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Important Dates

1871 Printed patents first distributed to 
libraries

1977 First Training Conference

1982 Cassis on-line available

1990 PDLP becomes PTDLP

2000 Complete back file of patents & TMs on 
DVD-ROM

2011 PTDLP becomes PTRCP
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PTRCs Are…A Network of 
Libraries

Public Libraries (31)      
Academic Libraries (44)     
State Libraries (6)  
Special Libraries (1) 

Total   82
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Coverage
There are PTRCs in 46 states, plus 2 in Puerto Rico and 

1 in the District of Columbia. 

For people in the DC metropolitan area, you can visit 
Howard University’s Founders Library, University 
of Maryland at College Park’s Engineering & 
Physical Sciences Library or University of 
Baltimore’s Law Library—or, USPTO Headquarters’ 
Public Search Facility.

There are no PTRCs in Oregon, Idaho, Arizona or 
Virginia—currently.
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PTRCs Are…Librarians Helping 
Customers Access IP Information

6

PTRCs Are…Librarians Finding 
Answers to Questions

How do I do 
a patent 
search?

How much does it 
cost to get a patent 

or trademark?

Where can I find a 
list of patent 
attorneys?

How do I do a 
trademark search?

Do you have info on 
invention promotion 

firms?
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PTRCs Are…Programs for 
Inventors and Small Businesses
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PTRCs Are…Face to Face Instruction on 
Searching Patents on the USPTO Website
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…Searching PubWEST (Public Web-Based 
Examiners Search Tool) Patent Databases
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PTRCs are…Face to Face Instruction on 
Searching Trademarks on the USPTO 

Website
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PTRC Program Services: Annual 
Training Seminars at USPTO

12

PTRC Program Services: Training 
Library Staff On-Site at PTRCs
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PTRCs Are…Public Programs 
Taught by PTRCP Staff

Little Rock AR PTRC
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PTRCs are NOT…

Librarians and staff at PTRCs cannot 
provide legal advice (only 
attorneys can do that) and cannot 
conduct patentability or trademark 
clearance searches for customers.  
They can, however, show 
customers HOW TO SEARCH using 
generic examples.
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PTRC Program Services: Information 
Dissemination in Print

No Longer Federal Depository Items

The USPTO no longer distributes Official Gazettes 
(Patent or Trademark editions) as federal 
depository print items.  

Electronic versions of both editions are available for 
weekly searching on the USPTO website.

GPO still produces a print version of the OG for 
Trademarks for a fee.

The USPTO no longer produces Cassis database 
searching discs or USAPat/USAMark/USAApp image 
DVDs.  
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PTRC Program Services:  PTRCP 
Staff Created Educational Aids

18

PTRC Program Services:  Email, List 
Serve & Toll Free Telephone Support for 

Librarians
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www.uspto.gov/ptrc

20

Questions?

ptrcoffice@uspto.gov
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U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office
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What is Intellectual Property?

 A product of the 
intellect that may have 
commercial value.

 A creation of the mind, 
such as inventions, 
literary and artistic 
works, symbols, 
names, images, and 
designs used in 
commerce.

8/15/2012
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Ways to Protect Intellectual 
Property

Copyrights

 Trade 
Secrets

Patents

 Trademarks
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Copyright

Protects "original works of authorship" 
fixed in a tangible form of expression

8/15/2012
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Copyrightable Works

Literary works

Musical works

Dramatic works

Choreographed 
works
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Commercial Art 
Graphic works
Sculptural works
Motion Pictures
Sound 

Recordings
Architectural 

Plans, Drawings 
or Buildings

8/15/2012
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Exclusive Rights to Copyright 
Owner

Exclusive Right to 

Reproduce the work

Prepared derivative works

Distribute copies

Perform the work publicly

Display the work publicly

Or to Authorize others to do so.
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Copyright Fees

U.S. Copyright Office registration filing fees (as of 7/2012)

$65 per paper application filing (original work of authorship 
on Forms PA, SR, TX, VA, SE)

$35 per application for electronic filing (basic claim in an 
original work of authorship)

For a complete list see copyright.gov/docs/fees.html .

8/15/2012
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Copyright Registration 
Benefits

 Registration establishes a public record of copyright claim
 Registration necessary before filing an infringement suit
 Financial recovery
 Record registration with U.S. Customs Service (below) 
 Low Cost
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Trade Secrets

 Must remain a secret!
 A trade secret may be a formula, practice, process, 

design, instrument, pattern, or compilation of information 
used by a business to obtain an advantage over 
competitors within the same industry or profession

8/15/2012
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Benefits of Trade Secrets

No fees

No registration

No time limits

Gives the business 
an advantage over 
competitors
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Patents

A U.S. patent is…
a property right granted by the Government of 

the United States of America to an inventor,
“to exclude others from making, using, 

offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States or importing 
the invention into the United States,”

for a limited time,
in exchange for public disclosure of the invention 

when the patent is granted.

