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Did you or 
your 

institution  
participate? 
If so, we’d 
like to hear 
your story.
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Examples of stamps on maps acquired via 
the LC G&M summer projects.

History of the LC G&M Special Maps Processing Project:
Begun in 1951 to help deal with the backlog of maps  received from pos t World War II military and other agencies , the LC 
Geography and Map Divis ion exchanged maps  from its  s tockpile of duplicates  in return for the donated labor of project  
participants . Projects  initia lly involved s orting and filing and la ter included s upport in the creation of indexes  and other tools . 
Over the next 50 years , about 435 “s ummer project” participants  s elected more than 2 million maps  and atlas es  for their home 
ins titutions ’ map collections .
Held during the s ummer, approximately 135 colleges  and univers ities  s ent participants , who were primarily geography graduate 
s tudents  a t the beginning. Later geography faculty then map librarians  and s taff  became involved. Materia ls  dis tributed included 
topographic/ thematic map s ets  (many incomplete), Sanborn fire ins urance maps , and individual thematic maps  and atlas es  from 
regions  around the world.
Thes e res ources  helped build map collections  acros s  the United States  and the dis tributed maps  played key roles  in a  variety of 
digita l projects  over the years , including:
⮚ Digitized Sanborn fire ins urance map collections  at various  ins titutions
⮚ “Captured German Military Map of WWII” McEathron, 2005 (Univers ity of Kans as ) [link] 
⮚ “Capture and Releas e: the Story of the Rus s ian Military Topographic Map Collection” Quill and Dalmau. 2019 (Indiana 

Univers ity) [link]
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