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Why Focus on Displays? 

They draw the  
 

They are fun for staff  
and students! 
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What to Display 
We design the display with the following in mind: 

 

• Color 

• Images 

• Themes  

• Historical Events 

• Hot Issues 

• Government Agencies 

• Related books from the library stacks. 

• Possibilities for interaction 

• Work of other Gov Docs Librarians 

 

September 2014 – Constitution Day 

• Drawing question: Who was the youngest 
delegate to sign the U.S. Constitution and how 
old was he? 

• Number submitted – 5 

• Winner received a $15 gift certificate to the 
Hannon Library coffee shop. 

• Big winner – a student worker from the library 

• Her response – “It made my day!” 
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November 2014 – FED 100th 

• In February 2014 Katrina Stierholz of  the St. Louis 
Fed sent out an invitation to Docs librarians offering a 
Federal Reserve Centennial exhibit kit. 

• I ordered the kit right away and we put it in the main 
exhibit case in early November 2014. 

• Some items received:  posters, a map, bags of 
shredded currency, CDs, DVDs, curriculum resources, 
historical postcards, a Federal Reserve education 
piggy bank made out of shredded money! 
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Raiding Malakai’s Toy Box 
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So Many Enticing Possibilities 

December 2014 – Global Warming 
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Related Exhibit – Climate Change 
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January 2015 – Notable Documents 

 

February 2015 – Black History Month 

Developed by Carlos Diaz, former Government Publications  
Librarian at Central Washington University, Ellensburg WA 
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March 2015 – Women’s History  Month 



13 



14 



15 

Government Hearings about Women’s Issues 
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April 2015 - WILDFIRE 
• Brings student focus to local issues. 

 
• Over the summers of 2014 and of 2015 our valley faced 

the problem of significant smoke-filled air  due to our 
close proximity to wildfires. 
 

• This was a particularly good display for our 
Environmental Education program.  
 

• Red tissue paper, sticks and stones make up a display 
campfire. 
 

• An opportunity to display children’s resources. 
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WILDFIRE 

A teachable 
moment - near 
entrance to the 

Government 
Information 

Office. 
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June 2015 – Criminal Justice 

• When we don’t choose a specific agency or 
theme, we highlight materials for a particular 
academic program. We have quite a few students 
in Criminal Justice who come in for instruction 
sessions in the Docs classroom area.  
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Engaging Students in New Ways 

• During early registration in July 2015 one family 
of four were testing each other using our 
interactive materials from the National Parks 
Display. 

 

•  Notice the objects from Malakai’s toy box used 
to enhance the display. Susie also added 
pinecones from a camping trip with her family. 
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Government Information Specialist, in charge of displays, Susie O’Connor. 
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Susie’s Comments 

• When I don’t have enough government 
documents for a display, I fill in with books from 
the general collection. 

• I frequently select kids materials because they 
are educational and colorful providing basic 
explanations of thing we should know but might 
not know. 

• Short and sweet is best. Quick facts, interesting 
quizzes, flash cards that are concise and useful. 

September 2015 – Emergency 

Management 

• This is currently a smaller display in response to 
concerns brought up in a recent New Yorker 
magazine about potential Earthquake disasters 
in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

• Another opportunity to make students aware of 
local issues and highlight the government’s 
involvement using both state and federal 
publications.  
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Variety of publications 

• Docs for children. 

• Federal agency docs. 

• Oregon state docs. 

• Spanish language docs. 

• Addressing the needs of disabled. 

• Addressing needs of animals. 

• Instructive materials giving real solutions. 
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September 2015 – Constitution Day 

• Drawing questions: 

1. Which state did not send deputies to the 
Constitutional Convention? 

2. Who was called the “Expounder of the 
Constitution?” 

• Number submitted – 19  

• Winner receives $50 gift to the SOU Bookstore. 

• Big Winner: Library student assistant 
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An elementary school teacher looking at the display got ideas for her class. 
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What do we have in store for November? 
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Developed by Linda Zellmer, Government Information and Data Services Librarian,  
Western Illinois University  

  Thank You! 
Dotty Ormes 

Hannon Library  

Southern Oregon University 

ormesd@sou.edu 