8/15/2012
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What Can Be Patented?
(Utility Patent example)

 Machine, Article of 
Manufacture, Process, 
Composition of Matter, 
Business Methods (since 
mid-90’s court decision)

 Any new, useful 
improvement of the above

 Term: 20 years from filing 
date.
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Design Patents

 Granted for a 
new, original 
and ornamental 
design for an 
article of 
manufacture. 
 Only the 
appearance is 
protected.
 Term: 14 
years from the 
date the patent 
is granted

8/15/2012
16

Design Patent Examples—Steve 
Jobs, Co-Inventor
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Plant Patents

 Granted for a new, asexually reproduced plant

 Term: 20 years from filing date

8/15/2012
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What Cannot Be Patented?

Inventions which are NOT NEW (lack novelty);
Inventions which were “MADE PUBLIC” more than one 

year prior to patent application filing date;
Inventions which are OBVIOUS variations of known 

technology (obvious to one familiar with the technology);
Inventions which are not useful (have use).
Laws of nature, physical phenomena & abstract ideas.
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What Does Patent Pending Mean?

This means a 
provisional or non-
provisional patent 
application has been 
submitted to the 
USPTO.

This may act to 
discourage others from 
applying for a patent on 
the same product or 
copying the product.

8/15/2012
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Utility Patent Fees: Non-Provisional 
Application for a Small Entity (as of 7/11/12)

 Initial filing fee,   
$95*(electronic)/190
 Search Fee, $310
 Examination Fee, $125
 Issue Fee, $870
 Maintenance Fees:

–3.5 yrs. $565
–7.5 yrs. $1425
–11.5 yrs. $2365

Note:  Fees subject to change.  Check the latest fee schedule at  
www.uspto.gov/about/offices/cfo/finance/fees.jsp
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Value of an Early Priority Date

Unless an inventor files evidence that 
his/her invention was actually made 
earlier than an application filing date*, 
the filing date serves as the date before 
which publications, public use, and 
sales may serve as “prior art” against 
the invention.

“Prior art” is used by patent offices, 
including the USPTO, to determine 
whether an invention is new and non-
obvious.

Thus, applicants want to secure the 
earliest filing date possible for their 
inventions to avoid the most prior art. 

*This will change 
on March 16, 
2013 due to new 
law.

8/15/2012
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Prior Art

Any document that contains 
a discussion or 
description relevant to an 
invention for which a 
patent is currently being 
sought is a prior art 
reference.

A patent examiner may 
reject one or more claims 
on the grounds that they 
are “anticipated by” the 
prior art.

Patents or 
Published Patent 

Applications 
(U.S. or foreign)

Journal 
Articles

Conference 
Proceedings

Books, Tech 
Reports

Video

Dissertations

Websites
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Patents as Property

Can be sold (“assigned”) 
or a lump sum

Can be licensed to 
another party with inventor 
receiving royalties while 
retaining patent

Can be inherited by heirs

8/15/2012
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What is a Trademark?
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A trade name or commercial name is the 
name under which an individual or 
corporation conducts business. 

Fuji Heavy Industries - trade name
Subaru® - trademark

Here, a trade name is also used as a 
trademark:

A Trade Name may or may not 
function as a Trademark

8/15/2012
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TRADEMARKS
(umbrella term)

tm

Trademarks

(tangibles)

products/goods

sm

Service marks

(intangibles)

services
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TM, SM and ®

"TM" (trademark) or "SM" (service mark) – used to 
designate you are claiming rights in a mark

"®" – used only after the USPTO registers a mark, 
not while an application is pending; cannot be 
used if the mark is not registered with USPTO

®

8/15/2012
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Word/Letter Marks

Apple, Inc.
Reg. 2,653,465

Bubblicious Warner-Lambert Co.
Reg. 1,064,061

XEROX Xerox, Inc.
Reg. 525,717

Just Do It. Nike Inc.
Reg. 1,817,919 

iTunes
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Color Marks

UPS (brown) #2131693, others
Deere & Company (Green and Yellow) # 

3877113 , others

8/15/2012
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Logos, Symbols and 
Designs

McDonald’s
Reg. 1,303,958

Nike
Reg. 1,990,180 

Mr. Clean
Reg. 2,626,563
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Composite Marks

Starbucks Coffee
Reg. 3428128 and others

PepsiCo, Inc.
Reg. 3120808

8/15/2012
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Forms of Trademark 
Protection

Common Law
protection derived 

from use
State Registration

registered with one or 
more U.S. states

Federal Registration
registered by the U.S. 

