
1

Census 101:Census 101:Census 101:
What You Must Know 

Census 101:
What You Must Know 

Data Education and Outreach Branch
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

U.S. Census Bureau

Purpose

• Using the 
search 
function 
on our 
site

• Finding 
what you 
need: 
quick & 
easy
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Key www.census.gov site

Subjects 
A to Z

Subjects A-Z
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Tools &

Key www.census.gov sites

Tools & 
topics

Data 
finders

Key www.census.gov sites

Subject 
matter
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Census

Definition: Canvass of a given area, 
resulting in a count of entireresulting in a count of entire 
population or universe of collection 
units such as housing units or 
businesses

• Decennial: population and housing

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/
popmap/



5

History Site
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/

fast_facts/

Census- continued

• Economic: business and industryco o c bus ess a d dust y

http://www.census.gov/econ/census07/index.html

• Governments: local and state governmental units

http // cens s go /go s/inde htmlhttp://www.census.gov/govs/index.html
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Key www.census.gov sites

Subject 
matter

Surveys

Definition: Data collected from sample of 
population, that represents the full population

• American Community Survey: detailed 
demographic information

• Current Population Survey: labor force 
information 

• Economic SurveysEconomic Surveys
• Other Surveys: 

http://www.census.gov/aboutus/surveys.html
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Data Dissemination

• American FactFinder

CPS T bl C t• CPS Table Creator: 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpstc/cps_table
_creator.html

• DataFerrett and HotReports: 
http://dataferrett.census.gov/

• Local Employment Dynamics/On the Map:• Local Employment Dynamics/On the Map: 
http://lehd.did.census.gov/led/

Press Releases 
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/

releases/
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YouTube™
http://www.youtube.com/

uscensusbureau

Search Options

FAQ

• Knowledge

bbase 

Search

• Knowledge 
base +base + 
Google
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The FAQ Homepage 
http://ask.census.gov

Tabs

– Answers 
– Ask a 

Question
– My  Stuff

Tool
– Search

FAQ Search Tool
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Google Results within FAQ

Contact Information

The Customer Services Center

Customer Liaison and Marketing Services 
Office

(301) 763 INFO(301) 763-INFO

(800) 923-8282
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US Census Bureau
Geographic Entities andGeographic Entities and 

Concepts

Geography Division

Geographic Concepts

• Addresses vs. Geographic features and entities

• Legal/Administrative vs StatisticalLegal/Administrative vs. Statistical 

• Nesting relationships (or the lack of)

• Small area geography (tracts, block groups, blocks)

• Dangers of definitions (boundaries vs. perceptions)

• Calculated geography (ZCTAs, UAs) 

• Products and Resources ‐ find more information
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MTDB
(MAF/TIGER Database)

Geographic information (roads, rivers, g p ( , ,
railroads, map spots, map features)

Attributes (names, addresses, codes)

Legal and Statistical Boundaries for data 
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collection, processing and tabulation 
operations

Master Address File (MAF)
Up to date inventory of all known living quarters in the 
United States (all 50 states) and Puerto Rico

Contains
• The street address, or a comparable location description 

• The mailing address, if different from the physical street 
address 

• Census block location of every known living quarters in 
the United States and related Island Areas

4

the United States and related Island Areas

• Geographic codes linking the address to census 
geography
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Geographic Entities

Legal/Administrative
• States

Statistical
• Census tracts• States

• Counties

• Minor civil divisions

• Congressional districts

• School districts

I t d l

• Census tracts

• Metropolitan/Micropolitan
statistical areas

• Urban areas

• Census designated places

5

• Incorporated places

Hierarchy of Census Geographic Entities
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Small Geographic Areas

Census Tracts

• Small, relatively permanent, consistent statistical 
bdi i i fsubdivisions of a county 

• Size: optimally 4,000 people; range between 1,200 and 
8,000

• About 65,000 census tracts Census 2000; a little over 
74,000 for Census 2010

• Defined nationwide for the first time in Census 2000

8
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Small Geographic Areas – continued
Block Groups

• Smallest units for tabulation of sample data

• Population ranges from 600 to 3,000

• Nest within census tracts

Blocks

● Smallest units for 100% data tabulation

● Cover entire nation

Nest within all other types of geographic areas● Nest within all other types of geographic areas

● Generally bounded by visible features or boundaries

10
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11

12
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You are You are 
herehere

