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1861: GPO, the Civil War, and Sundry Events 
& Circumstances

Using government documents 
to obtain a D.C. perspective on 
U.S. history and social change

Cathy Jervey JohnsonMarianne Ryan

John DeFrees  the new Superintendent of 
Public Printing moves to Washington, D.C.

Location of the Public Printing Office, Serial Set 1103 H.misdoc.11, 
map 1, January 9, 1861; Washington, the National Capital, by H. P. 
Caemmerer, Serial Set 9343 S.doc.332, 1932; Annual report of 
Superintendent of Public Printing, Serial Set 1141 
H.misdoc.18, December 11, 1861,
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Resolutions on Public Printing

Printing enterprise, defense, education

Annual report of Superintendent of Public Printing, 
1860, Serial Set 1103 H.misdoc.11, January 9, 1861; 
Preliminary Report of Eighth Census, 1860, Serial Set  
1137 H.exdoc.116, May 19, 1862
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District of Columbia

History of the U.S. 
Capitol, Serial Set  
14620 S.doc.29, 2001

District of Columbia population

8th Census of United 
States, 1860, 
Population, Serial Set 
1202 
H.misdoc.86, 1864
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1860 Decennial Census Instructions

Department of Interior  Census Office, Eighth 
Census, United States—1860: Instructions to 
U.S. Marshalls. Instructions to Assistants, 1860

Columbia Institution for the Instruction 
of the Deaf and Dumb

Annual report of 
Board of Directors of 
Institution for Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind, 
1861, Serial 
Set 1117 
S.exdoc.1/10, Nov. 5, 
1861
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Government Hospital for the Insane

Annual 
Report of 
Board of 
Visitors of 
Government 
Hospital for 
Insane, 
1861, Serial 
1117 
S.exdoc.1/9,
October 1, 
1861

Patents Yale Locks, Otis Elevators

Patent Office, 
1861, Pt. 2, Arts 
and 
Manufactures, S
erial Set, 132 
H.exdoc.53/2, Fe
bruary 13, 1862
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Jan. 21, 1861 Senator Jefferson Davis of 
Mississippi resigns

Senate, 1789-1989, Classic Speeches, 1830-1993 Vol. III: Bicentennial Edition, ProQuest  Serial Set Digital Collection, 13725 
S.doc.20/3, 1995; Official Records of Union and Confederate Navies, ser. 2, vol. 2, ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection, 8016 
H.doc.254, 1921; Points of  Historic Interest in National Capital, ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection, 7255 S.doc.36, May 14, 1917

Feb. 18, 1961 Treaty with Arapahoe and 
Cheyenne Indians

[Treaty with the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians.] Message of the President, ProQuest  Serial Set Digital Collection, SED-37-1-5, July 31, 
1861; Map of Colorado Territory, ProQuest   Serial Set  Digital Collection, 1120 S.exdoc.1/15, map 8, December 3, 1861; Branch mint at 
Denver, Colorado Territory, Serial Set Digital Collection, 144 H.rp.36, February 20, 1862 
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Feb. 23, 1861 the President arrives “incog”

Capitol Builder: The Shorthand Journals of Montgomery C. Meigs, 1853-1859, 1861, 
ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection, 14612 S.doc.20, 2001

Mar. 4, 1861 Lincoln inaugurated… and 
the Government Printing Office purchased for 

$135,000

SERIAL-SET-ID: 14612 S.doc.20, Inaugural address of President Lincoln, March 4, 1861, ProQest Serial Set Digital Collection, 1082 
S.exdoc.1, March 8, 1861; Capitol Builder: The Shorthand Journals of Montgomery C. Meigs, 1853-1859, 1861, ProQuest Serial Set Digital 
Collection, 14612 S.doc.20, 2001
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Apr. 14, 1861 the Capitol commandeered 
by the military

History of the U.S. Capitol, ProQuest Serial Set Digital 
Collection, 14620 S.doc.29, 2001

Apr. 22, 1861  Massachusetts Regiment in 
the Senate

Historical Almanac of the 
U.S. Senate, ProQuest
Serial Set Digital 
Collection, 3850 
S.doc.35, 1989; 
Suspension of Functions 
of Board of Police. 
Memorial of Mayor and 
Council of Baltimore, 
Maryland, ProQuest Serial 
Set Digital 
Collection, 1115 
H.misdoc.22, July 25, 
1861
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July 1, 1861 recommendations for 
appropriations for Long Bridge

Long Bridge at the foot of 14th Street SW . During the Civil War the bridge was the principal 
military route to the South

Annual  Report of Secretary of War, 1861,  ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection, 1112 S.exdoc.1/2, July 1, 1861

July 10, 1861 Expulsion of Southern 
Senators

Historical Almanac of the U.S. 
Senate, ProQuest Serial Set Digital 
Collection, 13850 S.doc.35, 1989
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July 16‐22, 1861 
Bull Run/Manassas Campaign

Conduct of the War, v. 2, pt. 1: Battle of Bull Run, 1153 S.rp.108/2, April 
6, 1863; Senate, 1789-1989, Addresses on the History of the U.S. 
Senate Vol I: Bicentennial Edition, 13723 S.doc.20/1, 1989, ProQuest 
Serial Set Digital Collection

Oct. 21, 1861 Battle of Ball’s Bluff

Conduct of the War, v. 2, pt. 1: Battle of Bull Run, 1153 S.rp.108/2, April 6, 1863; Senate, 1789-1989, Addresses on the History of 
the U.S. Senate Vol I: Bicentennial Edition, 13723 S.doc.20/1, 1989, ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection



11

Oct. 26, 1861 Pony Express ceases to 
operate

House Documents, Vol. 15, Smithsonian Year, 1971, ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection, 3000 H.doc.209, 1971

Nov. 6, 1861 Confederate envoys Slidell and 
Mason removed from British ship Trent

Presidential Message on Removal 
of James M. Mason and John 
Slidell from British steamer Trent,
1121 S.exdoc.8, Dec. 30, 1861; 
Points of  Historic Interest in 
National Capital, 7255 
S.doc.36, May 14, 1917; Official 
Records of Union and Confederate 
Navies, Series 2, vol. 3, 8017 
H.doc.316, 1922, ProQuest Serial 
Set Digital Collection
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December 1861 Expedition of Captain 
John Mullan in the Pacific Northwest

Yearbook of Agriculture Department, 7720 
H.doc.728, November 15, 1919; Report on the 
Construction of a Military Road from Fort Walla-Walla 
to Fort Benton, 1149 S.exdoc.43, February 19, 1863,
ProQuest Serial Set Digital Collection

An Act Making Appropriations….
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Questions?

Catherine Jervey Johnson
catherine.johnson@proquest.com

Marianne Ryan

marianne‐ryan@northwestern.edu