Patent and 
Trademark Office



17

8/15/2012
33

Trademark Rights

Rights arise from actual use of a 
mark in commerce, whether it is 
registered or not.

Rights can last indefinitely (if mark 
remains in use).

Benefits accrue with federal 
registration of trademarks at the 
USPTO.

8/15/2012
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Federal Trademark 
Registration Benefits

 Filing date “constructive” date of first use

 Evidence of the registrant’s ownership of the mark 
and exclusive right to use the mark in commerce 
for goods or services specified in registration

 Right to sue in federal courts and recover profits, 
possibly treble damages and attorney’s fees

 Customs Service aid

®
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Patents            Trademarks
1. Protect inventions.

2. Patented inventions 
may/may not make it to 
commerce

3. Length of protection is 
limited

4. Only issued at the federal 
level

5. Complex, costly 
applications

1. Protect words, etc. used 
on products and services 
in commerce

2. Many trademarked 
products/services are not 
patented

3. Length of protection is 
not limited, IF…

4. Also issued at the state 
level

5. Much less complex and 
less costly applications

8/15/2012
36
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Patents:  Search

USPTO Website has two patent publication 
databases:

 PatFT (Patents Full-Text)
– Full Text back to 1976
– All patents accessible by U.S. Patent 

Classification or Patent Number

 AppFT (Published Patent Applications Full-
Text)

8/15/2012
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Patent Images

Tiff file images of all 
U.S. Patents (to 
1790)

Tiff file images of all 
U.S. Published 
Patent 
Applications (to 
March 2001)
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Patents:  View Application 
Files

Public

PAIR

(Patent

Application

Information 

Retrieval)

8/15/2012
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Patents:  File Electronically
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Independent Inventors Web 
Pages

www.uspto.gov/inventors/independent/index.jsp

indenpendentinventor@uspto.gov

“From Concept to Protection” training module

https://uspto.connectsolutions.com/conceptprotection/
8/15/2012

42
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America Invents Act Microsite
www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/index.jsp

8/15/2012
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USPTO Customer Contact 
Centers

For general information, mailing addresses, 
Internet addresses, and contact 
information for other USPTO services. 

General Support is available Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(except federal holidays).

Technical Support is available Monday-
Friday 5:30 am through Midnight EST 
and Saturday-Sunday 5:30 am through 
10 pm EST. 

800 786-9199 (toll-free) or
571 272-1000 (local)
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Questions?

Disclaimer:  Any commercial products or services mentioned in this 
presentation are strictly used for illustrative purposes only and do not 
represent an endorsement by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Contact your nearest Patent and Trademark 
Resource Center for follow-up questions.
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How did you get here today?

• “An improvement in hoisting 
apparatus”?

• “Endless conveyer”?

• “An occupant propelled wheeled 
land vehicle”?
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Welcome to the Language of 
Patents

• Patents are a mixture of legal language and 
scientific language—”Patentese.”

• This makes helping new patent searchers 
challenging.

4

“Why Should an Inventor Search 
Patents?”

• Invention disclosed in a patent application must 
meet USPTO requirements of novelty, usefulness 
and non-obviousness in order to be granted a 
patent.

• Potential money saver if the inventor finds out 
his/her invention has previously been patented.

• Helps considerably if inventor later chooses to 
hire a patent attorney or agent.

• “Patentese”
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“What Information Can be Found in 
Different Parts of a U.S. Patent?”

• Search for U.S. patent 6318362 in 
the PatFT (Patents Full-Text 
Database).

• Start with the USPTO home page:  
www.uspto.gov .

6
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Search for Patents Page

8

Patent Number Search in 
PatFT
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• HTML full-text version of patent 6318362.  U.S. patents back to 1976 
will have a corresponding html full-text version.

Tiff format 
image of 
the front 
page of 
U.S. 
patent 
6318362.

How can 
you view 
or print 
other 
pages?
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Sections of a Utility Patent

Examine patent 6318362.  Identify the 
sections:

• Front page
– Bibliographic data

• Drawing(s) Sheets
• Specification

– Background, statement of problem
– Description, mode of use
– Claims

12

Information on Patent Front Page

1. Who is/are the inventor(s)?

2. Was this invention assigned to a 
company?  

3. What date did the patent issue?



7

13

Information on Front Page, cont.

