IMPORTANT: Please read Legal Framework for using EFS-Web,

A submission has not been filed officially at the USPTO until the e-filer executes the Submit function and the
idocuments are received at the USPTO Eastern Time. The Acknowledgement Receipt is evidence of this submission.

idvisory (16JAND9): Advisory (16JANO9): Effective Jan 21 at 9:004M, Eastern Time, SSL v2.0 will be disabled to comply
lwith Payment Card Industry Data Security Standards. See Announcements for more infarmation.,

Sign-on as an UNREGISTERED eFILER

[* e-Filer Last Name:

[* e-Filer First Name:

[* e-Filer E-Mail Address:
*Main Functions

O Mew application
(This includes new fifings of conth
exarmination (RCE) and continued

Select Digital Certificate |
registered eFiler.)

Enter Password:

O Eristing application/patent

7/23/2010

User Authentication

Browse...

Patents: View Assignments

Reel/Frame Number:

Patent Number:
Publication Number:
Assignor Name:
Assignor Index:
Assignee Name:

Assignee Index:

Assignor/Assi

nee Name:

procter and gamble|

The database contains all recorded Patent Assignment
information from August 1980 to current week.

7/23/2010
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Patents: View
Guides/Manuals

ﬁ Manual of Classification online

A. Access Classification Info by Class/Subclass HELP
1 Enter a US Patent Classification...

/

Class (required)/Subdass (aptionsl)
g, 704/1 or 48271

2. Select what you want...
® Class Schedule (HTML)
© Printable version of Class Schedule (PDF)
O Class Definition (HTML)
© Printable version of Class Definition (PDF)
O US-to-1PCAE Concordance (HTML)
© US-to-IPCE Concordance (PDF)

O Us-to-Lacarno Concordance

3, l Submit ] [ Reset ]

Manual of
PATENT
EXAMINING
PROCEDURE

Onginal Eighth Edition, August 2001
Latest Revision September 2007

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

7123/2010
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Federal Register Notices
Proposed Rule Changes
Federal Laws (U.S. Code)

Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR)

Final Decisions of the Board of
Patent Appeals and
Interferences

7/23/2010

Patents: View Laws,
Regulations and Decisions

12




“What information can be found in
different parts of a U.S. patent?”

Search for U.S. patent 6276059.

7123/2010
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United States Patent and Trademark Office

About USPTO  Patents  Trademarks

An Agency of the Department of Commerce

IP Law & Policy

el T Fores Prapases CAarges 1 Exaemines Goust System

Products & Services  Careers

The USPTO is pleased to announce the release of its
new Wieb site. The new site has been redesigned to
improwe the look and Feel, as well a5 to enhance the
user experience with improved navigation. The USPTO's
goal is ko make the Web site technalogically up-to-date,
user-friendly, and responsive to customer feedback.

2000

» Read more

SEARCH:

HOW DO I: | - Select an Option -

Inventors

Home [ Help | Site Index | Contact Us

News eBusiness / Alerts FAQs

USPTO Self Service

Information Services and Data Products:
- Select a Product or Service -

For Kids

Patents

() Patents Process
Visit the Babankd

Search the Patent Full-Text and Image:
Datahase (PatFT)

) View Fee Schedule
Check on the current fiees and information
related to the patent process

(@ File Online
Apply for a patent using the Electronic Filing
System (EFS-Web)

(@ Check Status
7/23/2010

p
Trademarks

(@ Trademark Basics
Wiew Basic Information about Trademarks

(@ Search Marks
Search pending and registered marks (TESS)

(&) File Forms Online
File application and other documents online
(TEAS)

() Check Status
Check the status of an application or
reqistration (TARR)

(@) ¥iew Documents
View and download application and registration

~

"
Intellectual Property
Law & Policy

{@ IP Policy and Enforcement
U3SPTC leads efforts bo develop and
strengthen both domestic and international IP
protection

(@ Training and Education
The Global IP Academy (GIPA) offers IP related
programs around the world

(@) Boards and Counsel
izeneral Counsel, Office of the Solictor, Cffice
of General Law, Office of Enrollment and
Discipline, Board of Patent Appeals and
Interferences, and Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board

-- home page

~
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Patent Process

Search for Patents

+ Search for Patents

Patents may be searched in the following methods:
*  Sdentific and Technical Information Center

Searching Full Text Patents (Since 1976)

Customize a search on all or a selected group of elements (fields) of a patent.
@ Quick Search
@ Advanced Search

@ Patent Mumber Search

Ownership

Customize & search on all or a selected group of elements (fields) of a patent.
Patent Classi

® Quick Search
Patent Forms ® Advanced Search

Statistics

® Patent Mumber Search

15

Patent Number Search in
PatFT

Enter the patent numbers you are searching for in the box below

Query [Help]

E276055 ‘[ Search ] [ Resetl

All patent numbers must be seven characters in length, excluding commas, which are optional.

