
Creating Connections: Public 
Libraries & Government

• Karen Russ, Depository Coordinator, Ottenheimer Library, 

University of Arkansas, Little Rock

• Carolyn Ashcraft, Arkansas State Librarian and Chief Officer of 

State Library Agencies Liaison to GPO

• Nancy Fredericks, Library Administrator, Pasco County Library 

System, Florida

• Alison Griffith, Consumer Health and Government Documents 

Information Resource Manager, St. Charles City-County Library 

District

• Whitney Gerwitz, Government Documents Coordinator, St. 

Charles City-County Library District



Connecting with COSLA

Chief Officers of State Library Agencies

Carolyn Ashcraft



COSLA’s Mission
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• To provide leadership on issues of common 
concern and national interest, to further state 
library agency relationships with the federal 
government and national organizations, and to 
initiate, maintain, and support cooperative 
action for the improvement of library services.



Theory of Change
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Unique Characteristics
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• National Reach

• A Network of Peers

• Cross-State Lens

• Recognized Leadership

• Channel Partner



Key Areas of Focus

6



Selected Current Initiatives



Strong Suits



Inner Workings



For more information, contact:

• Carolyn Ashcraft

• Arkansas State Librarian

• COSLA Liaison to GPO

• Carolyn@library.arkansas.gov

• 501.682.1526

Timothy Cherubini

COSLA Executive Director

tcherubini@cosla.org

859.514.9826

mailto:Carolyn@library.arkansas.gov
mailto:tcherubini@cosla.org


E-Government Services in 
Public Libraries

Nancy Fredericks 
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St. Charles City-County 
Library District (Missouri) 

Alison Griffith, MLIS, 
Consumer Health and 
Government Documents 
Information Resource 
Manager

Whitney Gerwitz, MA 
Military History, 
Consumer Health and 
Government Documents 
Coordinator



That’s nice; where are the tax 
forms?
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E-Government and Services
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Civic Engagement
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Civic Engagement
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Digital and Media Literacy
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Collection Highlights
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Questions?
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