
FDM Tutorial - Fixing the FDM MARC download and MarcEdit record 
length error 
 
* Note, these instructions are for MarcEdit 7.6. 
 
Background 
FDM currently exports MARC records in ASCII format. If you download a FDM record set, and open the 
file in MarcEdit, you may notice errors reported when creating the MarcBreaker file.  
 

 
 
If you click on the red check box, you can review the error(s) found. The error most commonly listed is 
“Error: Record length doesn't match reported record length.” 
 



 
 
These particular errors are likely due to the MarcEdit default character set encoding. The records are 
correct, but the MarcEdit checker finds extra bytes that do not match the character count listed in the 
MARC leader or LDR field. 
 
  



Process 
To view the file without the errors flagged: 

• Save the FDM .mrc download file.  
• Separately, open up MarcEdit.  
• Click on Tools (1) > Character Conversion Tools (2) > Characterset Conversions (3) 

  
 
  



• Drag your FDM download to the Source File bar or click the file folder and locate your source file. 
(1) 

• In the Destination File, click on the file folder icon and set the location where you want the 
converted file to save to, and give it a name. (2) 

• Under Original Encoding, select either MARC8 or UTF8. (3) 
• Under Final Encoding, select UTF8 or MARC8. (4) 

 
Note: If your catalog needs MARC8 format, select UTF8 as your Original Encoding and MARC8 for 
Final Encoding. If your catalog needs UTF8 encoding, select MARC8 as your Original Encoding 
and UTF8 as your Final Encoding.  
 

• Click Process. (5) 

 
 

• Close the dialog box when it pops up. 
 
The file will convert to our specified character set and it will save wherever you set the destination to be. 
 
Double click on the converted file to open the file up in MarcEdit. Click Execute to process the file and 
then Edit Records to review the file like normal. 
 
Source notes 
Reese, Terry. “The MarcEdit Field Guide.” Chapter 2 Dealing with Character encodings in MarcEdit. 
https://marcedit.reeset.net/learning_marcedit/9-2/dealing-with-character-encodings-in-marcedit/  
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