Litility -- 5 146 534 5923014 0000001
Design - 0339 456 0321987 DOOO152
Flant -- PP0O3 901 PPO7514 PPOOOO3
Reissue - RE35 312 RE12345 REOOOOT
Defensive Publication -- T109,201 7855019 T100001

7/23/2010
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USPTO PATENT FULL-TEXT AND IMAGE DATABASE

(s i o (oo o

l ot}

United States Patent 6,276,059
Kan August 21, 2001

Opener for packaging film
Abstract

An opener {100) for cutting open a packaging film of a box containing a CD, CD-ROM, VCD or DVD disc ar the like, which opener (100} has a
body (10} providing a gap (18) for receiving a part of a narrow side of the box. Inside the bady (10}, the opener (100} includes a cutter (29} and
an operating member {20) for operation to move the cutter {29) into the gap {18) for cutting open the packaging film. The operating member
(20 has a knob (24) for operation, which 15 resiliently biassed by a spring (40) to be accessible inthe gap (18)

Inventors Kan; Elvin Man Kit (Wanchai, HK)
Appl. Mo 091542,950
Filed: April 4, 2000

HTML full-text version of patent 6276059.

7/23/2010
17

ernet Explorer provided by USPTO

Eile  Er wiew Favorites  Tools  Help

Publication Number: 06276059 Section: Front Page 1 of 6 pages Help

= e e e et e T ] S R I
HUR | Tiff format

+
uz United States Patent {10 Pueho:  US 6,276,059 B1
Kan

(451 Date of Patent: Aug. 21, 2001 | m ag e Of

(543 OPENER FOR PACKAGING FILM SHITAIS * 41T Berss nzX t h e f r O n t
763 Tovensor: Elvin Man Kl Kan, Room 1505, ~ cited by cxamine
CCI2I O D S ety cumice

24:34 Hennessy Road, Wanchai (HK)

’ U e age Of
Sections: (41 Moo Subjeto any il st o s (73 A, Agent,or Prn—Rabin & i, P

paicnd is exended or adjusicd under 32

. Full Text
7 Help

Go to Page:
Go

@ Front Page US.C. 154(1) by 0 days. 57 ABSTRACT
@ Drawings (213 Apgl. No: 09/542,950 An opeeer (10 for cuing cpen s packa; o 3 by l | S
@ Specifications (220 Filed:  Apr 4, 2000 H v -

@ Claims 31 It €L 268 106

ot of s e
(3 Us.cl 02, v e esa e (29) - at e nt
(583 Fleld of Search 302, DIG, 3, 203, for cpers move i

LT 1 o cuing op
- I bas a koob (24) for operstion, which is

ment
56 Refervaces Clied rusiliently bisssed by 3 spriag (40) ¢ b scoessible in the gap. 6 2 7 6 O 5 9
(18).
5. PATENT DOCUMENTS

269,056 * B9 Hediiek nwie. 3 10 Clalms, 3 Drawing Shosts

108 ifax
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Parts of the Patent

= Front page

— Bibliographic data

m Drawing(s)
m Specification

—Background, statement of problem
—Description, mode of use
—Claims

19

7/23/2010

Who is/are the inventor(s)?

Was this invention assigned to a
company?

What kind of information is found on
the Front Page of a U.S. patent?

. What date did the inventor apply for a

patent? What date did it issue?

20
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5. Which U.S. patents are cited in the
“References Cited” section? Which
foreign patents are cited?

6. Go back to the HTML full-text version
of this patent. Click on each of the
U.S. patents referenced and look their
images. Why do you think they were
considered relevant to this patent

application?

7/23/2010
21
Aug. 25, 1953 H. B. HEDRICK 2,649,656
LETTER OFENER
Piled Moy 2%, 1980
FrG. 4
| SR T RO 0 A
USISSLT635A
United States Patent = i Patent Number: 5,617,635
Berns. ) . 125 Date of Patent: Apr. 8, 1997

INVENTOR,
HEBMAN 8 HEORICK,

U.S. Patents referenced in U.S.
patent 6276059

[34] AUTORETRACTING BOX.CUTTING KNIFE  Frimary Evaminer—HcéeS Foyer

Anorney, Apens, o Firm—Herben. Dusos; Andeew Willord

[73] Iovemar.  Hursbd Heras, Wippanal, Gemas my

[73) Amigee: Maniar-Argenisx EH. Beermana KG, (s
Selingen, Gemmasy .

(3] gl Na: $79,730

11
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(20) or (11) patent no.
(22) or (19) country ID
(21) application number
(22) date of application
(31) Priority app. number

(32) Priority date (58) field of search
(33) Priority country (75) inventor(s)
(45) date of patent

INID Codes

(51) IPC classification

(52) domestic classification
(54) title of the invention

(56) list of prior art documents
(references)

(57) abstract or claim

Internationally agreed Numbers for the
Identification of (bibliographic) Data — See
WIPO Standard ST.9 .