BLSBLS

GPOGPO

Union Union 
StationStation

BLSBLS

You are You are 
herehere

GPOGPO
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County Subdivisions

Minor Civil Divisions (MCDs) 
• Legally bounded entity

• Subcounty entities in 29 states, the District ofSubcounty entities in 29 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas

• May have a formal government with elected officials

Census County Divisions (CCDs) 
• Statistical entity

15

• Subcounty units that have stable boundaries and 
recognizable names in 21 states

• No minimum or maximum population guidelines

16
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Places

Incorporated Places
• Legally bounded entity

• Referred to as cities, boroughs, towns, or 
villages depending on the statevillages, depending on the state

• Some form of local governance (city council, 
mayor, etc) recognized by the state

Census Designated Places (CDPs)
• Statistical entity

A ith t ti f l ti

17

• Area with a concentration of population, 
housing, and commercial structures 
identifiable by name;  not within an 
incorporated place
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City

19

Many unincorporated 

20

y p
communities are not 
defined as CDPs
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http://www.census.gov/geo/www/programs.html
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23
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/

• Public product created from the MAF/TIGER Data 
Base (MTDB)

Accessing Shapefiles

• Digital files containing geographic features, 
attributes, legal and statistical boundaries

• Covers United States, Puerto Rico, and Island Areas

• Future releases in shapefile format
www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/index.html

24

g g g
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Questions?

Geographic area concepts, criteria, 
codes and attributes:codes, and attributes:
Geographic Standards 
and Criteria Branch:  301-763-3056

Geographic products:Geographic products:
Geographic Products Branch:  301-763-1128

Exercise 1
Task 1
• From www.census.gov, navigate to the Geography Page
2010 Census Geographic Products
Q: How many different reference maps are there?

Task 2
• Identify the link to Geographic Tallies by Entity Type.
Q: How many 2010 census blocks are there in New York?

Task 3Task 3
• Navigate to block maps 
• Find the block map that contains the GPO.
Q: What is the number of the block of the GPO?
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Exercise 2

Navigate to the Geographic Programs web page 

Tasks
1. How many Geography programs are there?
2. Navigate to the BAS web page
3. Open a BAS map 
4 D l d h fil4. Download or open a map or shapefile

Exercise 3
• Go to the Census homepage (www.census.gov.)
• Click on Subjects A to Z

S h f i f ti U b A (UA )• Search for more information on Urban Areas (UAs)

Questions:
1. How many types of UAs are there?
2. Name them and list their population thresholdsp p
3. Navigate to the Geography homepage, and then 
find the same Urban Areas page.
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Exercise 4
• Navigate to Census tract info page from the main 
Geography web page

Questions:
1. Determine which 2000 census tract you live in.
2. Determine which 2010 census tract you live in.
3. Are the tract numbers the same?
4. Determine which census tract you are in right now 

(hi t th dd i(hint: the address is 732 North Capitol Street, NW, 
Washington, DC  20401)

5. “Map” one of the above selections (1‐3)

Questions?

Geographic area concepts, criteria, 
codes and attributes:codes, and attributes:
Geographic Standards 
and Criteria Branch:  301-763-3056

Geographic products:
GGeographic Products 
Management Branch:  301-763-1128
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Urban Area Classification: Census 2010

Two types of Urban Areas: 
1. Urbanized Areas of 50,000 or more people
2 U b Cl t f 2 500 t 50 000 l2. Urban Clusters of 2,500 up to 50,000 people

Classification Changes:
• Substantial changes to urban area concept and 

criteria adopted for Census 2000
• Both defined based on population density at the 

census block and block group levels

31

g p
• Area definitions announced in March 2002 with 

updates in August and November 2002
• Urban areas will be redefined following the 2010 

Census
www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/ua_2k.html

32
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Counties and County Equivalents

• Counties in 48 states
• Independent Cities in MD, MO, NV, and VA
• Parishes in Louisiana• Parishes in Louisiana
• Cities, Boroughs, Municipality, Census Areas 

in Alaska
• Municipios in Puerto Rico
• Islands and Districts in American Samoa
• Municipalities in the Northern Marianas

33

• Islands in the Virgin Islands
• District of Columbia and Guam each treated 

as a county equivalent

Core Based Statistical Area Classification

• Core Based Statistical Area (CBSA) – refers to both  
metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas; county-
based areas, defined based on commuting patterns

• Metropolitan Statistical Area - must have at least one 
UA 

• Micropolitan Statistical Area - must have at least one 
UC with a population of at least 10,000

34

• Metropolitan Division – subdivision of a metropolitan 
statistical area 
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Core Based Statistical Area Classification –
continued

