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Where are we going? 

1. Government information in library instruction 

2. ACRL Framework for Information Literacy 

3. A closer look at two frames 

4. Proposed learning outcomes for two scenarios 
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Where aren’t we going? 

This is not an overview of instructional practice or theory. 

This is not a deep exploration of the ACRL Framework. 

This is not a programmatic approach to integrating 

government information into library instruction. 

This is not a discussion of library assessment. 

 

This is not 
prescriptive! 
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Government Information 

If this sounds familiar... 

Government information librarians have presented and 

published on library instruction for decades. 

Teaching users is a frequent theme in FDLP webinars and 

conferences. 

The development of the Framework has sparked 

conversation throughout the library instruction 

community. 
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Why do I teach government 
information? 

Promote civic engagement & participation by empowering 

individuals to access government information. 

Improve understanding of the complexity & diversity of 

governments. 

Inform and contextualize skepticism about systems of 

power. 

The Framework 



5 

What is it, really? 

The Framework describes itself as “a cluster of 

interconnected core concepts, with flexible options for 

implementation.” 

It is a guiding document that describes a family of 

approaches to understanding and teaching information 

literacy.  

 

Jargon time! 

“Threshold concepts” 

“Knowledge practices” 

“Dispositions” 

“Learning outcomes” 
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Let’s peek through 
two frames. 

Information Has Value 
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Information Has Value 

Information Has Value 
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Information Has Value 

Information Has Value 
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Authority Is Constructed and Contextual 

Authority Is Constructed and Contextual 
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Authority Is Constructed and Contextual 

There’s lots more to 
explore. 
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Learning Outcomes 

Finding a captive audience... 

INT 1: Introduction to Library Research – 1 credit class 

coordinated within UCSB Library & taught by librarians 

WRIT 105PD: Writing for Public Discourse – part of the 

UCSB Writing Program 
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Introduction to Library Research 

Students will be able to: 

interpret description in mainstream media sources in order 

to locate government information resources; 

identify the direct/intended audience(s) for a government 

information resource in order to articulate the 

perspectives it endorses. 

 

Writing for Public Discourse 

Students will be able to: 

identify relevant government information resources in 

order to select initial search strategies; 

articulate possible sources of bias inherent in a specific 

resource in order to determine how best to represent 

bias in any resultant work. 
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Conclusion 

On multitasking 

Find your own personal instructional mission that you can 

meet in your institutional context. 

Know what your students need to learn to complete their 

assignments. 

Enthusiasm and expertise go hand in hand. 
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Thank you! 
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