23

Can you find the Title in this
Foreign Patent?”

{54] Bendmning:

(55) Anfirda
publikstioner:

(47) Sammandrag:

GISy .
wE fe, nz2 Patentskrift no SE 527 789 C2
-
WA -
a1
LA
my (21) Palertansokningsnummer 04027159 (62) Internabionel klass:
g __.b‘a) (45) Patert meddelat: 2008-06-07 FO2K 1728 (2006.01 )
Py o 13 (41) Ansckan almant tilganglly,  2008-05-08 BOSE 1/26 (2005.01)
(22) Palertansdkan inkom: 20041108 FOZK 1/38 (2006.07)
. {24} Lipdag 2004-11-06
SUEI'IQE {83} Deposition av mikroorganism; ==
(30} Pricretsuppgifter, =
(73) Patenthavare: Vaolvo Acro Corp, , 461 81 Trollhattan SE
(72) Uppfinnare:  Bernhard Gustafsson, Goteborg SE
(74) Ombud:

Volve Teshnology Corp
Uthoppsanordning for styming av et gasflade frin en jetmotar

GB A T30616, GB A T30 618

24

12



“Can you find out if there is a Patent on a
product? All | have is the Brand Name.”

1

If this was sold in stores under the brand name
“Fast ‘n Easy” CD Cutter could we find in the
PatFT (Patents Full-Text) database?

7/23/2010

25

“How Can I find the Patents by a
Certain Inventor?”

Is the inventor listed in patent
6276059, Elvin Man Hit Kan,
credited as the inventor on other
U.S. patents?

7/23/2010
26

13



s N
Patents

@ Patents Process
Yisit the Patents Process page

@ search
Search patent databases

Search Patent
Publications

&) Yiew Fee Schedule
Check on the current fees and infarmation
related to the patent process

() File Online
apply for a patent using the Electronic Filing
System (EFS-Web)

& Check Status
Check the status via the Patent Application
Infarmation Retriewval (PAIR) system

(@ Maintain,Pay Fees

Pay your maintenance fees

@ Appeal
Learn the appeal process via the Board of
Patent Appeals and Interferences (EPAL)

& Assignments
Visit the Assignments Homepage

@ Electronic Business Center
Get web application links & help via the
Electronic Business Center (EBC)

@ Patent Prosecution Highway

@ ombudsman Pilot Program

7/23/2010

» More about Patents 27
&/

8

Search for Patents Page: Access
Quick Search on PatFT

Patent Process Search for Patents
+ Search for Patents
*  Sdentific and Technical Information Center

Patents may be searched in the following methods:

@ USPTO Patent Full-Text and Image Database (PatFT)

Searching Full Text Patents (Since 1976)

Customize a search on all or a selected group of elements (fields) of a patent.

@ Quick Search
@ Advanced Search

@ Patent Mumber Search

+ Change Ownership

Customize & search on &l or a selected group of elements (fields) of & patent.
Paten|

@ Quick Search

Patent Forms ® Advanced Search

® Patent Mumber Search 28

Sta
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Quick Search Form--Inventor Name
Search Format:
Lastname-Firstinitial$

Query [Help]

Term 1: |Kan-E$ in Field 1: |Invent0r Mame =
AND =

Term 2: | in Field 2: [All Fields =]

Select vears [Help]

[1976 to present [full-tex] =] Search |  Reset |

This will only search inventor names back to 1976; remember,
full-text searching stops at 1976 in PatFT.

$is atruncation symbol.

7/23/2010
29

Inventor Name Search

A~ Results
ﬁ Refine Search | [IN/Kan-E$ _

PAT. NO. Title
7.629.639 T Nanotube- and nanocrystal-based non-volatile memory
D591.025 T Ox shaped coin bank

""“t“

7,304,555 T Permallov loaded transmission lines for high-speed interconnect applications

1

2

3

4 7.262,991 T Nanotube- and nanocrystal-based non-volatile memory
5 7.259.984 T Multibit metal nanocrystal memories and fabrication
6

7

8

9

7.053.439 T Chemoreceptive semiconductor structure
6,743,709 T Embedded metal nanocrystals
6,646,302 T Embedded metal nanocrystals
D479.650 T Ball holder
10 6.597.048 T Electrostatically charged microstructures
11 D476.805 T Combined kev ring and torch
12 D468 986 T Opener for packaging film
13 6,466,489 T Use of source/drain asymmetry MOSFET devices in dvnamic and analog circuits
14 D463.824 T Adjustable clip with mirror
15 6,276,059 T Opener for packaging film
16 6,257,246 T Hair care device
17 D440.148 T Clip

7/23/2010 Which of these did Elvin Man Kit Kan of Hong Kong invent?

