
Peeling the Onion with Fewer Tears:
Cataloging in Primo/Alma to Enhance Discovery & Access

2022 Federal Depository Library Conference
Faye Mazzia, Robin Chan, & Rich Gause

University of Central Florida Libraries



Bound-with Items
Bound together reports/volumes of government documents (bound-
withs) pose unique cataloging challenges in discovery and circulation.

• On regular open shelving the call number is used to locate items, 
even if they are bound together with other items.

• When a volume is checked out, the separate bibliographic records for 
each item should be updated to identify its availability status.

• In our automated storage software, the barcode is used to retrieve 
items and each bibliographic record must be linked to that barcode.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UCF – ASERL Center of Excellence for Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) documents – University of Delaware sent us 150 shelves of AEC technical reports from 1950’s-1970’s. Issues: (1) shelf space; (2) pre-1976 retrospective cataloging; (3) bound-with 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Top right image – 14 items bound together. Retrieval not a problem on standard shelving - relies on call number, then sequential within bound volume. Problem: need each item’s bibliographic record to reflect checkout status.



UCF Libraries – Automated Retrieval Center (ARC) with 
robotic forklifts and 2' x 4' bins for books

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Automated Retrieval Center (ARC) -- books are sorted by size and use the barcode to identify retrieval – need each bibliographic record in bound-with volume tied to same barcode.
https://library.ucf.edu/21st/phase-i/



Primo Collections

The Collections feature in Alma/Primo allows staff users to create 
local collections of mixed materials on any topic or subject 
matter.

• Virtual browsing

• Showcase special items

• Persistent URLs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Collections feature in new library catalog system provides ability to highlight certain items



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ellipsis (three dots) at the right end of the yellow banner (next to “Browse Catalog”) displays expanded menu, which includes “Reading Lists and Collections”
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&lang=en



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&collectionId=81407318210006596







Bound-with Items
What are the issues we've had to consider regarding Bound-With?
• Shared bibliographic records with 39 other institutions – state 

universities and state colleges across Florida
• Automated storage system requires public users to submit retrieval 

requests rather than open shelves
• Alma only allows barcode numbers to be associated with a single 

item
• Borrowing a bound volume checks out all bound titles



Refresher
OCLC Support & Training
Bibliographic Formats and Standards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Support and Training - OCLC Bibliographic Formats & Standards: https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html 



Example
1 Physical Book
1 Barcode
3 Separate Items

1: Reactor Physics of H₂O-Moderated 
Power Reactors

2: Plutonium Recycle in the Calder Hall 
Type Reactor​

3: Bibliography for Nuclear 
and Conventional Merchant Ships

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SuDoc for three items: Y 3.At 7:22/ASAE-S-7; Y 3.At 7:22/ASAE-S-8; Y 3.At 7:22/ASAE-S-10
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01FALSC_UCF/qnmvuu/alma99383450466706596 




Laying Out All the Pieces
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1st Layer

How can we connect multiple bibliographic records together?
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Cataloging: Step 1
• Host Bibliographic Record
• Reactor Physics of H₂O-Moderated Power Reactors
• Constituent Unit Entry Field
• MARC 774

• 1st Indicator 0 for display note
• 2nd Indicator Undefined or 8 for display constant controller

• Many subfields
• $o for Other Item Identifier (SuDoc)

• $t for Title
• $w for Record Control Number (MMS ID)



Cataloging: Step 2
• Related Bibliographic Records:

• Plutonium Recycle in the Calder Hall Type Reactor
• Bibliography for Nuclear and Conventional Merchant Ships

• Host Item Entry
• MARC 773

• Treat same as 774 field



Relationship
One-to-many Relationship:
Host record can have 
multiple related titles 
(multiple 774s)
Related record will only 
have one 773 host titles*

*Unless there are multiple copies of 
a particular title across multiple 
bound with volumes.
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Discovery – Host Record

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best Practices – Keep end user in mind – bibliographic record readable



Discovery – Related Record 1



Discovery – Related Record 2



2nd Layer
How can we show that the host and constituent titles all 
have the same location on the shelf?