• Combined Statistical Area – represents a grouping of 
adjacent CBSAsj

• New England City and Town Area – a city- and town-
based equivalent to the county-based CBSAs

• Principal City – a place that occupies a more important 
social and economic position within a CBSA 

35

Core Based Statistical Area Examples

Bethesda‐Frederick‐Rockville (Metropolitan 
Division)

36

Richmond (CBSA) 
Staunton‐Waynesboro (Micropolitan 

Statistical Area)
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37

Creating Zip Code 
Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs)

• Approximate ZIP Code distribution• Approximate ZIP Code distribution
• A “calculated” geography
• Composed of whole blocks
• ZCTAs do not nest cleanly within 
other geography

38



1

2010 Census Data Products
Overview

Census Data

• Uniform and official information on the 
residents

• Available for all geographic areas

• Provides information on:

– Social demographic economic and housingSocial, demographic, economic, and housing 
characteristics

2
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Census 2010 Data Uses 

• Apportionment

Redistricting• Redistricting

• Administration of agencies

• Distribution of federal funds

• Assessment of  areas with high-risk 
population in the event of a natural disasterpopulation in the event of a natural disaster 

• Effective emergency management operations

3

New for Census 2010

• Short-form-only census

• Decennial Census will no longer 
collect sampled demographic, 
socioeconomic and housing data

4
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Census 2000 and 2010 
Data Products

• Summary Files 1 and 2
B i d hi d h i i f ti f ll– Basic demographic and housing information from all 
people and housing units

– Available for 2000 and 2010

• Summary Files 3 and 4
Detailed demographic socioeconomic and housing– Detailed demographic, socioeconomic, and housing 
information from a sample of people and housing units

– NOT available for 2010

5

Comparison of the Most 
Commonly Used Files

6
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Data NOT Available 
for Census 2010

7

2010 Data Release Schedule

• Tabulation and Publications for 

50 t t– 50 states

– District of Columbia

– Puerto Rico

• Summary Files

– Quick tables and demographic profiles

– Geographic comparison tables

– Ranking tables

8
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2010 Data Release Schedule
• Total Population Counts 

– March 2011

– Block level

– Population counts for race and Hispanic or Latino 
categories 

– Housing unit counts by occupancy status 

• Redistricting Datag
– March 2011

– Block level

– Population and housing unit counts

9

2010 Data Release Schedule

• Demographic Profiles
M 2011– May 2011

– Places/Functioning Minor Civil Divisions 

– Selected population and housing characteristics 

– Includes Congressional Districts of the 111th 
Congress 

10
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2010 Data Release Schedule

• Summary File 1 (SF 1)
J A t 2011– June - August 2011

– Blocks/Census Tracts 

– Population counts 

– For many detailed race and Hispanic or Latino 
categories, and American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribes

11

– Updates will follow

2010 Data Release Schedule

• Summary File 2 (SF 2)
D b 2011 A il 2012– December 2011 – April 2012

– Census Tracts 

– Population and Housing characteristics 

– Iterated for many detailed race and Hispanic or Latino 
categories, and American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribes

– Updates will follow

12
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2010 Data Release Schedule
• Reports Series

– Summary Population and Housing y p g
Characteristics

• May - December 2012 

• Places

• Data tables on age, sex, race, Hispanic origin, 
households, families, housing tenure and 

l ti d it doccupancy, population density, and area 
measurements

• Nation, 50 States, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico

13

2010 Data Release Schedule
• Reports Series (cont.)

– Population and Housing Unit Counts 
• April 2013 – September 2013

• Places

• Data tables providing selected historical population 
and housing unit counts 

• Includes tables on population density and area 
measurementsmeasurements

• Nation, 50 States, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico

14
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2010 Data Release Schedule

• Congressional District Summary File 
113th C– 113th Congress

– January 2013

– Census Tracts within Congressional Districts

– Retabulation of Summary File 1 for newly redistricted 
Congressional Districts 

15

2010 Data Release Schedule

• State Legislative District Summary File 
– 113th Congressg

– January 2013

– Places

– Retabulation of Summary File 1 for State Legislative 
Districts drawn following the 2010 Census

• Legislative District Geographic Supplementg g p pp
– Blocks

– No characteristics 

– Only total population and housing unit counts

16
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2010 Data Release Schedule

• American Indian and Alaska Native 
Summary FileSummary File
– December 2012

– American Indian and Alaska Native Areas

– Population and housing characteristics iterated for 
many detailed American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribes

– Same content as Summary File 2

17

2010 Data Release Schedule

• 2010 Census Briefs
– March 2011 – February 2012

– Analysis of topics including graphs and tables 

– Topics based on 2010 Census questions

– Largest Places

18
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2010 Data Release Schedule

• 2010 Census Special Reports
J 2011 J 2013– June 2011 – June 2013

– Detailed analysis of topics including graphs, tables, 
and maps

– Includes an “Atlas” 

– Largest Places

19

• Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files

2010 Data Release Schedule

Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
– To be determined

– PUMAs of 100,000+ population

20
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2010 Data Release Schedule

• Thematic Maps 

available as a function in American FactFinder– available as a function in American FactFinder

• Download Capability 

– FTP site 

– American FactFinder

21

Hands-on Practice and Exercises

22



12

2010 Census Home
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/

23

2010 Census Data

24
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Apportionment Data

25

Redistricting Data

26
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Center of Population

27

Other Census Data

28
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Interactive Population Map

29

The American FactFinder

30
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31

Questions

32
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Contact Information

Enid R. Santana, M.S.
Survey Statistician and Demographer

Puerto Rico, Island Areas and Overseas Branch

Decennial Management Division

U.S. Census Bureau

enid.santanaortiz@census.gov

301-763-1781

33
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Overview of the Economic 
Census and Economic Programs

Andy Hait & Lisa Marrone

U.S. Government Printing Office 
Interagency Depository Seminar

August 2, 2011

Economic Planning & Coordination Division
U.S. Census Bureau

Overview

• What economic programs does the Census 
Bureau conduct?Bureau conduct?

• What data do these programs offer and what 
businesses are covered? 

• Why does Census produce these data? 

• How does Census produce these data?

• Where can data users find the data? 
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What Economic Programs Does the 
Census Bureau Conduct?

The Economic CensusThe Economic Census
• Every 5 years, on the years ending in “2” and “7”

Economic Surveys and Other Programs
• Annual (i.e. County Business Patterns)

• Quarterly (i.e. Quarterly Financial Report)

• Monthly (i.e. Economic Indicators)

What Data Do These Programs Offer?

Economic Census
• Over 150 unique industry statistics, including the 

number of businesses employment annual payrollnumber of businesses, employment, annual payroll, 
and sales

• National and state-level data for all covered sectors

• Metro, county, place, and ZIP Code for selected sectors

• 2- thru 6-digit NAICS codes

• 18 of the 20 NAICS sectors covered; excluded:

– Agriculture (covered by USDA/NASS)

– Governments (covered by Census of Governments)
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 
(cont.)

A Sidebar… the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS)

• Launched in 1997 as part of NAFTA• Launched in 1997 as part of NAFTA
• Updated every 5 years
• Hierarchical

Level Example
Sector 51 Information

Sub-Sector 515 Broadcasting (except Internet)Sub Sector 515 Broadcasting (except Internet)

Industry Group 5151 Radio and Television Broadcasting

Industry 51511 Radio Broadcasting

U.S. Industry 515112 Radio Stations

What Data Do These Programs Offer? 
(cont.)

Economic Surveys and Other Programs
• Selected industry statistics (vary by program)Selected industry statistics (vary by program)

– County Business Patterns – number of 
establishments, employment, & payroll

– Monthly Retail Trade – sales & inventories

• Primarily national-level data
– State, metro, county, and ZIP Code-level data for 

selected programsselected programs

• 2- thru 4-digit NAICS for most; 2- thru 6-digit for 
selected 
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 
(cont.)

Economic Surveys and Other Programs (cont.)
• Industry statistics by Race, Ethnicity, Gender, and Veteran y y , y, ,

Status available from the Survey of Business Owners

What Types of Businesses Do These 
Programs Cover?

Employer Establishments
• Businesses with 1+ employees (file IRS form 941)• Businesses with 1+ employees (file IRS form 941)
• Covered by the Economic Census and most of the 

other economic programs

Nonemployer Establishments
• Businesses with no paid employees (independent 

contractors) (usually File IRS form 1040 Schedule C)
M k 75% f ll b i i th US b t 4% f• Make up 75% of all businesses in the US but < 4% of 
receipts/revenue

• Covered by the Nonemployer Statistics program only
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What Types of Businesses Do These 
Programs Cover? (cont.)