30
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“What's the difference between a
Design Patent and a Utility Patent?”

Compare US patents 4831735 and
D302929.

How do they differ?
How are they similar?

31

United States Patent and Trademark Office

An Agency of the Department of Commerce

268 ThtM Forc Prapises CAAMeL 14 EXarmones Cogat Spstam T et e

The USPTO is pleased to announce the release of its
new Wieb site. The new site has been redesigned to
improwe the look and Feel, as well a5 to enhance the
user experience with improved navigation. The USPTO's
goal is ko make the Web site technalogically up-to-date,
user-friendly, and responsive to customer feedback.

2000

» Read more

SEARCH:

HOW DO I: | - Select an Option -

Home [ Help | Site Index | Contact Us

About USPTO  Patents Trademarks IPLaw & Policy Products & Services Careers Inventors News eBusiness / Alerts FAQs  For Kids

USPTO Self Service

Information Services and Data Products:
- Select a Product or Service -

Patents

() Patents Process
Visit the Babankd

Search the Patent Full-Text and Image:
Datahase (PatFT)

) View Fee Schedule
Check on the current fiees and information
related to the patent process

(@ File Online
Apply for a patent using the Electronic Filing
System (EFS-Web)

(@ Check Status
7/23/2010

p
Trademarks

(@ Trademark Basics
Wiew Basic Information about Trademarks

(@ Search Marks
Search pending and registered marks (TESS)

(&) File Forms Online
File application and other documents online
(TEAS)

() Check Status
Check the status of an application or
reqistration (TARR)

(@) ¥iew Documents
View and download application and registration

"
Intellectual Property
Law & Policy

{@ IP Policy and Enforcement
U3SPTC leads efforts bo develop and
strengthen both domestic and international IP
protection

(@ Training and Education
The Global IP Academy (GIPA) offers IP related
programs around the world

(@) Boards and Counsel
izeneral Counsel, Office of the Solictor, Cffice
of General Law, Office of Enrollment and
Discipline, Board of Patent Appeals and
Interferences, and Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board

-- home page

~
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Patent Process

+ Search for Patents

*  Sdentific and Technical Information Center

Search for Patents

@ Quick Search
@ Advanced Search

@ Patent Mumber Search

+ Change Ownership

® Quick Search
@ Advanced Search
® Patent Mumber Search

Patents may be searched in the following methods:

Searching Full Text Patents (Since 1976)

Customize a search on all or a selected group of elements (fields) of a patent.

Customize & search on all or a selected group of elements (fields) of a patent.

33

United States Patent 1
Thomas

i Patent Number: Des. 302,929
s Date of Patent: .. Aug. 22, 1989

[$4] CAN OFENER

8 tvemce: Richard K. Thomas, Elk Grove
Village, T

[11] Amignes  Sushessm Cosperation, Downers
Grave, I

[*] Tee= M Yeans

I Aspl Me: 3am

- DEI8; D36
. DL, 1015
10, 416 £11-42¢

Fiali of

1] Relerences Clisd.
US PATENT DOCUMENTS
D300 I oot oL
EEE T .
Frimary Evaminer—Bermand Ansier
Aristant Rrarviass—Teery A. Bleller
Ausrney, Agens. o Frev—Neil M, Ross
' L
The arnamsesal design e can ogease, 15 saows
sscebed.

- Das

DESCRIPTION

FIE. § & tap plat virw (Boreot, ied
FIG 3 5 & Savom o view et

United States Patent
Bast et al.

(1] Patent Number: 4,831,735
451 Date of Patent:  May 23, 1989

154
&}

ADJUSTMENT HEIGHT CAN OPENER
Tnventors: Eleanoe A. Bust, West Chicage:
Elk Grove

Village, boik of U1,

Assignee:  Susbeam Corporation, Dwisers
Grove, Il

Appl. No: 93428
Filed:  Scp. 4, 1987
It O
Us.cL

Fleld of Search

BETR 7/70; B6TR 762
30410,
; 30/424; 307426
- 307400, 408, 410, 416,
307833, 434, 436, 438, 424, 426
Roferences Cited

US. PATENT DOCUMENTS

EIRLRCUETIS 1 —

TH2 121568 Church e ol
ASTIES 1201951 Jensen
25912 121931 Domnelly

5348305 19/1957 Biclak
LSLIE 12968 Yamamoes o oL

Primary Examiner—Frank T. Yost

Assistant Examiner—Michael D. Folkerts

Aniorney, Agers, or Firm—Neil M. Rase

1571 ABSTRACT

An elecrrically opersted pacable can opener being
sdjustabls in beight.io enable opening various size cans,

rotary cam serving to contrel the raising wnd lowering
of e prirasry howsing With respest o the base bousing

11 Claims, 2 Draving Sheets

17



“I saw an ad for a company that promises to get
me success with selling my invention. Do you
have information on them?

