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Facts about the Department of the Interior Library (cont.) 

 Interior Library Collections 
 

The Department of the Interior Library consists of 
many collections, including a General Collection, a 
Reference Collection, a Law Collection and a Rare 
Books collection. These collections contain a wide 
variety of books, periodicals, documents and other 
resources including: 

 

• Publications produced by bureaus and offices 
of the Department of the Interior, as well as 
reports of research and projects funded by the 
Department,  

• Standard reference sources such as almanacs, 
encyclopedias, yearbooks, and directories as 
well as various publications and documents 
from such locations as the White House and the 
U.S. Congress 

• United States Reports, Federal reporters, 
selected state, territorial, and tribal codes, and 
legal treaties, Departmental legal and 
administrative materials, law reference sources, 
and law reviews 

• Selected records from the Department that are 
permanently maintained by the National 
Archives and Records Administration. 

 

The Library receives many reports each year from 
other agencies of the U.S. Federal government as a 
selective Federal Documents Depository Library. 

Library Modernization 
 

Wing 1 of the Stewart Lee Udall Department of 
the Interior Building closed for a two-year 
Modernization Project in the summer of 2014. 
As a result, the Interior Library closed its 
historic Reading Room and stack areas to 
patrons on May 30, 2014. 

 

A smaller, temporary library opened in Room 
2262 of the building. When modernization of 
Wing 1 is completed after about two years, the 
Interior Library and its collections will be 
returned to its former, but newly renovated 
space.  

 

Questions  

 

Any questions regarding the DOI Library, its 
collections and/or services can be sent to 
library@ios.doi.gov or asked by calling (202) 
208-5815.  

 

The Library’s hours are 7:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday (except Federal 
holidays). 

mailto:library@ios.doi.gov
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Department of the Interior’s  

Office of the Solicitor 

ABOUT THE OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

 

“The Solicitor's Office performs the legal work 
for the United States Department of the 
Interior. [Its] primary client is the Secretary of 
the Interior. [It] provide[s] advice, counsel and 
legal representation to the Immediate Office 
of the Secretary, the Assistant Secretaries, 
and all other bureaus and offices overseen 
by the Secretary.  

 

Organization 

 

The Solicitor’s Office is organized into the 
Immediate Office of the Solicitor, the Ethics 
Office, five legal divisions, an administrative 
division, and eighteen regional and field 
offices located throughout the United States.”  

 

 

Function 

 

“The Solicitor is the chief attorney for the 
United States Department of the Interior, 
principal legal adviser to the Secretary of the 
Interior, and is assisted by a Deputy Solicitor, 
Special Assistant, Ethics Director, Senior 
Counsel for Collaborative Action and Dispute 
Resolution, six Associate Solicitors, eight 
Regional Solicitors, and a staff of more than 
three hundred attorneys and four hundred 
total employees.”  

 
For further information, please visit:  

https://solicitor.doi.gov/ 
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Bureau of Indian Affairs 

About the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
 

Indian Affairs (IA) is the oldest bureau 

of the United States Department of 

the Interior. Established in 1824, 

IA currently provides services (directly 

or through contracts, grants, or 

compacts) to approximately 1.9 

million American Indians and Alaska 

Natives. There are 566 federally 

recognized American Indian tribes 

and Alaska Natives in the United 

States.  

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

mission is to: 

 

"… enhance the quality of life, to 

promote economic opportunity, and to 

carry out the responsibility to protect 

and improve the trust assets of 

American Indians, Indian tribes, and 

Alaska Natives." 
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Bureau of Land Management 

“The BLM’s multiple-use mission, set forth in the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act of 1976, mandates that [it] manage public land resources 

for a variety of uses, such as energy development, livestock grazing, 

recreation, and timber harvesting, while protecting a wide array of natural, 

cultural, and historical resources, many of which are found in the BLM's 27 

million-acre National Landscape Conservation System. The conservation 

system includes 221 Wilderness Areas totaling 8.7 million acres, as well as 

16 National Monuments comprising 4.8 million acres.” 

 

For additional info about the BLM, please visit: www.blm.gov. 
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What is BOEM? 

