CRS Reports: Process and Progress

History and progress of the project New workflow

Since October of 2018, GPO’s Library Services and Content Management (LSCM) Library
Technical Services (LTS) department has been cataloging Congressional Research Service
(CRS) Reports. As of September 2023, LTS staff have cataloged over 9,467 separate, unique
CRS report titles. This is approximately 82% of all reports available on the site.

In April of 2023, LTS began developing a new workflow for cataloging CRS Reports. We
collaborated with the CRS to generate monthly spreadsheets listing newly published reports.
LTS team members created scripts that generate preliminary MARC records from these
reports, which populate basic bibliographic data including 856 fields with PURLs linking to

the “version history” webpages for the reports. By July of 2023, these preliminary records were
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ready to be assigned to LTS catalogers for cataloging. These workflow enhancements have

improved cataloging efficiency by streamlining the process of compiling the reports, and expe-

diting cataloging. As a result, cataloging productivity has nearly doubled in recent months:
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What’'s next?

LTS plans to complete cataloging for our remaining backlog of compiled reports by the end of
2023. We plan to continue enhancing the workflow with the aim to stay current in cataloging

newly published reports each month.

How to locate CRS Reports
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To access CRS Reports in the Catalog of U.S. Government
Publications (CGP):

® C(Click on the “Expert” tab

® Input “wlts=crsrep” (this command will compile all of
the CRS Report records)
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Expert Search: Full Catalog
Enter command language phrase
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® To narrow the search by month, input “wlts=crsrep and

cataloged in the month of September, 2023)
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Generative Artificial Intelligence: Overview, Issues, and
Questions for Congress
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https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12434
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