
  WHAT ARE GOVERNMENT COMICS?

 GOVERNMENT COMICS ARE COMIC BOOKS, CARTOONS, 
AND GRAPHIC NOVELS PRODUCED BY OR FOR GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES

 THEY CAN BE PRODUCED IN-HOUSE, OUTSOURCED TO A  
COMMERCIAL AGENCY, OR REPURPOSED FROM EXISTING COMICS

 THEIR PURPOSE IS ALWAYS PRIMARILY TO TEACH OR  
PERSUADE RATHER THAN TO ENTERTAIN

 THE COMIC BOOK FORMAT GRABS ATTENTION AND CAN 
COMMUNICATE COMPLEX IDEAS EFFICIENTLY ON A VERBAL,  
VISUAL , EMOTIONAL, AND DRAMATIC LEVEL 

 DOCUMENTS ABOUT COMICS

PROMOTE GOVERNMENT COMICS DURING PATRON INTERACTIONS

U REFERENCE INTERVIEWS

U BIBLIOGRAPHIC INSTRUCTION SESSIONS

U STUDENT PROJECTS AND ASSIGNMENTS

U PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS

PUBLICIZE YOUR GOVERNMENT COMICS 

TELL STORIES ABOUT GOVERNMENT COMICS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

 

SHOW OFF GOVERNMENT COMICS IN PHYSICAL DISPLAYS

U NEW/FEATURED BOOKS SHELF

U SEASONAL THEMES

U GATHER INTO CENTRALIZED, PROMINENT LOCATION 

GOVERNMENT COMICS GET NO 
RESPECT 

M SO CHILDISH!

M SO WEIRD! 

M SO AMATEURISH! 

M SO RACIST! SO SEXIST!

M SO FULL OF PROPAGANDA!

M SUCH A WASTE OF TAXES! 

GOVERNMENT COMICS CREATORS 
ARE SOMETIMES ANONYMOUS

M AUTHOR IS ISSUING AGENCY

M OUTSOURCED COMICS ARE 
WORKS FOR HIRE

GOVERNMENT COMICS ARE OFTEN 
RESTRICTED 

M CONTRACT WORK OR 
REPURPOSED COMMERCIAL 
MATERIAL  MAY BE COPYRIGHTED

M NEWSPRINT IS FRAGILE

M OLD COMICS MAY BE RARE 
AND VALUABLE COLLECTIBLES

M NEW COMICS MAY BE ONLY 
AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL FORMAT

GOVERNMENT COMICS ARE  
HARD TO FIND

M EVEN LIBRARIANS 
HAVE OFTEN NEVER HEARD OF 
GOVERNMENT COMICS 

M DIFFERENT LOCATIONS AND 
CALL NUMBERS FROM THE GENERAL 
COLLECTION

M SCATTERED THROUGHOUT 
THE DOCUMENTS COLLECTION

M DIGITAL ONLY COMICS ARE 
HARDER TO DISPLAY

M SOME GOVERNMENT COMICS 
ARE INSIDE OTHER DOCUMENTS (E.G., 
AS ILLUSTRATIONS)

 CHALLENGES TO USING GOVERNMENT COMICS

GIVE YOUR OUTREACH SUPERPOWERS WITHGIVE YOUR OUTREACH SUPERPOWERS WITH

 ENHANCE YOUR GOVERNMENT COMICS COLLECTION

FILL GAPS IN YOUR COLLECTION:

& PURCHASE FROM USED AND 
RARE COMIC DEALERS 

& OBTAIN FROM OTHER 
LIBRARIES’ SURPLUS 

ACQUIRE RELATED NON-
GOVERNMENTAL PUBLICATIONS:

& BOOKS ABOUT GOVERNMENT 
COMICS 

& GRAPHIC NOVEL VERSIONS 
OF GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 

RESEARCH THE BACKGROUND OF 
YOUR COMICS

& HISTORY

& AUTHORSHIP

& SIGNIFICANCE

PROTECT FRAGILE WORKS

& ENVELOPES

& PHASE BOXES

& ARCHIVAL BINDERS

ADD COMICS-RELATED METADATA TO 
YOUR CATALOG

& GENRE HEADINGS

& RELATIONSHIP DESIGNATORS 
FOR AUTHOR, ILLUSTRATOR, ETC.

& GENERAL NOTE FIELD:  
“IN COMIC BOOK FORMAT”

 
& FIXED FIELDS FOR NATURE 
OF CONTENTS: 6 (COMICS/GRAPHIC 
NOVELS) AND TARGET AUDIENCE

& FORM SUBJECT SUBDIVISION: 
“COMIC BOOKS, STRIPS, ETC.”

 
TIP: COPY SIMILAR RECORDS  
OR CONSULT OCLC MARC 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC STANDARDS

DELIGHT STUDENTS AND CITIZENS WITH THIS UNIQUELY  
EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING RESOURCE AND YOU WILL BE A 
SUPERHERO IN YOUR COMMUNITY! 
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Special thanks to Robbie  
Sittel and Betty Monterroso.

MANY GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS DISCUSS COMICS, THOUGH 
THEY ARE NOT COMICS THEMSELVES

 CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS AND DOCUMENTS

 JUDICIAL OPINIONS

 COPYRIGHT GUIDELINES

 DRAWING MANUALS
 
  —AND MORE!
 

HIDDEN WITHIN YOUR GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS COLLECTION IS A 
TREASURE OF GREAT VALUE—A SOURCE OF ENORMOUS POWER IF 
YOU CAN DISCOVER IT AND LEARN HOW TO USE IT WISELY…


