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Information Technology  
Promoting Government Information 

Marshall University Libraries Initiatives 

Huntington, West Virginia 

 

Brief Background 

  

Marshall University (MU) is the second largest public institution in West Virginia.  It was 

founded in 1837 and named after Chief Justice John Marshall.    The university is located in 

Huntington, a college town in the tri-state area bordering the great states of Kentucky and Ohio. 

The Morrow Library, one of the main campus libraries, was designated a Federal Depository 

Library in 1925.  Our current selection rate is 69%. 

 

Promotion Methods 

 

The following are the most common methods practiced by our department to promote the 

dissemination and the usage of the US government information resources. 

 
  

http://inside.marshall.edu/sites/it/
http://inside.marshall.edu/sites/it/
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1. Bibliographies. One of the most traditional methods used as an indirect publicity for the 

collections. A number of these bibliographies have been created and disseminated to 

potential users. An example of these bibliographies is the one that lists resources useful to 

an American history class.  
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2. Webliographies. When access to information became available to the majority of our 

users, web links and websites were added to our existing bibliographies. An example of 

this is our Webliography on government information on women.  
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3. Handouts. These are specially designed for a specific class. When a tour or user 

education class was requested, a special handout was developed to help the students with 

their information needs from government information resources. An example of this is 

our handout for an introductory journalism research gathering class.  
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4. LibGuides. This is one of the recent methods used to publicize our collections. Most of 

our LibGuides includes tabs and links to government information resources. An example 

is a LibGuide on Government  Publication Resources.  
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5. Information Sharing E-Mails. Messages to inform MU librarians and potential users of 

updates, new resources, webinars, etc. are among the methods we have utilized to 

publicize our collections.  

 

 

 
From: Khader, Majed  

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 10:43 AM 
To: Librarians  

Subject: FW: Now On the Web: Americans Are Visiting the Doctor Less Frequently, Census Bureau 
Reports 
  

FYI, Interesting data! 
M 

  
From: U.S. Census Bureau [mailto:census@subscriptions.census.gov]  

Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 10:40 AM 
To: Khader, Majed 

Subject: Now On the Web: Americans Are Visiting the Doctor Less Frequently, Census Bureau Reports 
  

To:  CIC and SDC Networks 

From:  Data Users Branch 

Americans Are Visiting the Doctor Less Frequently, Census 
Bureau Reports 
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/health_care_insurance/cb

12-185.html 
  

https://ch1prd0106.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Eo_k3NpK9EWEBUbN3EQWvDmpbxLgj88IUS2rCgpM1jiQr-1tXGHzkWHnC4VkeR46pyneuwWhpQg.&URL=mailto%3acensus%40subscriptions.census.gov
https://ch1prd0106.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Eo_k3NpK9EWEBUbN3EQWvDmpbxLgj88IUS2rCgpM1jiQr-1tXGHzkWHnC4VkeR46pyneuwWhpQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinks.govdelivery.com%3a80%2ftrack%3ftype%3dclick%26enid%3dZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMDAxLjEwODgzMzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTAwMS4xMDg4MzM3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgyMjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9a2hhZGVyQG1hcnNoYWxsLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9a2hhZGVyQG1hcnNoYWxsLmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm%26%26%26100%26%26%26http%3a%2f%2fwww.census.gov%2fnewsroom%2freleases%2farchives%2fhealth_care_insurance%2fcb12-185.html
https://ch1prd0106.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Eo_k3NpK9EWEBUbN3EQWvDmpbxLgj88IUS2rCgpM1jiQr-1tXGHzkWHnC4VkeR46pyneuwWhpQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinks.govdelivery.com%3a80%2ftrack%3ftype%3dclick%26enid%3dZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMDAxLjEwODgzMzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTAwMS4xMDg4MzM3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgyMjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9a2hhZGVyQG1hcnNoYWxsLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9a2hhZGVyQG1hcnNoYWxsLmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm%26%26%26100%26%26%26http%3a%2f%2fwww.census.gov%2fnewsroom%2freleases%2farchives%2fhealth_care_insurance%2fcb12-185.html


11 

 

6. Brochures. Several brochures have been developed on various topics of interest. 

Examples includes a brochure on the US Constitution.  
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7. Displays. This is another method used to publicize our department and to promote the 

usage of our documents collections. Thematic displays observing, celebrating or 

commemorating a national event are among the more than 20 subject displays that we put 

together every years. Black History Month is an example of one of our displays.  
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8. Interviews and articles in the school paper on a given topic. Frequently, we take 

advantage of opportunities such as tax or election season to invite the school newspaper 

editor assigned to the libraries to share with him/her some of the things we are doing. We 

always seize the opportunity during these interviews to include information that promotes 

our collections.  
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9. Tours. Invited, solicited, requested, and drop-in sessions have been used as methods of 

publicity for our collections and services. An average of 25 tours a year have been 

conducted for classes from various academic subject areas and levels, including graduate 

students. During official and social events such as meetings and gatherings at the 

university level, the documents librarian and staff take the opportunity to publicize our 

collections and services. We always extend an invitation for them to bring their classes to 

the department.  
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10. Newly received titles lists. This is a monthly task where we put a selected title list of our 

newly received items on our web page. These items could be new titles, new editions, or 

superseded documents.  
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11. FDLP rotating image at the main library website. FDLP logo is among the rotating 

images on the main MU libraries web page.  

 

 


