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• National Park

• National Monument

• National Preserve

• National Historic Site

• National Recreation Area

• National Battlefield

• ….and more

What’s in a name?
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National Parks: 

Native American traces
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Image: Handbook of Aboriginal American Antiquities, 

Serial Set, April 10, 1916



• Acquired as part of 

Louisiana Purchase

• US ownership 

strengthened by 1818 

treaty with the 

Quapaw Indians

• Designated Hot 

Springs Reservation 

1832

Hot Springs, Arkansas
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Image: Report of the Superintendent 

of the Hot Springs Reservation, 

Serial Set, August 23, 1902



Image: Annual Report of the 

Superintendent of the 

Yellowstone National Park, 

Serial Set, November 30, 1880

Yellowstone National Park
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• Dam and reservoir flood valley 

to provide water to San 

Francisco Bay area

• Conflict between preservation 

and human resource needs

Yosemite National Park Hetch Hetchy Valley
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Image: Water-supply Paper 291; Surface Water Supply of U.S., 1910, pt. 

11: Pacific Coast in California, Serial Set, 1912



Chickamauga and Chattanooga

National Military Park
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“The park itself was found to 

be without precedent, being 

an impartial reconstruction of 

great battlefields”



Image: Notes of a Military 

Reconnaissance, from Fort Leavenworth, 

in Missouri, to San Diego, in California, 

including part of the Arkansas, Del Norte, 

and Gila, Serial Set, Feb. 9, 1848

Casa Grande …one of the largest prehistoric 

structures ever built in North America
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• First prehistoric and 

cultural reserve

• Designated by President 

Harrison in 1892

• Declared a National 

Monument by President 

Wilson in 1918



Devils Tower National Monument
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Image: Geological Survey Professional Paper 32; Geology and Underground 

Water Resources of Central Great Plains, Serial Set. July 21, 1903



Glacier National Park 

1910 President Taft signs bill

“Another feature that is most interesting to park visitors is the Indian 

life to be observed along its eastern border.“ 
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Image: Report of the National 

Park Service, 1917



• First park  on the ocean

• Created as Sieur de Monts 

National Monument  by 

Presidential Proclamation 

1916

• Renamed Lafayette 

National Park 1919

• Named Acadia National 

Park 1929 

Acadia National Park—oldest National Park 

east of the Mississippi River 
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Image, National Park Service Report, 

Serial Set, 1919



The fundamental purpose of parks, 

monuments, and reservations is to 

conserve the scenery and the 

natural and historic objects and the 

wildlife, and to leave them 

unimpaired for the enjoyment of 

future generations.

National Park Service established 1916
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National Parks and Monuments administration
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Motorized transportation
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Image: Annual Report of the Director of the National Park Service, 

Serial Set 1917



“Historic preservation can 

be defined as the 

protection of cultural 

resources. Some Members 

of Congress support 

proposals to eliminate a 

Federal government role in 

financing historic 

preservation programs. 

Others feels a Federal role 

in supporting historic 

preservation should be 

maintained.”

Historic Preservation 

Background and Funding, 

CRS report, January 22, 

2007

Historic preservation
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Image: Pan American Union Bulletin, Serial Set, January 1, 1915

Independence National Historical 

Park



“Some believe that 

Federal lands should be 

open to development. 

However, many 

development activities 

may forever alter the 

natural state and 

wilderness characteristics 

of the land.”

Wilderness Issues in the 

102d Congress, CRS 

Report, April 19, 1991

Wilderness preservation

16

Image: Report of the Director of the National Park Service, 

Serial Set, October 15, 1919



Seashore and river conservation
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First National Seashore 

Map: Serial Set, 12733-5 H.doc. 476, map 1



Map: Reserved land areas, Territory of Alaska, Alaska: A 

reconnaissance report on the potential development of 

water resources in the Territory of Alaska for irrigation, 

power production and other beneficial uses, Seral Set, 

1952

Alaska lands protection

18



Native American graves protection
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Image: American Ethnology Bureau Bulletin 129, 

Serial Set, January 5, 1940



Differing views on Public Lands protection
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National Monuments: 

Establishing authority, size, management
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Image: History of Washington Monument, Serial Set, 1903



Challenges for the next century
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National Parks and Public Lands: 

An American Experience
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Questions?
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