
1 

Fishy Business 
  

Mary J. Markland 
Oregon State University 
Hatfield Marine Science Center 

Andrea Sevetson 
ProQuest 

Why Fish? Why Me? 
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Agencies 
(there are lots of agencies!) 

Fish Commission 

Fish Commission • 1871 -1902 

Dept. of Commerce 

US Bureau of 
Fisheries 

• 1903 - 1940 

Interior Dept. 

US Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

• 1941-
1955  
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Fish & Wildlife 
Service 

1956 -  

 
Bureau of Sport 

Fisheries & 
Wildlife 

Saltwater 
Laboratories 

Bureau of 
Commercial 

Fisheries 

Department of 
Commerce 

NOAA 

1970 -  

National Marine 
Fisheries Service 

1970 

Subject Heading Examples  

• Fish and fishing industry  

• Foreign trade  

• Rivers and waterways  

• Water supply and use  

• Foreign relations  

• Indians  

• Aquaculture  

• Salmon  

• Wildlife and wildlife 
conservation  

• Foreign economic 
relations  

• Agriculture in foreign 
trade  

• Food industry  

• Agricultural commodities  

• Bureau of Fisheries  

• Marine resources 
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Geographic Heading Examples 

• Salmon canning industry, 
Columbia River, Oregon-
Washington 

• Fisheries, Alaska Territory 
• Fisheries, Atlantic coast, North 

America 
• Albatross -- steamer -- 

investigation of Alaska 
fisheries 

• Mackerel, Atlantic coast, North 
America 

• Trout, Yellowstone National 
Park, Wyoming 

• Canneries, Oregon 
 

• Canneries, Washington 
Territory 

• Cod fisheries, New England 
coast, Nantucket Sound to Bay 
of Fundy 

• Cod, Atlantic coast, North 
America 

• Columbia River Basin, Salmon 
migration 

• Columbia River, Oregon-
Washington Territory 
 

Biodiversity 
• What species existed and where? 

• How many were there? 

• What was the climate like? 

• Did it change with the seasons? 
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1. Halibut location on 
the Pacific coast. 
 
2. Mean date of arrival, 
departure and length 
of fishing season in NE 
Newfoundland, 
Southern & Northern 
Labrador 
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Economics 
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US Commission of Fish & Fisheries 
Annual Report 1888 

• Heceta Bank, Oregon 
examined and character 
and value of resources 
partly determined 

• Oyster-culture problems 
in California 

• Distributed the live 
lobsters sent from New 
England in hopes of 
getting them established 
in Pacific NW 
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Chart of the Columbia River from the ocean to Portland, Oregon  
Showing the condition of the salmon fishing, season of 1888-9.  
Showing in detail the location of the pound-nets, seine-hauls,  

gill-net grounds, and canneries. 
 

Real life question! Historically, where have the oyster 
beds been located in Yaquina Bay? 
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International Relations 

North Pacific Fisheries Convention 
Implementation Act 2014 
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Aquaculture 
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Ecology 
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Discussion pgs 145-52, 3 plates at 
end of volume  

Zuni and Colorado, cont.  
Illustrations by John H. 
Richard. 
 
John H. Richard (1807-1881) 
first worked in the 
Smithsonian Building 
between 1852 and 1855 
illustrating the reports of 
several government exploring 
expeditions. These included 
the Wilkes Expedition, the 
Mexican Boundary Survey, 
and the U.S. Pacific Railroad 
Expedition and Survey.  
 
Between 1855 and 1875 
Richard worked 
independently in 
Philadelphia, frequently 
taking on Smithsonian 
commissions, such as hand 
coloring the drawings of birds 
by ornithologist Robert 
Ridgway. 
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Spencer Fullerton Baird Charles Frédéric Girard 

For each section (mammals, etc)  in the 
volume, they restart page numbering.  This 
is the last section in the volume, and runs 
about 150 pages.   
The text for Fishes (aka Ichthyology) runs 
77 pages, followed by a 3-page list of 
plates, a 5 page index, and 40 plates.  
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Vols 763 and 796. 
For each section (Geology, etc)  in the volume, they restart page numbering.  
The text for Fishes (aka Ichthyology) runs 24 pages, followed by a 11 plates.   It 
starts about 65% of the way through the volume. 

   

   
Expeditions page  
from the 
Smithsonian site.   
 
Baird “made sure 
that exploring 
parties were 
provided with 
personnel and 
equipment 
needed to collect 
and preserve 
natural history 
material.  This 
material was 
ultimately sent to 
the Smithsonian 
for deposit and  
and study.”   
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http://vertebrates.si.edu/fishes/ichthyology_history/ichthyologists.html 

Baird and Gill became acquainted through 
correspondence, and Baird arranged to publish 
Gill's report on the fishes of New York in the 
Smithsonian Annual Report for 1856. In December, 
1857, Gill visited Washington in preparation for an 
expedition he was about to make to the West 
Indies. There he met in person both Baird and 
Smithsonian Secretary Joseph Henry…. 

Theodore Gill, Esq.  On the Fishes of New York,   
890 S.misdoc.54, p. 253-269 
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On the 
Fishes 
of NY 

  

   

•   

Introductory Note following p. 210, vol. 803 
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Plate VIII figure 3 

Report of a military reconnaissance in 
Alaska, made in 1883. 

2261 S.exdoc.2 (also included 3896 S. Rpt. 1023) 
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Fishing methods observed in Alaska 
(3896 S. Rpt. 1023 p. 147, 227) 

   

  


