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13 Colonies

1776, Area of the Thirteen Colonies at Date of Revolution, 4478 H.doc.15/2, map 3



13 Stars and 13 Stripes

Our Flag, 13269 H.doc.144, p 13



13th Law



13th Patent



13th Congress
March 4, 1813 – March 4, 1815

Speaker of the House
Henry Clay

President 
James Madison

Vice President 
Elbridge Gerry 



13th President
Millard Fillmore, 1850 – 1853

3265-5 H.miscdoc.210



Committee of 13
December 18, 1860



13th Census - 1910



FDR’s 13-year Presidency
March 4, 1933 – April 12, 1945

Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States, 1789 - 1969



13-days of the Cuban Missile Crisis
October 15 – 28, 1962

Documents from the JFK Presidential Library



Documents from the JFK Presidential Library

13-days of the Cuban Missile Crisis
October 15 – 28, 1962



NASA photo of Apollo 13 crew  Fred Haise, Jack Swigert, and Jim Lovell on the day before launch

Apollo 13 Launch
April 11, 1970



Apollo 13 Disaster
April 13, 1970



Delivered for 13 cents



13 Reasons Why We Are Not Safer
September 28, 2004

150 Cong Rec 119 S9772 – S9774



13th Amendment



1813 Taxation

“The imposition of taxes must
be adopted”
House Ways and Means Chairman, 

Langdon Cheves



1913 Taxation: The Sixteenth 
Amendment



2013 Taxation: Income Tax Hits 100



1813 Politics
Sweeping Invective and Running Foul

“But the best of all taxes is an income tax”
Representative Charles Jared Ingersoll 

(Democratic-Republican, Pennsylvania)

“The wisest object of all Government is to tax 
the wealthy, not the indigent”

Representative Zebulon Rudd Shipherd
(Federalist, New York)

Annals of Congress, June 1813



1913: What Is Progress in 
Politics?

“Passionate feeling has 
been aroused when cool 
feeling was most 
necessary, and blind 
personal advocacy or blind 
personal antagonism has 
taken the place of 
statesmen-like examination 
of principles and policies”



2013 Politics: 
Train Wrecks and Wacko-birds 



1813: Factions and Influence

“a spirit of faction…”       “…foreign influence…”
Representative Robert Wright, a 
Democratic Republican from 
Maryland, asked: 
“Who are the editors of the Federal 
Republican newspaper?
Are they in British pay?”

Annals of Congress, May 31, 1813



1913: Lobbying Investigation



2013: Stop the Revolving Door!



1813 Ordnance for War

Annals of Congress, July 8, 1813



1913: New Weapons of War
“Do you think that in the 
course of time that the 
military with experience 
will be able to drop bombs 
with any accuracy?”



2013: Drones and Weapons of Mass 
Destruction



1813 Water

• Inland water transportation and 
• Chesapeake and Delaware Canal water rights
• Military operations on inland waterways
• Land claims on navigable waters
• Floods—land claims, election law



1813 Shawneetown Flood

State of Public Lands, report from Commissioner of 
General Land Office, American State Papers



1913: Ohio Valley Flood



2013 Floods
• FLOODING IN PENNSYLVANIA

Congressional Record Daily Edition, July 08, 2013, 
159 Cong Rec H 4188

• THE FIRST RESPONDERS OF THE COLORADO 
FLOODS

Congressional Record Daily Edition, September 17, 
201, 59 Cong Rec H 5575

• FLOODING IN ILLINOIS
Congressional Record Daily Edition, April 25, 
2013, 159 Cong Rec H 2314

• ALASKA FLOODING
Congressional Record Daily Edition, une 03, 
2013, 159 Cong Rec S 3891



1913: San Francisco Water 
Rights



2013: San Francisco Water 
Rights



1813: Slave Trade

Annals of Congress, February 16, 1813



1913: Racial Discrimination
Jack Johnson Convicted of Violating the Mann Act

Congressional Record excerptsThe Law



2013 Request for Jack Johnson 
Pardon

• Whereas the relationships of Jack Johnson with White women 
compounded the resentment felt toward him by many Whites; 

• Whereas, between 1901 and 1910, 754 African‐Americans were 
lynched, some simply for being "too familiar" with White women; 

• Whereas, in 1910, Congress passed the Act of June 25, 1910 
(commonly known as the "White Slave Traffic Act" or the "Mann 
Act") (18 U.S.C. 2421 et seq.), which outlawed the transportation of 
women in interstate or foreign commerce "for the purpose of 
prostitution or debauchery, or for any other immoral purpose"; 

• Whereas, in October 1912, Jack Johnson became involved with a 
White woman whose mother disapproved of their relationship and 
sought action from the Department of Justice, claiming that Jack 
Johnson had abducted her daughter; 

• Whereas Jack Johnson was arrested by Federal marshals on 
October 18, 1912, for transporting the woman across State lines for 
an "immoral purpose" in violation of the Mann Act; 

• Whereas the Mann Act charges against Jack Johnson were dropped 
when the woman refused to cooperate with Federal authorities, 
and then married Jack Johnson; 

• Whereas Federal authorities persisted and summoned a White 
woman named Belle Schreiber, who testified that Jack Johnson had 
transported her across State lines for the purpose of "prostitution 
and debauchery“;

• Whereas, in 1913, Jack Johnson was convicted of violating the 
Mann Act and sentenced to 1 year and 1 day in Federal prison

• Whereas Jack Johnson fled the United states to Canada and various  
• European and South American countries;
• Whereas Jack Johnson returned to the United States in July 1920, 

surrendered to authorities, and served nearly a year in the federal 
penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas…..



1813: Women
• Violated by foreign troops in the pay of Britain
• Defenceless frontier women slaughtered, tomahawked, scalped
• Attack of the savage upon helpless women
• Cries of massacred women
• Lands sold for the payment of taxes belonging to infants, persons of insane mind, or married women
• Army budget for bedding for washerwomen
• Two black women stated that the British burned the deponent’s furniture
• Every man and woman, unless charged with crime, enjoys freedom of occupation
• Land claims in Louisiana: Yvette, a free mulatto woman , and Anne Judit Chenal, widow



1913: Women’s Suffrage

19th amendment not ratified until 1920



1913 Women’s Employment



2013 Women’s Employment



2013: Whatever Happened to The 
Equal Rights Amendment?



Women in the 113th Congress



Women in the 113th Congress



Catherine Jervey Johnson
catherine.johnson@proquest.com

Marianne Ryan
marianne-ryan@northwestern.edu

Questions?


