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PURL Referral Reporting Tool

Karen Sieger
Manager, Web Content Management

Library Services and Content Management
U.S. Government Printing Office

What is the PURL
Referral Reporting Tool?

• Provides statistics for Federal depository libraries of requests made to 
GPO‐created PURLs (http://purl.access.gpo.gov/*and 
http://purl.fdlp.gov/*).

• Used to evaluate the total number as well as what types of PURLs are 
accessed at your institution.

• Statistics are generated daily and are cumulative monthly.
• Historical traffic is available for a minimum of 1 year.
• Export data in comma separated value (CSV) format.
• Tool enhancements are possible based on community prioritization 

and GPO funding/staffing resources.
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http://purlreferrals.fdlp.gov

Login with your FDLP Desktop
account credentials.

DEMO: Date/Property Search
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DEMO: Basic Stat Output

DEMO: Detail Stat Report
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DEMO: CGP Search Result

DEMO: CGP Record View
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Extracting PURL Usage
Data from Log Files

• Based on headers from incoming requests.

• Traffic is routed based on the completeness of the headers.

• Known ro(bots) and traffic meeting #4 above are not included in 
the PURL referrals.

Preference Referer User‐Agent Rating

1 Best

2 Better

3 Acceptable

4 Unreportable

Traffic Examples
1. Referer and User‐Agent

corb089146.halls.colostate.edu ‐ ‐ [11/Oct/2011:00:02:11 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS523 
HTTP/1.1" 302 275 "http://lib.colostate.edu/databases/?tab=subject" """Mozilla/5.0 
(Windows NT 6.1; WOW64; rv:6.0.2) Gecko/20100101 Firefox/6.0.2"""

2. Referer with No User‐Agent
lawn‐143‐215‐125‐101.lawn.gatech.edu ‐ ‐ [11/Oct/2011:00:12:53 ‐0400] "GET 
/GPO/LPS121195 HTTP/1.1" 302 327 
"http://portal.library.gatech.edu/vufind/Record/925734" "‐""

3. User‐Agent with No Referer
proxy.library.jhu.edu ‐ ‐ [11/Oct/2011:00:10:32 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS118215 HTTP/1.1" 
302 382 "‐" """Mozilla/4.0 (compatible; MSIE 8.0; Windows NT 6.0; Trident/4.0; GTB7.1; 
.NET4.0C)"" 

4. Neither Referer Nor User‐Agent
library.uh.edu ‐ ‐ [11/Oct/2011:00:01:38 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3605 HTTP/1.0"
302 298 "‐" "‐""
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Why Not Include All Traffic?
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3580 HTTP/1.0" 302 290 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1458/ HTTP/1.0" 404 1242 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS2649 HTTP/1.0" 302 264 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS2314 HTTP/1.0" 302 288 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS5735 HTTP/1.0" 302 266 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS6186 HTTP/1.0" 302 286 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS194 HTTP/1.0" 302 302 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1510 HTTP/1.0" 302 268 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS547 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS547 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS547 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4842 HTTP/1.0" 302 331 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4300 HTTP/1.0" 302 283 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1222 HTTP/1.0" 302 310 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS2251 HTTP/1.0" 302 275 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3361 HTTP/1.0" 302 256 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3419 HTTP/1.0" 302 305 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1692 HTTP/1.0" 302 293 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3286 HTTP/1.0" 302 271 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS5135 HTTP/1.0" 302 280 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4225 HTTP/1.0" 302 283 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4394 HTTP/1.0" 302 273 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS5059 HTTP/1.0" 302 269 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1517 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS1663 HTTP/1.0" 302 290 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4200 HTTP/1.0" 302 288 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3289 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3558 HTTP/1.0" 302 323 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS533 HTTP/1.0" 302 271 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS6549 HTTP/1.0" 302 281 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS3752 HTTP/1.0" 302 288 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS4942 HTTP/1.0" 302 268 "‐" "‐"
alpha3.suffolk.lib.ny.us ‐ ‐ [30/Sep/2011:02:05:33 ‐0400] "GET /GPO/LPS6108 HTTP/1.0" 302 283 "‐" "‐"

• While a PURL is 
requested, there is no 
indication that the 
request is made from a 
patron.

• Frequency of requests 
indicates a bot (e.g., link 
validator).

• Including this type of 
traffic would 
erroneously inflate a 
depository’s traffic 
statistic.

Limitations of the PURL
Referral Reporting Tool

• Used only if your institution links to Federal publications 
using PURLs.

• Is not the sole reporter of patron usage.

• Institutions using a shared OPAC cannot isolate traffic that 
originated from their institution. Credit is attributed to the 
shared catalog (based on referer).

• Institutions sending headers with no referrer AND no user‐
agent need to modify their headers in order to obtain 
referral statistics.
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Insider Tips

• Provide a referrer for the most accurate statistics. Statistics 
are only as good as the headers provided to GPO. 

• Consult your IT department for the hostnames and IP 
addresses used by your institution. Consider off‐campus 
access through proxy servers.

• Use wildcards for broader searching and use specific 
addresses to isolate traffic.

• Exclude traffic from staff computers by searching 
specifically for those workstations. Either subtract those 
from your institution’s overall total or contact GPO to have 
that traffic rerouted to the bot layer.

Learn More & Help
• Read about PURL referrals and the reporting tool on the 

FDLP Desktop:
o Linking to Federal Resources Using Persistent Uniform Resource 

Locators (PURLs) http://www.fdlp.gov/collections/building‐
collections/614‐purls

o PURL Enhancement and Stabilization 
http://www.fdlp.gov/home/about/717‐purl‐enhancement‐and‐
stabilization

• Contact me through the FDLP Community site.
o Private Message @ ksieger
o FDLP Web Services forum 

http://community.fdlp.gov/distribution/viewforum.php?f=67


