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Materials from the modern congressional collections at the West Virginia & Regional History Center, WVU Libraries



Political papers versus congressional papers

Political Papers

• Congressional papers, 
papers of state and local 
political figures, political 
parties, organizations 
and individuals 
concerned with public 
policy, journalists, 
diplomats

Congressional Papers

• Personal papers of 
members of the U.S. 
Congress and 
institutional records of the 
individual house
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Congressional papers - personal versus official papers

Committee materials are the 
official records of Congress. 
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Personal papers are created in 
a member’s office. 

Senate Photographic Studio, Photograph of Senator 
Rockefeller with a staff member in his office, 1985 
https://rockefeller.lib.wvu.edu/catalog/wvulibraries:64481

Senate Photographic Studio, Photograph of a Senate Commerce 
Committee hearing, 1985 
https://rockefeller.lib.wvu.edu/catalog/wvulibraries:64450

https://rockefeller.lib.wvu.edu/catalog/wvulibraries:64481
https://rockefeller.lib.wvu.edu/catalog/wvulibraries:64450


A brief history of congressional papers

• Watergate and the 
Select Committee 
on Presidential 
Campaign Activities

• Public Documents 
Commission

• Presidential 
Records Act of 
1978
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Richard M. Nixon press conference releasing the transcripts of 
the White House tapes, April 29, 1974. National Archives and 
Records Administration https://catalog.archives.gov/id/194576



A brief history of congressional papers
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H.Con. Res. 307 – 110th Congress

That it is the sense of Congress that—

Members’ Congressional papers (including papers of Delegates and 
Resident Commissioners to the Congress) should be properly 
maintained;

(2) each Member of Congress should take all necessary measures to 
manage and preserve the Member’s own Congressional papers; and

(3) each Member of Congress should be encouraged to arrange for 
the deposit or donation of the Member’s own noncurrent 
Congressional papers with a research institution that is properly 
equipped to care for them, and to make these papers available for 
educational purposes at a time the Member considers appropriate.
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The nature of congressional papers
• Complex

• Large

• Published and 
unpublished 
materials

• Multiple formats 
(paper, digital, 
audiovisual)

• Materials retained 
b/c unique, special, 
rare

• Can take years to 
process
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Archival processing

Arranging and describing the papers of an individual, 
family, or organization 
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Archival processing
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Senator John D. (Jay) Rockefeller IV papers online finding aid https://archives.lib.wvu.edu/repositories/2/resources/1; 
Edward E. “Ted” Kaufman papers finding aid in WorldCat http://libwvu.worldcat.org/oclc/873950770; Thomas J. Dodd 
papers in ArchiveGrid: https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/collection/data/75959581

https://archives.lib.wvu.edu/repositories/2/resources/1
http://libwvu.worldcat.org/oclc/873950770
https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/collection/data/75959581


Finding congressional archives

http://archives.gov/legislative/repository-collections/

http://bioguide.congress.gov/biosear
ch/biosearch.asp



New Ways of Documenting Congress 

• Born-digital congressional archives

• Constituent services data 

• Web Archiving
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Sources and further reading
• Frisch, Scott A. 2012. Doing archival research in political science. 

Amherst, N.Y.: Cambria Press.

• Paul, Karen Dawley, Glenn R. Gray, and L. Rebecca Johnson Melvin. 
2009. An American political archives reader. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow 
Press.

• Society of American Archivists, and Karen Dawley Paul. 1992. The 
documentation of Congress: report of the Congressional Archivists 
Roundtable Task Force on Congressional Documentation. [Washington, 
D.C.]: [U.S. G.P.O.]. 
https://archive.org/details/TheDocumentationOfCongress

• United States. 1977. Final report of the National Study Commission on 
Records and Documents of Federal Officials. Washington: The 
Commission.

• United States. 2012. Advisory Committee on the Records of Congress: 
(established under authority of Public Law 101-509, November 5, 1990) : 
fifth report, December 31, 2012. [Washington, D.C.]: [U.S. G.P.O.]. 
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/cla/advisory-committee/fifth-report.pdf

https://archive.org/details/TheDocumentationOfCongress
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/cla/advisory-committee/fifth-report.pdf
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libraries



Overview
LibGuides

Wikipedia

CatalogingReference 

Instruction



Using LibGuides to promote 
Congressional material



Finding Congressional Papers
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http://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105630&p=687679
http://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105630&p=687679


The LibGuide is a growing organism

• LIS student project – free labor!

• Initially just listed location of Congressional 
papers

• Enhancements
 Works by/about each member

 Committees & key legislation

 Contents of papers if no finding aid available 

 Wikipedia!
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Committees

• Daniel K. Inouye: 
Watergate, Iran-
Contra, 
Appropriations, etc.

• Daniel Akaka: Indian 
Affairs
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Key legislation

• Patsy Mink: Title IX

• Patricia Saiki: restitution for interned Japanese-
Americans

• Jonah Kūhiō Kalanianaʻole: Hawaiian Homes 
Commission Act

• Joseph Rider Farrington: Hawaiʻi statehood
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Wikipedia – Spark Matsunaga
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Cataloging Congressional material
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• Add records for key speeches or material in 
Congressional record



Cataloging Congressional material
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• Add summary



Reference using Congressional 
publications and papers

• Example: Finding the 
establishing 
legislation for the 
Center for Excellence 
in Disaster 
Management and 
Humanitarian 
Assistance in 
Honolulu
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Legislative history - earmarks
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Private legislation
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The librarian is a growing organism

• Course-based instruction

• Tutorials

• Teaching

• Research using 
Congressional material

• Take a class

• Read a book!



Mahalo!

Gwen Sinclair

Head of Government Documents & Maps

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Library

gsinclai@hawaii.edu

http://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/govdocs
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www.byrdcenter.org

www.congresscenters.org



Build It 
and They 

Will 
Come?



Where Do We Go From Here?



The Fulcrum of Democracy



A Multitude of Utilities

• Political History

• Political Science

• Policy History

• Social History

• Cultural History

• Environmental 
History

• And Much More



Engaging Educators



Higher Ed. 

 Facilitate Subject/Content Specific Tours

Develop In-Class Embedded 
Archivist/Librarian Programs

Require Student Meetings and Use of 
Materials



High School & Jr. High

 Develop Content Specific Lib. Guides 

and Educational Resources

 Host Training Institutes and Workshops 

for Teachers

 Support Local/State/National Social 

Studies Competitions







Collaborate, Celebrate, & Create

Congress Week

April 1-7

• Social Media

• Blogging

• Events

www.congressweek.org



The Great Society Congress

http://acsc.lib.udel.edu/great-congress

• 400+ Primary Sources

• 20 Contributing Orgs.

• 5-Day Teaching 

Module

• Resources Page

http://acsc.lib.udel.edu/great-congress
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