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Anderson. University of Northern Colorado. 
 
 
Most of the images in my presentation were taken from the Readex Online Serial Set and our licensing agreement with Readex 

does not allow me to put them into a permanent display. Below is an annotated bibliography of the Army Topographers reports 

which served as my primary resources. The images that follow the bibliography, all by Richard H. Kern, were scanned in house 

from the original volume of : Simpson, James H. Journal of Military Reconnaissance from Santa Fe, New Mexico to the Navajo 

Country made with the troops under the Command of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel John M. Washington, Chief of the Ninth Military 

Department and Governor of New Mexico.  S. Ex. Doc. 64. (31-1) Serial Set vol. 562. Washington D.C. 1850. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Abert, James W.  Report of an expedition led by Lieutenant Abert, on the upper Arkansas and through the country of 

the Camanche Indians, in the fall of the year 1845. June 16, 1846. S.Doc. 438 (29-1) Serial Set Vol. No. 477. 

 
Lt. Abert’s orders were to make contact with the Kiowa and, with their diplomatic assistance, establish relations with 

the Comanche tribe in southern New Mexico and Texas.  Illustrations are by a variety of artists including Abert, 

himself.   

 

Abert, James W. Report and map of the examination of New Mexico, made by Lieutenant J.W. Abert, of the 

Topographical Corps. February 10, 1848. (30-1) S. Exec. Doc. 23 Serial Set Vol. No. 506.   

This expedition consisted of a tour of the pueblo tribes of New Mexico. Most of the illustrations are lithographs 

created from Abert’s own sketches.  

 

Sitgreaves, Lorenzo. Report of an Expedition down the Zuni and Colorado Rivers by Captain L. Sitgreaves, Corps 

of Topographical Engineers. Accompanied by Maps, Sketches, Views and Illustrations. Washington. S. Exec. No. 59 

(32-2). Vol. 10 of Senate Executive Documents for that Congress. Serial Set vol. 668. Robert Armstrong, Public 

Printer. 1853.  

Captain Sitgreaves’ mission was to survey a wagon route from the Zuni pueblo to the Colorado River. The principle 

tribes encountered were the Zuni and the Mojave. Richard H. Kern’s sketches illustrate the natives and the 

landscapes. 

 

Simpson, James H. Journal of Military Reconnaissance from Santa Fe, New Mexico to the Navajo Country made 

with the troops under the Command of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel John M. Washington, Chief of the Ninth Military 

Department and Governor of New Mexico.  (31-1) S. Ex. Doc. 64. Serial Set vol. 562. Washington D.C. 1850. 

The purpose of this mission was to make initial contact with the respected Navajo leader, Narbona. Simpson’s text 

describes the tragic results of that encounter. Richard H. Kern’s sketches illustrate the Chaco canyon ruins, the 

leaders and lifestyle of pueblo tribes, and the Navajo chiefs.  



 

Whipple, Amiel Weeks. Report of Exploration for a Railway Route near the Thityfifth Parallel of North Latitude 

from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, 1853-54.  House Ex. Doc. 91 (33-2). Washington. A. O. P. 

Nicholson, printer. 1856.  

The principle Indian tribes encountered by Whipple, on this survey, were the Choctaw and Delaware in Oklahoma, the 

Zuni in New Mexico, and the Mojave on the lower Colorado River. Illustrations are by Bayard Mollhausen.  

 

Ives, Joseph Christmas. Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-1858, by 

Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives, Corps of Topographical Engineers. H. ExDoc 90 (36-1). Washington 

D.C. Government Printing Office.1861.   

Ives began his exploration in the Gulf of California and proceeded, by steamboat up the Colorado River. Major 
encounters were with the Mojave, the Moqui (Hopi) and the Navajo. Illustrations are by Bayard Mollhausen.  
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