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Buried Treasures:  

Bringing Your Gov Docs  

Collection to Light 

Jennifer L. Behrens & Sean Chen / Duke Law School 

Overview 

• The Great Transfer Project of 2014 

• But Isn’t It All Online? 

• Improving Discoverability 

– Cataloging practices 

– Staff training opportunities 

• Promotion & Exposure 
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Documents Transfer 2014-2015 

Perkins/Bostock Library 

• FDLP since 1890. 

• Receives 80% of available 
federal documents. 

• Docs in high-traffic area; 
100% shelf capacity in 
places. 

• Targeted for liquidation 
as part of construction.  

Goodson Law Library 

• FDLP since 1976. 

• Receives 8% of available 
federal documents. 

• Docs on basement floor 
with compact shelving & 
room to grow. 

• We got to raid their 
collection! 

Documents Transfer 2014-2015 

• Oct. 2013 – Feb. 2014: Physically flagged 
documents in Perkins collection. 

• Mar. 2014 – May 2014: Nearly 2,200 
individual items moved to Law for 
cataloging & transfer. 

• May 2014 – May 2015: Cataloging, 
labeling, shifting, shelving. 
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“But Isn’t It All Online?” 

(Spoiler alert: No.) 

Digitized Documents 
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Digitized Documents 

Hard to Use Online 
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Scan Quality 

Snippet View 
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Linking Issues 

Digitized Documents 

• Incomplete collections 

• Inconsistent cataloging records 

• Lack of user awareness 

• Still space problems…too much 
(virtual) versus too little (physical) 
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Discoverability 

User Needs: Our Assumptions 

• Using search engine first 

• Then using the catalog 

• Users want through resource 
sharing and digitization 

• Don’t forget power users 
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Converted? 

Cataloging Peccadilloes 

• Multiple records: hard to identify 

• SuDoc: where to find them 

• Authority records: some rabbit holes 

• Using RDA: is fun 
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More Cataloging 

Workflow & Best Practices 

• Easy stuff first: we had time & space 
pressures 

• Control: use project management 
principles 

• Automate: as much as possible 

• Plan: how much work you are investing 
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Complex Access 

• Dependence on identifiers 

• Batch records 
–many choices 

–expensive 

–work to load 
 

Staff Training 

• Documents segregation breeds fear! 

• Non-documents subject librarians 
should review at least the documents 
within their areas of expertise. 

• FDLP and GODORT offer helpful 
training tools for library staff. 
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Staff Training 

Promotion 

• Research guides 

• Instructional 
materials 

• And the fun stuff 
too… 
 

http://wikis.ala.org/godort/images/8/8b/SerialSetBookTitleContents.pdf
http://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/outreach/events/depository-library-council-dlc-meetings/2008-meeting-proceedings/fall-dlc-meeting-arlington-va-3/218-top-10-list-for-new-depository-staff
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Displays & Social Media 

 

GovPubsFinds.tumblr.com 
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Promotion Tips & Tricks 

• Search for specific dates in catalog or in 
HeinOnline/HathiTrust/etc. to locate 
documents related to anniversaries. 

• Search for interesting images using 
caption field in ProQuest Serial Set. 

• Review the stacks and build a bank of 
notable items to use later. 
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Digitize This Book 

Digitize This Book 

• Plenty of digitization capacity 

• Not so much description capacity 

• Partnering up with campus or state 
libraries 

• Not as much material as you imagine 
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Digitize This Book 

• ILLiad: for workflow management  

• Internet Archive: ingest and hosting 

• HathiTrust: trusted repository 

• Links: in the discovery layer using 
API 

 

 

Shoestring Scan-on-Demand 

• Partnerships: We have provided 
documents to Hein to fix existing scans 
or make new documents available. 

• Quickies: We’ve also uploaded scans 
directly to Internet Archive in response 
to reference queries. 

http://www.archive.org/
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Conclusions 

Collection Review 

• Every collection could use some 
spring cleaning! 

• Don’t rely solely on circulation 
statistics.  



17 

Circulation FY 2005-2015 
Agency Law Campus Total 

Archives 334 72 406 

Congress 263 12154 12417 

Justice 166 324 490 

Defense 129 1054 1183 

Federal Courts 85 89 174 

GPO 80 9 89 

State 60 472 532 

President 55 291 346 

Library of Congress 46 303 349 

Treasury 32 121 153 

Civil Rights Commission 28 117 145 

FTC 21 26 47 

Needs & Offers 

• Building? Work with ASERL and 
GOVDOC-L to seek out 
wanted/replacement items, or to find 
homes for unwanted items. 

• Weeding? Participate in N&O lists: you 
might be surprised what others want! 
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Promoting your Buried Treasures 

• Train staff to a comfort level with print & 
online documents collection. 

• Consider purchase of commercial 
database catalog records, where feasible. 

• Let your documents shine in social media, 
research guides, and anywhere else! 

Questions? 

Jennifer L. Behrens 
Head of Reference 

Services 
behrens@law.duke.edu  

Sean Chen 
Digital Resources 

Librarian 
schen@law.duke.edu  

mailto:behrens@law.duke.edu
mailto:schen@law.duke.edu

