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Early Settlers and Visitors  
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Estes  Park 
photograph by 
William Henry  

Jackson  
1873 

The Right Honorable  Windham Wyndham-Quin, 4th Earl of Dunraven and Mount-Earl 
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The Estes Park/Grand Lake area had been a popular tourist 
attraction for many years before it became Rocky Mountain 
National Park. Many original homesteaders  found the 
tourist industry so rewarding, they turned their agricultural 
operations into hotels, tourist camps, and dude ranches, 
which served meals and rented horses to summer visitors. 
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Harbison Ranch : In 1895, Nebraska born sisters, Kittie (left) and Annie (right)  Harbison filed 
homestead claims on two adjacent Grand County properties  and began dairy farming.  

Harbison Ranch: Each sister built a house on the property line 
between their two claims.  
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The Harbison household included their mother, brother Bob, foster children Beatrice and Mary Schnoor and 
numerous employees and summer guests 

Robert “Squeaky 
Bob” Wheeler, wife 
Allie and dog, Jack, 
operated Hotel de 
Hardscrabble at 
Camp Wheeler on 
Fall River Road 
between about 
1905 and 1926.   
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Fern Lake Lodge: Dr. William Jacob Workman filed his homesteading 
claim in Moraine Park in 1898. He built this hotel about 1906, which 
was in continuous service until about 1958.  

Sprague Hotel: Abner 
Sprague filed his homestead 
claim in Moraine park in 
1879. Around 1904 he built 
this hotel.  
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The Fall River Lodge, in Horseshoe Park, was established by 
Daniel and Minnie March in about 1905. It was in continuous 
operation until 1960.  
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“Miner Bill” Currence was a squatter who lived illegally and 
operated a silver mine on Mt. Chapin off Fall River Road 
between 1915 and 1933 He was tolerated by park officials 
because he was considered colorful and was popular with 
tourists. After Bill was evicted, an attempt was made to 
preserve his cabins for their unique architectural characteristics, 
but eventually they were bulldozed.  
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Fall River Road 
First Automobile Access through  
Rocky Mountain National Park 

Construction of Fall River Road connecting Estes Park with Grand 
Lake  began in July, 1913. No private contractors submitted bids 
so convicts from the State Penitentiary worked did the initial 
work on the road, summers of 1913, 14 and 15.  
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Convicts were housed 
in these log cabins 
located in Horseshoe 
Park. The cabins were 
abandoned when 
private contractors 
took over road 
construction.  As the 
cabins gradually 
deteriorated, they 
remained an 
attraction for 
generations of park 
visitors. The last 
remnants disappeared 
in the 1982 Roaring 
River flood.  
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Sept. 4, 1915  
Dedication Ceremony  
And convict workers  
Fall River Road 



18 

Convict Cabin in 1940 
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Early road 
construction 
technology. 
Air 
compressors 
that 
powered 
pneumatic 
drills on Fall 
River Road 
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Fall River 
Road entry 
point.  

Dr. and Mrs. Erwin F. Bohmfalk and Erwin Jr. Fall River 
Road, July 4, 1925 in Model T Ford. 
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In spring a massive snow removal operation was necessary to 
open Fall River Road for the summer season.  

Steam shovel crew enjoys a cigarette break  
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The SnoGo: A snow blowing attachment for a tractor.  1931.  
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June 15, 
1926 
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Enos Mills 

The Father of  

Rocky Mountain National 
Park  

Enos Mills (1879-1922) earned the title “Father of Rocky 
Mountain National Park”. Owner and proprietor of Long’s 
Peak Inn, he was also a self-taught naturalist and enjoyed a 
national reputation as an  author, lecturer and tour guide. He 
is best remembered for organizing the lobbying effort that 
resulted in Congress designating the Estes Park area “Rocky 
Mountain National Park” on Jan. 26th, 1915. The formal 
dedication ceremony was held Sept. 4th of that year.  
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“The timber line in the Alps is generally about 
6500 feet but on these mountains it is about 
11,500 feet and above to timber line. There are 
more than 40 species of plants growing. There are 
many kinds of wildlife. You have in this region a 
great number of mountain sheep, an animal as 
active and alert and as agile as the chamois of the 
Alps. Other big game are the grizzly bear and the 
black bear; deer are quite common, and that 
interesting animal, the beaver is exceedingly 
common. There bloom in this section each year not 
less than 1000 varieties of wild flowers. You cannot 
find in all the Alps in an equal area as many kinds 
of wild plants. There is no place in the world off 
the railroad that has been visited by as many 
people as this region proposed for the Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Nature has made it a 
splendid natural park, and we are asking you to 
make it a national park.”  
 
Enos Mills. Statement to the House Committee on 
Public Lands. December 23, 1914.  

1910 Map of Estes 
Park area that became  
Rocky Mountain 
National Park  
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The infant in Mills’ backpack is his daughter Enda.  

Long’s Peak Inn circa 1915 
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Rocky Mountain National Park Dedication 
Ceremony Sept. 4th, 1915.  
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Enos Mills and “Eve”.  
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Big Thompson Canyon Road 
connecting Greeley with Estes Park 
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“The fact that the work is 
interesting and is done with 
pleasure rather than annoyance 
does not detract from its 
educational value.” 
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Olympus Lodge Today  

Old Man Mountain  

Estes Park, Colorado 



40 

Old Man Mountain in Estes Park 
was sacred to prehistoric Native 
Americans who made 
pilgrimages to its summit to fast, 
smoke and pray for visions that 
would bring wisdom and good 
fortune. Later it was the site of a 
National Forest Service ranger 
station.  
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 “In those times, young men used to go off in the hills and fast for 

four nights. This was called a wu wun, a starving. They did this in order that they 
might be fortunate, and might not be hit in battle.  

 
 When they slept, they lay on their faces with their heads toward the 

east; they had no shelter and no covering. They might smoke three times each 
day – at sunrise, at noon, and at the going down of the sun.  

 
 The young man might ask an instructor to take him to a high hill. 

The young man must lie there for four days without eating or drinking.  
 Usually he made an offering to Heammawihio, which he left there 

when he went away from the spot.  
 

If the dreams which a man had during this ordeal were favorable, he usually 
remained for four days; but if unfavorable, he was likely to stop and return to the 

camp.  
 

 Not everyone starved, and to only a part of those who starved did 
the visions come.” 

  
G.B. Grinnell. The Cheyenne Indians: Their History and Way of Life. 1923. 
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In 1956, the U.S. Forest Service donated the site to CSCE (the 
University of Northern Colorado) for the construction of “Old 
Man Mountain Retreat Center”. For details about availability 
go to: 
http://www.unco.edu/housing/conference/old_man_mount
ain.html 

 



43 

Old Man Mountain Ranger Station with 
rock - 1909   OMM Retreat Center Upper Cabin with rock - 2015 
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Outbuildings of Old Man Mountain Ranger Station  
Circa 1915.  

University of Northern Colorado Old Man 
Mountain Retreat Center  
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The pilgrim’s path up Old Man Mountain  
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View of Estes Park taken from one of the native ceremonial sites  
on Old Man Mountain  
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Fissure in a rock at the summit of Old Man Mountain 
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