Laying Out All the Pieces
Physical Resources Host & Related Records

Bibliographic Record

Holdings Record

Item

Host 
Record

Related 
Record 

1

Related 
Record 

2



Cataloging: Step 3
Build Out the Holdings Record
• Only Host title will have Holdings Record
• Linkage Number
• MARC 014

• 1st Indicator 1 for Bibliographic Record Number
• 2nd Indicator undefined

• 2 Subfields
• $a Linkage Number
• $b Source of Number



Source of Number



3rd Layer

How can we request a Bound With volume?



Laying Out All the Pieces
Physical Resources Host & Related Records
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Cataloging: Step 4
Assign the Barcode​
• Related Parts​
• MARC 773/774 Subfield g



Graphic Representation
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Host Title Availability

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best Practices – Keep end user in mind – Availability & retrieval process



Host Title Request



Host Title Availability



Related Title 1 Availability



Related Title 2 Availability



Primo 
Fulfillment Configuration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional Primo display configurations are required to show related title availability.



Fulfillment Configuration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Enable related record services must be turned on for both View It and Get it.



Additional Display Configurations
Bound With vs. Is Part Of Title and Related Titles

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Separate out Bound With and Is Part Of labels in display field; Do not include Related Titles to show in brief record display.



Additional Considerations

• MMS – Build Record Relations Job
• Local Fields in a Shared Bibliographic Catalog – buggy; 

related titles displaying in other institutions
• Orphan Records – no holdings or items get suppressed 

or deleted
• Serials Records in Bound Withs or multi part 

monographs require holdings and dummy records – still 
investigating

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MMS-Build Record Relations Job only runs once a day



Why use Collections?
• Organize into themed groups
• Virtual representation of holdings in 

storage
• Spotlight "hidden" materials
• Increase exposure

Advantages to using Collections
• Ease of use
• Low entry barrier
• Persistent URLs
• Banner images

Collections in Alma/Primo



Accessing Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF



Top-Level Collection (Primo)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Staff Use sub-collection – sandbox for testing



Manage Collections in Alma



Manage Collections in Alma (cont.)



Top-Level Collection (Alma)



Sub-Collection (Primo)



Sub-Collection (Alma)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&collectionId=81409907970006596





Collection nesting
Top Level Collection

Sub-Collection 1

Sub-Collection 2

Sub-Collection 3

Sub-Collection 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best Practices – Keep end users in mind – Computer screen – “above the fold” – use subfolders



Sub-sub-Collection (Primo)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&collectionId=81436299830006596



Sub-sub-Collection (Alma)



Collection Bib Record (Primo)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01FALSC_UCF/qnmvuu/alma99383824765706596



Adding to a Collection



Adding to a Collection (sets)



Images (default)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best Practices – Keep end users in mind – Visually distinct banners



Images (Alma)



Images (sourcing - screenshots)
Windows key+shift+S
For a quick screenshot

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo177119 



Images (sourcing - custom)



Limitations (display)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ucf-flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01FALSC_UCF:UCF&collectionId=81403236540006596



Limitations (search)



Limitations (the waiting is the hardest part)

F5 F5 F5
F5 F5 F5
F5 F5 F5



Other Issues

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/308173-alma/suggestions/45152647-enable-alma-collections-items-linked-to-logical-se



Best Practices
Keep end users in mind
• Bibliographic record readable
• Availability & retrieval process
• Computer screen – “above the fold” 

– use subfolders
• Visually distinct banners

Trouble-shooting
• Internal communication
• Cross-institution discussions
• Vendor wishlists for new features

Stay patient



Faye Mazzia, Electronic Resources Cataloger Librarian
- Faye.Mazzia@ucf.edu 

Robin Chan, Library Technical Assistant II
- Robin@ucf.edu 

Rich Gause, Government Information Librarian
- richg@ucf.edu 
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