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What is HathiTrust?

● Digital Repository
● Hathi is Hindi for 

elephant 



General HT statistics / chronology

● Chronology: 
○ October 2008 - HathiTrust founded with 14 CIC 

universities plus University of California  

○ November 2010 - Added international partner - 
La Universidad Complutense de Madrid

○ September 2011 - Authors Guild sues HathiTrust 

for copyright violation. Federal Court found that 
it was considered Fair Use under the law

○ New executive director - May 2014

● Statistics and visualization 

http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations
http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations
http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations


Usage statistics for US gov docs

Over half of the 524,228 items designated as US 
gov docs have been viewed at least once since 
2010

US gov docs are also among the most accessed 
individual titles



Partnerships
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in-copyright 



HathiTrust Government Documents 

Planning & Advisory Group

Through coordinated action and collective 
action, expand and enhance access to US 
federal publications including those issued by 
GPO and other federal agencies.

Charge
http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_planning_charge













Building a HathiTrust Government  
Publications Collection

Shall HathiTrust … expand and enhance access 
to U.S. federal publications …?

● Facilitate collective action to create a 
comprehensive digital corpus

● Initiate and carry out a planning process and 
business model

● Develop process of catalog record review
● Process to implement enhanced access 

protocols



Building a HathiTrust Government  
Publications Collection

● Over 500,000 volumes

● Titles from every major 
agency

● Metadata through 
cataloging

● Access to those with 
print disabilities



Searching the collections

● Catalog Search
● Full-text Search
● Collection Builder

Learn more: http://www.hathitrust.org/access

http://www.hathitrust.org/access












Helping patrons get a copy

Print on Demand ILL 



Cool HT features 

● Embed HathiTrust docs into a webpage http:
//www.hathitrust.org/embed 

● Insert a HathiTrust searchbox widget into a 
webpage http://www.hathitrust.org/widgets

● Cite This 

http://www.hathitrust.org/embed
http://www.hathitrust.org/embed
http://www.hathitrust.org/embed
http://www.hathitrust.org/widgets


Partnership Content
Content is digitized by Google, Internet Archive 

and local digitization projects. 



How HT relates to Google Books

● HT is not fully dependant 
on Google Books

● Content could exist in HT 
but not in Google Books

● HT is committed to 
bibliographic standards, 
sophisticated searching, 
and cooperative 
academic institutional 
opportunities 



How HT fits into DPLA

HT serves as a content hub for DPLA



screen shots of DPLA











What’s next

● Continued digitization / partnerships

● Better searching capabilities 

● Continued help from users

● Registry of US Federal Government 
Documents



View our presentation slides: 

http://z.umn.edu/fdlpht 

http://z.umn.edu/fdlpht
http://z.umn.edu/fdlpht