Another Sidebar… Establishments vs. Companies

•• Establishment Establishment -- A store, warehouse, factory, or other 
type of business at a single physical location

•• CompanyCompany (or firm) - One or more establishments 
under common ownership or control

Why Does Census Produce These Data?
Legal Mandate

The Economic Census is required by law under 
U it d St t C d Titl 13United States Code, Title 13
• Authorizes the Census Bureau to conduct a quinquennial

economic census

• Also protects confidentiality of individual companies

• Annual and other programs are voluntary or are 
published from data from administrative sourcespublished from data from administrative sources
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Legal Mandate (cont.)
Privacy and the United States Code, Title 13

• Prohibits the Census Bureau from releasing any data that 
would disclose the identity of individual companiesou d d sc ose t e de t ty o d dua co pa es

– Results in suppression of data in published tables

– Establishment counts and employment ranges shown 

Why Does Census Produce These Data? 
Data Users!

Public Sector Uses
Benchmark for other statistics and surveys (Census• Benchmark for other statistics and surveys (Census 
and other agencies)

• Track economic change

• Attract new businesses

• Assist with business development
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Why Does Census Produce These Data? 
Data Users!

Private Sector Uses
Study your industry• Study your industry

• Market share

• Product trends

• Strategic planning

• Study business markets
• Site locations/expansions

S l t it i d l f ti• Sales territories and sales forecasting

• Evaluate investments
• Market size

• Data used for loan applications/business plans

How Does Census Produce These Data?

For most economic programs, data are collected 
from the Establishments of a company

• Gives most accurate dataGives most accurate data
• Gives most detailed levels of industry and geography

Few programs are Company-based (Quarterly 
Financial Report)
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How Does Census Produce These Data?

For the 2007 Economic Census
• 4.7 million establishments mailed one of over 500 unique   

forms (tailored to specific industry)forms (tailored to specific industry)
- All large & mid-size employers
- Sample of small employers

• Electronic response also offered for larger companies

• Non-response and non-mailed cases imputed using        
administrative data (IRS)( )

• 93% response rate for largest companies, 86% overall

How Does Census Produce These Data?

For the Economic Surveys and Other Programs
• Statistical random sample used for most programs

• Administrative data used for County Business Patterns   
and Non-employer Statistics

• Electronic response also offered

• Non-response and non-mailed cases imputed using 
administrative data (IRS)

• Lower response rates in comparison to Census• Lower response rates in comparison to Census   
(measures of reliability published)
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data?

Where Can Data Users Find the Data?
Economic Indicators

• Accessed by clicking on Economic Indicators link off   
Census.gov

• Data released in Press Releases and data tables in MS 
Excel format (including historical data)

• Release calendar available on menu bar at top of page
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data?
Economic Surveys

• Accessed by clicking on Business & Industry link off 
Census.gov

• Data released in HTML tables and other formats

Where Can Data Users Find the Data?
Economic Surveys (cont.)

• 3 surveys also accessible on Annual Economic Surveys 
page on American FactFinder (legacy system)

• Annual  
Survey of  
Manufactures

• Business  
Patterns

• Nonemployer
Statistics
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data?
Economic Census

Available on Economic Census page on Old American FactFinder

• 2007, 2002, & 1997  
Economic CensusEconomic Census     
and Economic  
Census of Island 
Areas

• 2007 & 2002  
Survey of Business 
OwnersOwners

• 2007 & 2002 
Commodity Flow 
Survey

Where Can Data Users Find the Data?
Economic Census and Surveys

Being migrated to New American FactFinder system
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Contact Information

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov@ g

(301)763-6747

Lisa.Marrone@census.gov

(301)763 1138(301)763-1138



08/10/2011

1

The New American FactFinder
N F ti t C D tNew Frontier to Census Data 

Kim Brown 

Customer Liaison and Marketing Services OfficeCustomer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

U.S. Census Bureau

www.census.gov
Your Gateway to Census Data
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www.census.gov
Your Gateway to Census Data

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder



08/10/2011

9

The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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The New American FactFinder

The New American FactFinder
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Exercise

Exercise 1:

Using Census 2000 data, find the median 
age of males in Dallas and Galveston 

Counties, TX who identified themselves as 
race “Black or African American alone”race Black or African American alone . 

