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Overview 

• History 

• The GPO Classification Manual 

• Project Vision 

• How to provide comments/feedback 
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History of SuDocs Classification 

What is SuDocs Classification? 

• Relies on the origin of the document –
provenance system 

• Similar to Archival systems 

• This is not a decimal system. The number after 
the “period” is a whole number. 
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D   101.   133:   6338 

Issuing Agency 

(Department of 

Defense) 

Subordinate Bureau 

(Department of the 

Army) 

Series  

Designation 

(ARL-TR) 

Series/Book 

number 

Stem 
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Suffix 

Anatomy of SuDocs 

Title: Gliding mammals, taxonomy of living and extinct 

species 

 

SI 1.27:638   
 SI – Smithsonian Institution 

 1  – Parent agency publication 

 .27: – Smithsonian contribution to zoology series 

 638 – Series number 

 
6 

SuDocs Example 
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The GPO Classification Manual 
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http://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/gpo-cataloging/1172-gpo-classification-manual/file 

History of the Manual 

• 1985 – “A Practical Guide to the Superintendent of 
Documents Classification System” 

 

• 1987 – Title change: “GPO Classification Manual: 
A Practical Guide to the Superintendent of 
Documents Classification System” 

 

• 1993 – Revised edition: “GPO Classification 
Manual” 
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What does the Manual include? 

• Class Stem Description 

• Category Classes and Special Publication Types 

• Serials and Series Treatment 

• Book Numbers 

• Congressional and Related Publications 

• Special Cases and Maps 

• Glossary 

• Abbreviations  

9 

What is it used for? 

• Applying class stems to acquired publications 

• Making cutter decisions for SuDocs assigned to 
specific documents 

• Historical research to respond to askGPO 
questions about classification 

• FDLP Community use for local application 
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Why the update? 

• The GPO Classification Manual is not up-to-
date and does not reflect current rules and 
policies. 

• To ensure we can implement more consistent 
practice in applying the classification scheme to 
Government documents 

• To help us more easily respond to inquiries 
from the FDLP community 
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Vision of Project 
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Vision of Project 
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• Draft project plan completed; LSCM project team 

assigned 

• Phased project approach 

• All internal information gathered and being  

reviewed  

• Currently investigating format options for how to 

deliver guidelines to the community via FDLP.gov 

• Determining approach for community 

participation in the project 

 

Project Team 
Project Leads: 

• Melissa Fairfield – Supervisor, Tangible Processing 
• Cathy Wagner – Technical Services Librarian 
• Kristina Bobe – Senior Planning and Development 

Specialist 
 

Project Team: 
• Technical Services Librarians 
• Classification Staff 
• Web Team 
• Cataloging Staff 
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I have a question for GPO 

www.gpo.gov/askgpo/ 

• askGPO is agency-wide, not just for LSCM. 

 
 The categories of greatest interest to you are: 

 

Federal Depository Libraries 

FDsys 

Tips for Using askGPO 

http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/
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Example classification questions 

• According to the CGP the SuDocs number for the 
title "Criminal justice planning in the governing 
process…” is J 26.2:C 12/3.  The OCLC record 
shows the SuDocs number as J 26.2:C 86/11.  
Which SuDocs number is correct?   

Example classification questions 

• I have attached two serial books published by GPO.  
Would you please find me what their SuDoc Numbers are?   
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Questions? 

19 

Cathy Wagner 
Technical Services Librarian 

cwagner@gpo.gov 
 

Or use 
 

www.gpo.gov/AskGPO  

mailto:cwagner@gpo.gov
http://www.gpo.gov/AskGPO

