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D www.fdlp.gov
The Desktop is an important 
tool for communication and 

assistance
Learn your internal password
Keep your Directory entry up 

to date
Subscribe to FDLP-L

Desktop
Directory



E
Electronic 

Resources

Libraries get to decide 
how electronic their 

collections are

Manage and promote 
electronic materials

Public access to electronic 
materials MUST be 

provided



P • FDLP libraries are guided by 
the principle of 

free, Public access to all

• FDLP was established by 
Congress to ensure access 

to Federal publications 
(44 USC §19)

Public
Access



Your community guides 
your cOllection 
development

GPO catalOgs U.S. 
Government pubs and 
includes them in the 

CGP

cOllection
Development

catalOging

O



S Greatest call number system 
EVER.

Organized by agency, 
department, and type of 

publication
Tutorials to learn SuDoc 

You are not required to use 
SuDoc (but why not?)

GPO catalogs in SuDoc and 
Congressional publications 

also get LC
Selectives motto “Select and 

retain what is wanted”

Super-
intendent 

of Documents

Selectives

Creator of the 
Superintendent of 
Documents call 
number system

Adelaide Rosalie Hasse
b. September 13, 1868



I Item numbers: profiling 
selections for your collection

Most important time of the year:
Item Selection Update Cycle 
Drop item numbers anytime

No format listed in List of 
Classes?

More than one format listed in 
List of Classes?

Avoid Item Creep

Item
Number

Item
Selection



T New Depository Coordinator 
Tutorial

OPAL sessions (live and 
archived

Desktop tutorials

Training

Tutorials



O We are Outreach Librarians 
and are here to help you

Your Outreach is vital to 
increasing the visibility of your 

collections

Let us know about what you 
do so we can share it with the 

FDLP Community!

Outreach



R Regional’s motto “serving 
selectives in my geographic 
region, providing training, 

collections, and possessing the 
power of withdrawal list 

review…”
Superseded or Superceded 

5 Year Rule
Official Substitution (Online)

Duplicates 

Regionals

Retention

Withdrawal Mechanisms:

Number of Years After Receipt: 1 
Year 2 Years 3 Years 4 Years 5 Years and Beyond

Supersession Rules to identify publications that 
have been superseded by being updated, dated, 
cumulated, etc.; does not require regional permission

You can use the Superseded List at any time in the life cycle of the 
document

Substitution Guidelines to swap out a tangible 
publication with an online equivalent, with regional 
permission

N/A Between 1 and 5 years, use 
the Substitution Guidelines

Can be used, but the 5 Year 
Rule also applies

5 Year Rule, selectives may request permission to 
discard material from their regional library

N/A N/A N/A N/A Yes

“Boring Graphic”



Y You are a vital link to 
providing FDLP services 

to the people!

You are an important 
member of the FDLP 

community!

You!
Your

dedication
Your

questions



• fdlpoutreach@gpo.gov

•Office of Education & Outreach:  202-512-1119

• AskGPO:
Desktop > Help > AskGPO

• FDLP-L