7123/2010

35

United States Patent and Trademark Office SEARCH: [EX

An Agency of the Department of Commerce HOW DO I: | - Select an Option - v|[so]

About USPTO  Patents Trademarks IP Law & Policy Products & Services Careers Inventors MNews eBusiness / Alerts FAQs  For Kids

Independent
Inventors rvice

USPTO Rescinds Controversial Rule Package

Patents for
A =5 and Data Products:
_*¥. : USPTO Director David Kappos has rescinded highl — yooe e ngene

controversial regulatl.nns wh\Fh patent appllta!wts Inventors or Service - ™)
unduly restricted their capacity to pratect their

intellectual property. The USPTO has also filed a1
to dismiss and vacate the federal circult decision |
sought ko prevent the rules from kaking effect,

Trademarks for
Independent
Inventors

l{bEA:am Prevention
[ \ ( Inventors Assistance _ ™

# Read more

On navy blue navigation bar across USPTO home
page, select “Inventors,” a sub menu appears, select

“Scam Prevention.”

7/23/2010
36
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lome Page » Invenbors » Scam Prevention

Scam Prevention

‘While the LISPTO does nat investigate complaints or participate in any legal proceedings against invention
promotersfpromotion firms, under the American Inventors Protection Ack of 1999, the USPTO will provide a public forum for
the publication of complaints concerning invention promotersipramation firms. Also, in the farum, the USPTO will publish
responses ko the complaints from the invention promaters/promation firms,

jThe USPTO will accept complaints filed against invention promatersjpromotion firms and forward these complaints to the
nwention promatersfpromation firms for response. As mentioned abave, both the complaints and the responses will be
published in the public forum so that thesy will be publicly available, The USPTC does not accept complaints submitted under
this system if the complainant requests confidentiality,

Invention Promoters/Promation Firms

Required information disclasure From invention promaters/promotion firms

Minimur requirements for & complaint

[}
[}
® Reqistering a complaint against an invention promoter
[}
@ Consumer Alerts

All of the information on this “Scam Prevention” page is
helpful to customers. For a look at complaints the

USPTO has received against invention promotion
companies, select “Published Complaints.”

7123/2010
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Published Complaints

@ Absolutely New, Inc.
® March 2010 McDaniel

@ Advent Product Development
@ February 2008 Hobbs
@ March 2010 Gawrilow

® Davison & Associates Inc.

What is your Complaint? @ July 2007 Welman

Mame of mass media invention promoter advertised in: over the world wide web/internet

February 20058 _Garvey
February 2008 _Galadiian

Invention promotion service offered to be performed: Invent prototypes, review market, sell, and license.

Development to create my invention, cherry flavored filters, but once 1 paid the plus $8,000 they called all the time. Iwas

excted! Mext, they stopped calling. Ibecame scared. Then I finally got a hold of Jeff Bailly and he said the product was March 2010 m
complete, So, they sent me the picture and a simple design! And solicited Imperial Tobacco Company for its first review., March 2010 Da}{rell
They said no! They started on the next submission, only to ask for $340.00 for each submission to the next company. 1got
tired of sending money so I quit and they did also I never received the product, just a picture and bogus contract for over ® Davison Design & Development
8,000 paid to those crooks, 1 was ripped off, This started in 2005-200% I have had no contact from Davison, P.5. Igave @ March 2010 Barton

them free money.

[}
[}
Explanation of complaint between customer and invention promoter: I, Jeffery A, Barton, paid Davison & Design & ® February 2008 _Szaina
(=]
-]

@ Davison Inventegration

@ June 2007 Rigsby
Signed: fsf Jeffery A. Barton
February 2008 Ferro
Date: March 3, 2009

February 2008 Mason

March 2008 Elmore
March 2008 Hinson
July 2008 Pickette
March 2010 Berg

“I never received the product, just a picture and a bogus
contract for over $8000 paid to those crooks.”

7/23/2010 @ Invent Help
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“How Do | Search Patents?”

Inventions that are new, useful, non-
obvious, and accompanied by a
written description disclosing how to
make and use the invention may be
patented.

But how do you know if an invention is
new and non-obvious?

7/23/2010
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Prior Art

Prior art consists of information disclosed to the public
including:

U.S. Patents and published patent applications;
Foreign Patents and published patent applications;
Journal and magazine articles;
Books, manuals, and catalogs;
Websites;

Conference proceedings.
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Keyword Search Problems

Vague or inconsistent terminology:

Toy and Process of Use (Patent 2,415,012)
Obsolete names and terms:

“LP”... *hi-fi"... “laser disc”..."water closet”
Different meanings in different fields:

“Mouse” the Animal v.
Computer “Mouse”

Synonyms:
Rodent Extermination Device
(Patent 5,185,953)

7/23/2010

And the Biggest Problem
with Keyword Searching...