4. How many U.S. patents are cited 
in the “References Cited” section?  
How many foreign patents are 
cited?  Is any non-patent literature 
cited?

5. What is a Certificate of 
Correction?

6. What is an Ex Parte 
Reexamination Certificate?

14

“Can you find out if there is a Patent on a 
product?  All I have is the Trademark”

This is sold in stores under the name 
“Breathe Right.”  Could we use this name 
to find its patent in the PatFT (Patents 
Full-Text) database?
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“How Can I find the Patents 
by a Certain Inventor?”

Is the inventor listed in patent 
6318632, Bruce C. Johnson, 
credited as the inventor on other 
U.S. patents?

16

Search

From the 
top right 
hand corner 
of the home 
page, select 
“Search for 
Patents.” 
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Search for Patents Page: 
Access Quick Search on PatFT

18

Inventor Name Search Format:
Lastname-Firstname$

While inventor names can be searched back to 1920, 
other fields are limited to 1976.

$ is a truncation symbol
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Inventor Name Search Results

Using in/johnson-bruce-c$ and ic/"st paul“ will narrow down the 
search results further.

20

Go to Advanced Search Form

• Now let’s look at searching in PatFT using the 
Advanced Search Form.  If you are on a 
Results list or HTML version of a patent, you 
can easily select from the red buttons, the 
“Advanced” button.
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Advanced Search Form
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Advanced Search Form in PatFT

• The Advanced Search Form allows you to create more 
complex searches.

• In this form you must type the Field Code before your Search 
term with a slash.  The Field Codes are listed in a table with 
hyperlinks to more information on each code.

• For example, the field code for Assignee Name is AN.  So a 
search for the patents where Ford Motor Company is the 
Assignee would be:    

AN/”Ford Motor Company”
(Exact phrases should be enclosed in quotes. Field codes may 

be written in lower or upper case.)
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Exercise

• Using the Advanced Search Form, find the 
patents of inventor David Fleming.  He 
resides in Lincoln, Nebraska.

• What are the field codes for Inventor Name, 
Inventor City and Inventor State?

• How must the Inventor State field code be 
entered?

24

IN/Fleming-D$ and (IC/Lincoln and IS/NE)
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1. He’s the 
inventor or co-
inventor on how 
many patents?

2. What is unusual 
about his 
patents?

3. Could you have 
done this search 
on the Quick 
Form?

26

“What’s the Difference between a 
Design Patent and a Utility Patent?”

• Compare US patents 4831735 
and D302929.

• How do they differ?

• How are they similar?
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Search

From the 
top right 
hand corner 
of the home 
page, select 
“Search for 
Patents.” 

28

Search for Patents Page
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Preliminary U.S. Patent Search

A preliminary U.S. patent search is ideally a 
classification search of granted U.S. patents 
and published U.S. patent applications 
conducted to determine patentability of an 
invention.  

It should be supplemented with a keyword 
search, though there are definite pitfalls 
associated with relying on a keyword search 
only.
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Keyword Search Problems

Keyword Searchers may not Anticipate :
Vague or inconsistent terminology used in patents:

“Toy and Process of Use” (Patent 2,415,012)
Obsolete names and terms:

“LP”… “hi-fi”… “airship”…”water closet”..”party line 
telephone”

Different meanings in different fields:
“Mouse” the Animal v. Computer “Mouse”

Synonyms:
Rodent Extermination Device 

(Patent 5,185,953)

32

Problems with Relying on Keyword 
Searching, continued

Keyword Searchers may not anticipate:
• Some text may have British English spellings:

– colour v. color
– tyre v. tire

• Spelling errors and variations in the text:
– repellant v. repellent
– three wheeled v. tri-wheeled

• Acronyms and abbreviations may/may not be 
used:
– LED, light emitting diode
– PDA, personal digital assistant
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And the Biggest Problem with 
Keyword Searching…

USPTO 
patent web 
databases 
limit keyword 
searching to 
no further 
back than 
1976.

But searching 
by U.S. Patent 
Classification 
can cover 
patents issued 
prior to 1976—
all the way to 
1790.

34

U.S. Patent Classification

• There are currently 
>450 classes and 
>150,000 subclasses in 
the U.S. Patent 
Classification System 
(USPC)

• Fortunately, there is an 
online Index to USPC.