Exercise Results

Hint:
AFF > Quick Start > Topic or table name = Type “median 
age” > Geography = Type “Dallas County, Texas” > Click 
“GO” > Topics > Year = 2000 > Geographies > Within state = 
Texas > Within county = Galveston > Check “Galveston 
County, TX” in Geography Results > Click Add > Close 
overlay window > Select P013B > View > Create Map > Click 
link for answer
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The American FactFinder

Contact Information: 
C t S i C tCustomer Services Center

(301) 763‐4636
(800) 923‐8282
ask.census.gov

Customer Services Center Hours:Customer Services Center Hours:

Mon‐Thu 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Fri 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
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American Community Survey

Gretchen Gooding
American Community Survey Office

U S Census BureauU.S. Census Bureau

Outline

• American Community Survey basicsy y

• Accessing ACS data products

• Resources for learning more

2
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What is the ACS?

A large, continuous survey 
that:

• samples approximately 3.54 
million resident addresses 
per year (about  290,000 per 
month)

• produces characteristics of 
population and housing 
(similar to Census 2000 long 
form)form)

• produces estimates for small 
areas and small population 
groups

3

2010 Census and the ACS

2010 Census ACS

•Population count •Population characteristics

•Short form only •Includes short form questions

•Only long form is for U.S. 
territories, except PR

•Conducted in Puerto Rico

•“Usual residence” rule •“Current residence” rule

•Point in time •Period of time

4
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Operations

Mail Telephone Personal VisitMail Telephone Personal Visit

5

American Community Survey
Content

Social

Economic

6

Housing

Demographic
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Selected Census 
Geographic Concepts

Legal/Administrative Areas Statistical Areas

• Nation

• States

• Counties

• Incorporated Places

• Minor Civil Divisions

• Congressional Districts

• Regions

• Divisions

• Census Designated 
Places

• Census County Divisions

• Public Use Microdata• Congressional Districts

• State Legislative Districts

• School Districts

Public Use Microdata
Areas (PUMA)

• Census Tracts

• Block Groups

7

ACS Period Estimates

• Describe the average characteristics over a 
specific period of time

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates 
Describe characteristics as of a specific 
date, such as April 1, 2010

• Period is 1 year, 3 years, or 5 years data 
( bi d f 12 th 36 th 60(combined for 12 months, 36 months, or 60 
months)

8
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American Community Survey 
Data Products Release Schedule

Data released in: 
Population Size

of Area

Data Product

2008 2009 2010 2011

65,000+

1‐Year Estimates

for Data 
Collected in: 2007 2008 2009 2010

20,000+

3‐Year Estimates

for Data 
Collected in:

2005‐
2007

2006‐
2008

2007‐
2009

2008‐
2010

9

*Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.

All Areas*

5‐Year Estimates

for Data 
Collected in:

2005‐
2009

2006‐
2010

2010 ACS Data Release (Tentative)

P d t A il bilitProduct Availability

1‐Year estimates September 2011

3‐Year estimates October 2011

5‐Year estimates December 2011

10

5 Year estimates December 2011

PUMS files will be released 1 month after estimates.
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New This Year
• Updated geographic boundaries and definitions 

for selected statistical geographies – consistent 
with 2010 Censuswith 2010 Census

• Population controls used in weighting include 
results of 2010 Census

• Selected Population Tables and American Indian 
and Alaska Native Population Tables –
scheduled for Spring 2012p g

• New topics for 2008-2010 ACS 3-year estimates
– Health insurance coverage, marital history, service-

connected disability status & ranking, disability

11

How to Access ACS Data Products

12

www.census.gov
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American FactFinder

13

Selected Yearly Products

2009 ACS 1‐Year

• Data Profile

2007‐2009 ACS 3‐Year

• Data Profile

2005‐2009 ACS 5‐Year

• Data Profile• Data Profile

• Comparison Profile

• Selected Population 
Profile

• Ranking Tables

• Subject Tables

• Detailed Tables

• Geographic 

• Data Profile

• Selected Population 
Profile

• Subject Tables

• Detailed Tables

• Geographic 

• Data Profile 

• Subject Tables

• Detailed Tables

• Geographic 

14

Comparison Tables

• Public Use Microdata 
Sample File

Comparison Tables

• Public Use Microdata 
Sample File

Comparison Tables

• Public Use Microdata 
Sample File
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Where to Go to Learn More

15

www.census.gov/acs

American Community Survey 
Learning More

• ACS Main Page• ACS Main Page

• Guidance on Comparing ACS Data to Other 
Sources

• The ACS Compass Products

ACS E l i T t i l

16

• ACS  E-learning Tutorial

• Design and Methodology Report
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Contact Information

Visit the ACS/PRCS website:Visit the ACS/PRCS website:
www.census.gov/acs

Contact by telephone:
301-763-1405

17

Contact by email:
acso.users.support@census.gov
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