But searching
USPTO
patent web by U.S. Patent

'Al' = Classification
limit keyword ' ca? c?vq—zr .
searching to patents issue

databases
prior to 1976—

no further all the way to
back th
ac an 1790 if
1976.
needed.

7/23/2010
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U.S. Patent Classification

There are currently o e
>450 classes and :

>150,000 subclasses
in the U.S. Patent
Classification System
(USPC).

Fortunately, there is
an online Index to
USPC.

004 Baths, closets, sinks, and spittoons
005 Beds
007 Compound tools

008 Bleaching and dyeing; fluid treatment and chemical modific
fibers

i)

012 Boot and shoe making
' 014 Bridges

015 Brushing, scrubbing, and general cleaning
016 Miscellaneous hardware

019 Textiles: fiber preparation

023 Chemistry: physical processes

7123/2010

) 7 Step Preliminary Patent Search
Strategy Overview

m Searchers need to do as thorough a search
as possible to ensure that their invention has
never before been patented.

m All it takes is one patent to refute the novelty
of one’s invention.

m The USPTO has developed a 7 Step Patent
Search Strategy to increase the likelihood of
novice searchers doing a thorough job of a
preliminary patent search.

7/23/2010
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STEP 1: Description of
Invention

What does it do?
Essential function of the invention
What's the end result?

Essential effect or basic product resulting
from the invention

What is it made of?

Physical structure of the invention
What is it used for?

Intended use for the invention

7/23/2010
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Search Example

(We’'ll use a simple example to show the search tools in
involved in a preliminary patent search.)

The invention is an improvement
upon current shoe racks with an
adjustable feature that allows for
different sizes of shoes. It mounts
on a wall or door.

7/23/2010
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STEP 2: Determine Initial
Classification

Home | Help | Site Index | Contact Us

United States Patent and Trademark Office SEARCH:
An Agency of the Department of Commerce

S ———
lect an Option - —
or a patent? h

\bout USPTQ Patents Trademarks IPLaw & Policy Products & Services Careers Inventors MNews?T

USPTO Seeks Comments on 2010-2015 Draft Strategic Plan

';* | The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTC) Infor| 5 ccess the current fee schedule?
K, ’ has posted its draft Strategic Plan for fiscal years (FY) Pay maintenance fees?
2010-2015 and is inviting comments from employees, \iew payments made to the USPTO?
stakeholders and the public. Comments may be Renew a trademark?
submitted until August 2nd. Get conies of patents and trademarks?

On USPTO home page, in “How Do I” Drop

Down Menu, Select “Search for a Patent?”

iy

Seven Step Strategy

Quick Start

Patent and Trademark Depository Library (PTDOL) staff are available to provide training on U.S. patent search processes and
research tools induding the Cassis DVD-ROM system, the PubWEST database, and the USFTO website .

Classification

-

of the invention.
d potential dass/subdasses.
ification Schedule in the Manual of

Brainstorm keywords relgts

2. Look up the words in

3. Verify the relevancy of the class
Classification

4, Read the Classification Definitions to verify the scope of the subclasses and note “see also” references.

=]

Click on Step 2 link to the “Index to U.S.

Patent Classification.”

7/23/2010
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Index to USPC

Index to the United States Patent Classification (USPC) System

Select the format and section (by letter) ...
Indax in HTML ABCDEFGHIIKLMMNOPRIQ R@T Uy W Xy I
Indast in PDF ABCDEFGHIIKLMNOPQRSTUY W XYI

Go to “S” in HTML Index to look
up first keywords, “shoe” and
“shoe rack.” Is it also listed
under “R” for racks?

7/23/2010
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‘RS - Index to the U_S. Patent Classification System - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by USPTO
Fle Edt Misw Favortes Tocks Help

Surgical iNSCTUWMENTS .vvennenee.nans 606 / 32+
Therap¥, medic8l ..u.ueeeeoeoeenenens 607 / 149
HEEVESTEL +auruissaarsssaainasansiananis 56 ¢ 401+
Shoe From “Index to U.S Patent
ANImEl WEAE .+ .uvtirnneenrnnrnneanananans 6 /1M R A ”
DESLEN +eteeereneeeenaeenanenannas D30 / M6+ Classification
1951 54 Donnoononnaoo0on0a 006600006 168
W S e a fnnon a0 ooon oo 000G a0 006 59 / 36+

OHSHOE HEKING & vvvrnn e rennnneenrnns 59 ¢ 70
ook it Ao Sbbaabi: b oe—

ACCESSOTT +vrrnrnnnnn . 36 / 136+

Anti-slipping devices 36 / 59R+

BTRISTiE .ooeennan... 36 7 M4e A |_
o ppare
Bowling .... . 36 /130

BOK «veen e e e e e e e 206 / 278 R k
BUELONETS & ee e veee e eeeenneeeenns 24 /40 = aC