Some USPC Classes…
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Cooperative Patent Classification

Arriving for U.S. patents on January 1, 2013.
As USPTO website search aids for CPC are introduced, 

we will promote them to our PTRCs.
U.S. Patent Classification, however, will also appear on 

U.S. utility patents for two additional years.
U.S. design patents and plant patents will remain using 

USPC and will not use CPC.

36

Don’t Exclude Keyword 
Searches

• Keyword searches should supplement U.S. Patent 
Classification searches so searches can be as 
thorough as possible

• Group together synonyms to increase chances of 
finding relevant patents e.g., (car or automobile or 
auto or “land motor vehicle”)

• Use truncation symbols to get singular and plural 
versions of a word (vehicle$)

• Use quotes to group search phrases where words 
are adjacent (“image viewer”)
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“What is a Trademark?”

Any Word, Name, 
Symbol, Device (or 
any combination 
thereof) 
used to identify and 
distinguish goods or 
services and to 
indicate their source.

8/15/2012 38

Number One Mistake People 
Make in Trademark Searching

• Many assume that all they have to do is 
search for the exact spelling of the 
trademark they seek to register. 

• They think that if the mark does not 
appear in the USPTO’s trademark 
database, they’ll get a registration for their 
mark.
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Why is this a Potential 
Pitfall?

• If there is a registered U.S. trademark or prior-
filed application for a mark that is not spelled 
exactly like your mark but similar in sound, 
appearance, meaning or commercial impression, 
and used in connection with related goods and/or 
services, then the trademark will be refused 
registration.

– Why?  It is likely that consumers would be 
confused by similar trademarks for the 
same or related goods and/or services.

8/15/2012 40

Likelihood of Confusion Analysis

– “Would customers be likely to believe in error 
that the goods and/or services come from the 
same source?”

– If “yes,” then the TM examining attorney will 
refuse registration of the applicant’s trademark.
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Hypothetical Example:

CANDIE CONES  for “candy”
vs
KANDI KONZ for “gum”

• likely that consumers 
would be confused by 
similar trademarks for 
the same or related 
goods
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But, if the goods are not 
related...

8/15/2012 44

“Can I Look Up a Trademark for 
a Product?”
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TESS:  Trademark Electronic 
Search System

8/15/2012 45

Word Mark Search Using Basic 
Form

• Use quotation marks for exact matches.

8/15/2012 46
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“How can I find the trademarks 
owned by a company?”

8/15/2012 49

8/15/2012 50
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“Why should I conduct a trademark search 
before I apply?  Won’t the USPTO conduct 
a search?”

• Detection
Determine whether a conflict exists 

with registered marks or a potential 
conflict with pending applied-for marks
• Protection 

The trademark owner has the duty to 
defend its trademark from infringing 
marks.



27

8/15/2012 53

“How Much Does It Cost to Apply 
for a Trademark?”

- Paper ($375 per International Class 
of goods/services)

- Electronic via Trademark Electronic 
Filing System (TEAS) at 
www.uspto.gov ($325 per 
International Class or $275 per 
class for TEASPLUS per 
International Class)

www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/qs/ope/fee092611.htm#tm

8/15/2012 54

International Classification of 
Goods and Services

• There 34 broad classes of Goods and 11 
classes of Services.

• For a short title listing see the back of your 
Basic Facts about Trademarks booklet. 

• Chapter 1400 of the onlineTrademark Manual 
of Examining Procedure provides a more 
detailed listing.
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Application Requirements

• Name and Address of Applicant

• Clear Drawing/Depiction of the Mark 

• Listing of the Goods or Services

• One mark for each application

• Filing fee - $275/325/375 (TEAS Plus 
electronic/TEAS electronic/paper) 
per International Class of goods or 
services

“Where Can I Find More 
Information on How to Apply?”

56
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Trademark Information Network
Videos

www.uspto.gov/trademarks/process/TMIN.jsp

"Introduction to the USPTO 
and Trademark Basics“
"Before You File" 
"Searching" 
"Applicant Information" 
"Drawing Issues" 
"Goods and Services" 
"Filing Basis Information" 
"Specimen" 
"After You File" 
“Post-Registration Issues”
“Counterfeit Goods:  
What’s the Harm?”
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Federal Trademark Search 
Exercises

8/15/2012 60

TESS: Trademark Electronic 
Search System
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Basic Word Mark 
Search Exercise

62
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Structured Mark 
Search Exercise

64
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Free Form Mark 
Search Exercise

66
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For More Information

• Contact any PTRC (www.uspto.gov/ptrc)

• USPTO Customer Contact Center:
(800) PTO-9199

– Inventors Assistance Center

– Trademark Assistance Center
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