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Evolution of A Digital Federal Depository Library Program: A 
Brief History 
A Seismic Shift in Information Access 
On June 8, 1993, President Clinton signed the Government Printing Office Electronic Information 
Access Enhancement Act of 1993. The law allowed the Government Publishing Office (GPO) “to 
establish in the Government Printing Office a means of enhancing electronic public access to a 
wide range of Federal electronic information.” The launch of the website GPO Access quickly 
followed in 1993. In 2010, GPO greatly expanded its ability to disseminate and preserve Federal 
Government information with the creation of the Federal Digital System (FDsys).   

 

GPO’s Digital Mission Expanded 
The interest of Congress to shift the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) to a digital 
program prompted the GPO to conduct and release the 1996 Study to Identify Measures 
Necessary for a Successful Transition to a More Electronic Federal Depository Library Program.   

In 2013, a report to the U.S. Congress from the National Academy of Public Administration 
(NAPA) determined that GPO had a critical role to play in ensuring public access to digital 
materials. Regarding the FDLP, NAPA recommended that “GPO continue to collaborate with 
depository libraries and the library community to develop a national strategic plan for the 
program that gives libraries the flexibility and tools they need to provide permanent public 
access to government information in the digital age.” Further, the report recommended 
reevaluating “the geographic structure of the depository library system in an era where access is 
not tied to state and congressional district boundaries.” 

In 2015, the GPO letter to the Joint Committee on Printing and Response, enabled the creation of 
a framework where regionals could discard specific titles. The evolving framework eventually led 
to National Collection Service Areas (NCSAs). 

In 2017, GovInfo was announced as the replacement for FDsys, and in 2018, it became the first 
digital repository in the United States to pass the stringent ISO-16363 Trustworthy Digital 
Repository (TDR) standard and has been continuously audited and certified since.  

 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-107/STATUTE-107-Pg112
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-107/STATUTE-107-Pg112
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GOVPUB-GP3-83702f16b5d4a3823308c2c477545669
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GOVPUB-GP3-83702f16b5d4a3823308c2c477545669
https://www.gpo.gov/docs/default-source/congressional-relations-pdf-files/gpo_napa_report_final.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.fdlp.gov/http-www-fdlp-gov-file-repository-about-the-fdlp-superintendent-of-documents-policy-statements-view-document-layout-form-slug
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-107/STATUTE-107-Pg112
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Transformation to a Digital FDLP 
In 2022 three documents all recommended a pivot to a digital FDLP:  

• America Informed: GPO Strategic Plan 2023 – 2027  
o Directed GPO to work with depository libraries to digitize and ingest content into 

GovInfo, expanding access to digital Government information, while assisting 
libraries in the preservation of tangible historic materials in their collections. 

• The National Collection of U.S. Government Public Information Strategic Plan 
o Focus on building and curating the National Collection and the transformation of 

LSCM to a primarily digital-content organization. 
• The Task Force report on the Feasibility of a Digital FDLP  

o Recommends that the FDLP move to a digital program, with select titles 
continuing distribution in print format to libraries. 

In 2023, the GPO Director agreed in his response to the Task Force report, signaling a move to a 
digital program with select titles continuing in print format to a few libraries.  

Ongoing updates to GPO’s work on a Digital FDLP Implementation can be found on the FDLP 
website. 

 

 

 

https://www.gpo.gov/docs/default-source/mission-vision-and-goals-pdfs/gpo_strategicplan_fy23-27.pdf
https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository-item/national-collection-us-government-public-information-strategic-plan-fy-2023-fy
https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository-item/feasibility-digital-federal-depository-library-program-report-gpo-directors
https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository-item/gpo-directors-response-final-report-task-force-digital-fdlp
https://fdlp.gov/project-list/digital-fdlp-implementation
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