(=342 Ghonoooononnooononoononano00n 36 / DIG1
Cleaning type .15 ;227
Cleat ...... 36 4 134 21 1/34+
Design ....... D02 / 896+
Foot elevators 36 /81
Football ... ... 36 /128
L I eSSy ey spsyepays 36 / 34 R+
[ 8 B R e IR 00 660 600506 0006 36 / 43+
By S 1= b6 /78
Lacing deviSes cuevaranrarrrrnnnnnnns 24/ M2
Light thermal and electrical .. . BOF ¢ 1+
Making see boot making . 12
Non-lesther ......... 36 7 84+
Ocoupation specialize 36 7/ 113
OrnStents . .veevennanen. L. 2425
B SIE e S SISy 33 / 3R«
Y 0 s A no 060606000006 000606000 36 / DIG2
Pricking SOLES «ueueeereeneeeenenens 83 / B66+
+
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STEP 3: Scan the Classification Schedule.

[ Class 211 SUPPORTS: RACKS Note: subclass numbers are
b 11 SPECIAL ARTICLE not necessarily listed in
851 - Eyeglasses q '
L w2 - ey sequential order. They are
I . appare . . .
L o rond subclass identifiers and shift
E Spool type . .
o M”usmaﬁist‘mmem position when that subclass is
- Recreational equipment . .
;oo voste moved within a schedule.
[ 85:11 :?r‘se saddle
I 85.12 Soap i
g :g:i T:ﬂ:’::Lgﬂﬂemgm J n i Shoe or hoot type
[l 14 all or & ]
i1 T - L PR -~ Wall mounted
i 16 owel service e
g 17 Eemcipede typteyp m U o3 = With shelves
o e B0 3 + Stands
§ §l1] T;rue‘duarh"meheel E'.I I] 38 = Foldable
[l 22 = Stands -
[l 23 Tire or wheel type
[l 24 ~ Stands
1 26 Electrically powered
1 261 = Remote control unit
[l 262 - Supporting part of an articl
i 27 Furniture type
1 28 Mattress type
1 29 Shock type
i 30 Hat type
[ 31 - Ceiling or seat mou
[l 32 = wall mounted
i 33 - Stands 51
PERT] ™ choot +
In the schedule subclass 35 appears to be a good choice for the subclass.
pp 9 A >
Clicking on the subclass title creates a popup showing subclass 35 in
relation to higher indent level subclasses and the overall class.
Print This Page Show Definition “iew Close
g
CLASS 211, SUPPORTS: RACKS
13.1 SPECIAL ARTICLE:
34 . Shoe or boot type:
35 « Wall mounted:
Print This Page Show Definition “iew Close
g
7/23/2010
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Either by clicking on “Show Definition View” in the pop-

up window.

[ Print This Page ] [@w Definition VIMI Close I

CLASS 211, SUPPORTS: RACKS
13.1 SPECIAL ARTICLE:
34 . Shoe or boot type:
35 .. Wall mounted:

Print This Page | {C__ Show Definition View | [ Close |

Or by clicking on the subclass number in the class
schedule, you link to the Classification Definition for
the subclass.

7123/2010
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Read Classification
Definition

CLASS 211, SUPPORTS: RACKS
121 SPECIAL ARTICLE:
This subclass is indented under the class definition. Device having a structure which is designed to support a particular item,

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:
24, Buckles, Buttons, Clasps, etc., particularly subclasses 457+ for a mounted clasp.

a4 . Shoe or boot type:
This subclass is indented under subclass 13.1. Devices designed for suppaorting articles of footwear, as shoes.

35 .. wall mounted:
This subclass is indented under subclass 34. Devices designed to be mounted in or on a wall surface.

Reading the Classification Definitions will help you determine if you

have selected the correct subclass.
Note the definitions have Cross-References to other subclasses
2m3p010 L@t may be more appropriate to your search.
54
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STEP 5: Search Issued

Patents
J P—E— 34 - Shoe or boot type
E'.I 35 = Wall mounted
M 36 - With shelves
m L 37 - Stands
g @ 38 -- Foldable

Click on “P” icon by the subclass number in

the class schedule to retrieve all patents in the
given subclass in PatFT Database.

7/23/2010
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Search Results in PatFT

Results of Search in US Patent Collection db for:
CCL/211/35: 45 patents.
Hits 1 through 45 out of 45

Jump To | I—

Refine Search | |CCLJ2‘|‘|;35

PAT. NO. Title

7.445,127 T Universal shoe rack

7.293,662 T Hanging shoe rack with improved structural features
RE39,638 T Hanging shoe rack

7,025,214 T Over-door shoe racks

7,021,475 T Qver-door shoe racks

[s2 T, I S S B

6,926,157 T Qver-door shoe racks

28



X STEP 5:
" Published Patent Applications

Also, Search

S S
M 35
H 36

m L 37
M 38

Shoe or boot type

Wall mounted
With shelves
Stands
Foldable

7/23/2010

Click on “A” icon by the subclass number in the class

schedule to retrieve all published patent applications
in the given subclass in AppFT Database.