• BOEM stands for Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management. 

• BOEM’s mission is to “promote energy independence, 
environmental protection and economic development 
through responsible, science-based management of 
offshore conventional and renewable energy and marine 
mineral resources.” 

• For further information about BOEM, please visit 
http://www.boem.gov. 
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What is BSEE? 
 BSEE stands for Bureau of Safety 

and Environmental Enforcement. 

 

History 

 

“The Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

Enforcement (BSEE) was formally 

established on October 1, 2011 as part of a 

major reorganization of the Department of the 

Interior's offshore regulatory structure.   

 

BSEE uses the full range of authorities, 

policies and tools to compel safety, 

emergency preparedness, environmental 

responsibility and appropriate development 

and conservation of offshore oil and natural 

gas resources.“  
 

 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.bsee.gov/ 

 

 
 

“Key functions include: 

 

•  an offshore regulatory program that 

develops standards and regulations 

and emphasizes a culture of safety in 

all offshore activities; 

•     oil spill response preparation 

including review of industry Oil Spill 

Response Plans to ensure 

compliance with regulatory 

requirements; 

•     environmental enforcement with a 

focus on compliance by operators 

with all applicable environmental 

regulations, as well as ensuring that 

operators adhere to the stipulations of 

their approved leases, plans and 

permits.” 
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Bureau of Reclamation  

“The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, and protect 
water and related resources in an environmentally and economically sound 
manner in the interest of the American public.” 

 

Established in 1902, the Bureau of Reclamation is best known for the dams, 
powerplants, and canals it constructed in the 17 western states.  

 

Presently, the bureau is “the largest wholesaler of water in the country. [They] 
bring water to more than 31 million people.” 

 

“Reclamation is also the second largest producer of hydroelectric power in the 
United States. [Its] 53 powerplants annually provide more than 40 billion kilowatt 
hours generating nearly a billion dollars in power revenues and produce enough 
electricity to serve 3.5 million homes.” 

 

Further information about the Bureau of Reclamation can be found at 
http://www.usbr.gov/. 
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National Park Service  

What NPS Does 

 
“Since 1916, the American people have entrusted the National Park Service with 
the care of their national parks. With the help of volunteers and park partners, 
[it] safeguard[s] these more than 400 places and share their stories with more 
than 275 million visitors every year.”  

 

In addition to the care of the national parks, the NPS’s mission is 

“[to] preserve unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the 
National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and 
future generations. The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the 
benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation 
throughout this country and the world.“ 

 

For further information about the NPS, please visit http://www.nps.gov. 
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Although a relative newcomer to the Department of the Interior, the Fish and 

Wildlife Service's programs are among the oldest in the world dedicated to 

the conservation of natural resources.  

 

The Service traces its origins to the U.S. Commission on Fish and Fisheries 

in the Department of Commerce and the Division of Economic Ornithology 

and Mammalogy in the Department of Agriculture. 

 

Both programs were created to help stem the dramatic decline of the nation's 

fish and wildlife resources during the last quarter of the 19th century. The 

agency's history has closely mirrored the American public's growing concern 

with conservation and environmental issues for over 125 years.  
 

Visit http://www.fws.gov/ for additional information on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 
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United States Geological Survey 

About USGS 

“The USGS is a science organization 

that provides impartial information on 

the health of our ecosystems and 

environment, the natural hazards that 

threaten us, the natural resources we 

rely on, the impacts of climate and 

land-use change, and the core 

science systems that help us provide 

timely, relevant, and useable 

information.” 

What USGS Does 

“As the Nation's largest water, earth, and 

biological science and civilian mapping 

agency, the U.S. Geological Survey 

(USGS) collects, monitors, analyzes, and 

provides scientific understanding about 

natural resource conditions, issues, and 

problems.  The diversity of our scientific 

expertise enables us to carry out large-

scale, multi-disciplinary investigations and 

provide impartial scientific information to 

resource managers, planners, and other 

customers.” 

 

For more USGS information, please 

visit http://www.usgs.gov. 
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