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Collection Development Policies
The following are ways to identify and document the Federal government information 
needs of the congressional district or local area:
• Analyze demographic and socio-economic data about the community served

• Gain knowledge from subject matter expertise of library colleagues

• Review reference questions

• Track depository resources used in answering questions

• Review daily news sources

• Review other library Web pages or guides

• Employ library user surveys that include questions about Federal government information needs.

• Gain knowledge from participation in library associations or other library networks

• Review data about patron collection use within the library building (e.g., in-house use or 
circulation)

• Review use of PURLs from your catalog and library Web pages



User Needs 
• Item selection profiles should be updated regularly to ensure 

that user needs are being met

• The needs of both primary and non-primary users must be 
considered

• Collection Development policies and plans are recommended
Old practice New practice

‘Map’ or add new item numbers to 
libraries’ selection profiles based on 
similarity of content 

‘Map’ or add new item numbers to 
selection profiles based on 
similarity of content AND format(s)

* GPO will never add a tangible 
format to an online only selection 
profile
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Selection Profile 

List of 
Classes

DSIMS
Item 
Lister



Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Updated biweekly in an electronic file at: 
https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/825/list-classes-data-files

Modified List of Classes

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/825/list-classes-data-files


Depository Selection Information Management 
System (DSIMS)

• Used to view and manage selection profile

• Log in with library number and FDLP password

• Dropped item numbers take effect immediately

• Added item numbers for online materials take effect 
immediately

• Added item numbers for tangible materials take effect at 
the beginning of the Federal fiscal year (October 1)



Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

DSIMS
Use this tool when you want to change your item selection profile 

by adding or dropping item numbers

https://www.fdlp.gov/instruction/dsims

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/instruction/dsims


Item Lister
• Lists selected and/or non-selected item numbers
• Updated daily
• Available on fdlp.gov at https://selections.fdlp.gov/itemlister 

https://selections.fdlp.gov/itemlister


Benefits of keeping and/or selecting tangible: 

• Some publications are preferred by users in paper format.

• Paper may offer more security for preservation and access.

• A core collection, with historical or current materials in tangible formats, may benefit 
the needs of many users.

• Some content is not online.

• Online access features may not be user-friendly.

• Some online resources are not official like their print counterpart.

• Some agency websites only provide access to the current issue of online resources.

What formats to select?  



What formats to select? 

Why libraries might select online only (EL) item 
numbers:

• Receive cataloging records for EL items when 
purchased from vendor

• Use of various collection tools is easier

• Sometimes agencies decide to switch formats



Collection Lists 
• FDLP Basic Collection List 

(Digital access is required)

• FDLP Partnerships
(Digital access is required)

• Agency Subscription 
Database(s)
• Homeland Security Digital 

Library (HSDL)
Sample portion of the Basic Collection list

Depository Collection and Development guidance article: 
https://www.fdlp.gov/guidance/depository-collection-and-development

https://www.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/collections-and-databases/1442-basic-collection
https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/partnerships
https://www.fdlp.gov/guidance/depository-collection-and-development


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Selection Requirements

• Regional depositories either select everything in the List of 
Classes or have signed, official agreements with selectives 
who can select and receive the regional copy. 

• Selectives can choose not to select any item numbers at 
all. 

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Special Selection Offers (SSO) 
• Outside the regular item selection process

• GPO identifies titles of interest that are being published in 
print

• GPO opens a Special Selection Offer via FDLP News & Events
• Libraries who don’t select the item number (so they normally 

wouldn’t get the publication) can fill out a form and say they’d like to 
receive this particular title

• First-come, first-served

• The SSO becomes a part of your depository collection and is 
subject to regular weeding rules

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/


Online Publications and 
Digital Depositories



Digital Depository Libraries

The digital depository can be an excellent model for 
the FDLP library with limited budgets, space, and staff 
to process, house, and maintain tangible depository 
materials.

GPO always recommends cataloging online resources 
and/or providing subject guides or other finding aids 
to help patrons be aware of the online resources.

Guidance article: All or Mostly Online Depository Libraries

https://www.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance/guidance/2124-all-or-mostly-online-federal-depository-libraries


Digital Depository Libraries

1. New libraries who join the FDLP as a digital depository

2. Existing FDLP libraries who change their selection profile 
to stop receiving anything tangible and also weed their 
tangible collection over time to nothing

3. Existing FDLP libraries who change their selection profile 
to stop receiving anything tangible but keep some tangible 
material in the collection



Why be a digital depository?

When the public sees this                          

They can expect to find excellent government information 
services and standards, regardless of the information formats 
available locally

“It is immensely important that public citizens and private researchers have 

access to these federal documents, so we can understand how our government 

has worked and does work. It's essential to our democracy.”

Kim O’Connell, researcher at the Library of Virginia



Digital Depository Libraries 
An online publication (listed as having an EL format) is a 
government publication in online format. For example, it 
could be

• An entry point to a portal or online database
• An archived website
• A database
• A PDF, text, or other format document



Locating Online Publications 

New Electronic Titles 
(NET) List 

A sample of the variety seen in the NET!



Online 
Publications –
Catalog 
Records

Catalog of U.S. 
Government 
Publications 

(CGP)



Online Depository Collections 

• Online publications cataloged in the Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publications (CGP) (required)

• govinfo (required)

• GPO’s MetaLib

• Agency Subscription Databases the library has signed up to access

• Official content partnerships (including content in “hybrid” 
partnerships) (required)

• The FDLP Basic Collection (required)

http://catalog.gpo.gov/
https://www.govinfo.gov/
http://metalib.gpo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/requirements-and-guidance/collections-and-databases/article-agency-subscription
https://www.fdlp.gov/about/partnerships
https://www.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance-2/collections-and-databases/basic-collection


Online Depository Collections 

Letter from Anonymous Woman to Bess W. 
Truman, National Archives 

(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7560720) 

Trexler Library Blog

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7560720


FDLP PURL Usage Report
purlreferrals.fdlp.gov/

• Save institution ‘patterns’ to get customized PURL usage 
statistics

• Understand what your users are clicking on for collection 
development purposes

Webcasts: FDLP PURL Usage Report: Analyzing Usage of 
Digital FDLP Resources

http://purlreferrals.fdlp.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/training/fdlp-purl-usage-report-analyzing-usage-digital-fdlp-resources


Housing Tangible Collections



Preservation/Conservation
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Housing Microfiche



Housing Maps



Housing Posters



Housing Electronic Products



Repair/Replacement



Best Practices

• Have a collection development 
policy
• Review and update it regularly
• Know what it says / follow what 

it says
• Have a good, clear website for 

and about your depository
• Explain where your material is, 

how people can get to it, and 
who can help them with 
reference

• Do regular website updates

• Understand your users and 
tailor your collection to them

• Understand your institution’s 
needs

• Stay engaged and creative

• Set up the PURL reports for 
your library

• Treat and house your 
publications with care



Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Questions?

ask.gpo.gov 

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://ask.gpo.gov/s/FDLD