57

Search Results in AppFT

Results of Search in AppFT Database for:
CCL/211/35: 16 applications.
Hits 1 through 16 out of 16

Jump To | l—

20090184067

Refine Search | |CCL}2‘|‘|{35

PUB. APP. NO.

Title
Adjustable boot racking assembly

20090065454

PRODUCT DISPLAY SYSTEM

20090008345
20070158113
20070080121

N LD =

Shoe rack

Angled rack for supporting footwear
Universal shoe rack

29



STEP 6: Review Patent Documents
with Focus on Claims

What is claimed is:
1. A suspended shoe rack comprising:

at least two side supporting rods, said side supporting rods
being in vertical orientation, and having an upper part
and a lower part, said supporting rods being parallel
with respect to one another;

means towards the upper part of said side supporting rods
for engaging a preexisting horizontally disposed sup-
port;

Do any of these patents disclose
|z aninvention with claims similar to
... L' ourinvention? 56

STEP 7: Check References...

Forward citation search

Inventors:  Klein; Richard B. (Overland Park, K5); Serslev; Chris (Leawoad, |InkS pate nts that Clte the
Assignee: Lynk, Inc. (Lenexa, KS)

Appl.No.. 944914 displayed patent.

Filed: October 6, 1997

Current U.S, Class:
Intern'l Class:
Field of Search:

211/35, 211/87.01; 211/113; 248/214; 243/300
A47F 005/00
211/113,87.01,35 243/300,301,214,215

References Cited [Referenced By

1S, Patent Documents.

0287550 Jan., 1987 Tocci,

0354412 Jan., 1995 Emery. Q

D377728 Feb., 1997 Klein et al. References prOVIded by
D382434 Aug., 1997 Klein et al. the app“cant and patent
953130 Mar., 1910 Fellows. )

1377444 May., 1921 Shoemaker, examiner.

1570451 Jan., 1926 Simoneald.

1733487 Cct., 1929 Hackley.
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...and Field of (Classification)
Search

Class/Subclass listed in the Field of Search

e can provide valuable clues to other

Assignee: Lynk, Inc. (Lenexa, KS)

Appl. Mo 944914

Filed: October 6, 1997
searched.

Current U.S. Class:

Intern'l Class:

classifications that the Patent Examiner

4 2oy 300
A47F 005/00

Field of Search: 211/113,67.01,35 248/300,301,214,215

References Cited [Referenced By

U.S. Patent Documents

0287550 Jan., 1987 Tocci.
0354412 Jan., 1995 Emery.
D377728 Feb., 1997 Klein et al,
0332434 Aug., 1997 Klein et al,
953130 Mar., 1910 Fellows.
1377444 May., 1921 Shoemaker,
1570451 Jan., 1926 Simoneau.
1733487 Qct., 1929 Hacklesy.
M—“YA/‘?_3/2010 B o o
61
y 7-STEP Preliminary Patent Search
Overview
1. Brainstorm keywords to describe the invention
2. Use keywords to find initial class/subclass
Index to the U.S. Patent Classification
3. Verify the relevancy of class/subclasses using the
Classification Schedule
4. Confirm scope of subclass
Classification Definitions
5. Access complete patent documents and
published applications by classification
6. Review the claims, specifications and
drawings of documents retrieved
7. Retrieve and review cited references and
“Field of Classification Search” 62

31



What if the Searcher Can’t Find
an Appropriate Classification?

Try a keyword search; find
relevant patents and jot down
the class / subclass(es). Rerun
the search using classification.

Ask the PTDL librarian for a U.S.

Patent Classification
Suggestion form.

T

7/23/2010
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Don’t Exclude Keyword Searches

m Keyword searches should supplement U.S.
Patent Classification searches to be as thorough
as possible.

m Group together synonyms to increase chances of
finding relevant patents e.g., (car or automobile
or auto or “land motor vehicle”)

m Use truncation symbols to get singular and plural
versions of a word (car$).

m Use quotes to group search phrases where
words are adjacent (“image viewer”).

7/23/2010
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Web Tutorial on Patent
Searching

www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/ptdl/tutorials.html

How to Conduct a

Preliminary U.S. Patent Search:
A step by step strategy

\-:
Poss

7/23/2010

!’! Lo Jiw]) slide.uﬁn\swpped 00:04 / 00:50 \5\ 2 = 65

Questions?

Tom Turner (tom.turner@Quspto.gov)

Librarian

Patent and Trademark Depository Library Program
Office of the Chief Information Officer

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office

7/23/2010
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