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Presentation Objectives

1 Describe the shifting landscape of federal government information access.

2 Share case studies of removed or altered resources and their impacts.

3 Introduce the Tracking Government Information project.

4 Discuss how FDLP libraries can respond and collaborate.



Who here has had a patron 
who asked for a federal 
government source that 
disappeared online?

Question



Context
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Partnership between 
GPO & libraries

Long-term 
preservation of 

federal information

Equitable public 
access through 

depository libraries

FDLP’s Role



Non-Depository Federal Information
What does this include?
● Websites
● Online toolkits
● Videos 
● Some datasets
● Etc.

How do librarians use it?
● Answering reference questions
● Suggest links and docs to GPO for cataloging



The Changing 
Landscape
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Historical Context

“The nine most terrifying words in the English language are ‘I’m from the government and I’m here to 

help.’” Ronald Reagan, Press conference on August 12th, 1986.

The quote conveys his overall hostility towards government, even though he served two terms as  California 
governor and president. His administration viewed government publication economics as more important than the 
public’s right to know and conveying government’s activities/research to the public.

OMB Bulletin 81-16. (contained in a series bulletins. 81-16 begins on page 74). The OMB used it to eliminate collection 
and publication of government information. It resulted in a moratorium on new publications.

Reform 88. The administration created a task force to improve management and administrative systems, but for 
publications it was to reduce spending. The task force’s publications are only available at the Reagan library.

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP06M00944R000200110002-2.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/topic-guide/reform-88


What’s happening in 2025

Technical & Infrastructure Changes

Information Control & Messaging

Policy & Legal Pressures

Political & Administrative Shifts



Technical & Infrastructure Changes
● Website redesigns & domain changes
● Broken links, decommissioned systems
● Migration without preservation

President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Panorama Spotlight
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Office of Personnel Management guidance to 
agencies on "sex" vs "gender"
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and office closures
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How does this affect non-depository material?

FDLP Material

● Stable preservation mandate

● Cataloged & discoverable 
through multiple channels

● Protected by legal deposit

Non-Depository

● No mandated preservation

● Often web-only, vulnerable to 
redesigns or removals



Community efforts

https://eotarchive.org/
https://archive.org/


Impact on Library Services



Tracking 
Government 
Information
Project
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Our team Short link to project website:  
z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite
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University of Minnesota - Twin 
Cities

Ben Amata
Humanities/Social Sciences & 
Government Information Librarian, 
California State University, 
Sacramento

Sanga Sung
Government Information Librarian, 
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign

Molly Blake
Social Sciences Librarian, 
University of Minnesota -
Twin Cities

Kate Sheridan
Publishing Librarian, 
University of Minnesota - Twin 
Cities

http://z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite


Project origin
● Questions from researchers & 

community 

○ “Where can I find an archived 
copy of this missing doc?”

○ “How widespread is this?”

● Many websites and documents 
preserved in WayBack Machine, 
but no way to keep track of them

● Inspired by efforts we were seeing 
in the gov data realm, in particular 
DRP

https://www.minnpost.com/community-voices/2025/02/our-published-work-in-a-government-journal-curiously-disappeared/


Project goals
● Track changes to and 

impacts on government 
information

● Help researchers & 
general public see the 
scope of what the Trump 
administration has 
removed from government 
websites

● Point to archived copies,
when available (such as in 
Wayback Machine)

https://web.archive.org/web/20240401000000*/https:/health.mil/About-MHS/Military-Medical-History/Historical-Timelines/Women


Workflow

Missing document/website 
is identified and entered into 
the submission form

The form feeds into the 
backend spreadsheet

Team members add 
metadata and lightly edit 
entries if needed

Entries are transferred to 
public spreadsheet

Public spreadsheet is 
viewable and 
downloadable by anyone

Public spreadsheet also 
feeds into the public 
search interface









Example entry



Example entry



How do we learn about content to add?
Shoutout to Kelly Smith!  

● Maintains the Weekly 
Roundup guide, a long-
standing resource

● New section called “Web 
Content 
Changes/Preservation”

● She updates a running 
google docs for us to pull 
entries from more easily

https://ucsd.libguides.com/usgov/roundup
https://ucsd.libguides.com/usgov/roundup


How do we learn about content to add?
● Anyone can submit entries 

● Listservs and social media

● News reports - journalists are a major resource 

● Reference questions from our users about missing documents or data

● Lists and suggestions from other librarians - thank you!



How Libraries and 
Librarians Can 
Participate

05



Looking for volunteers!

● We are looking for volunteers to help monitor the news and 
add content to the spreadsheet.  

● Volunteers can self-select what agency or office you want 
to monitor for news.

● Many hands make light work - goal is that this volunteer role 
only takes about 25 minutes of your time per week.

● Even with volunteers - to everyone else, please continue to 
enter content in the spreadsheet!  Deduplication can 
happen on the back end.

● Link to interest form:  z.umn.edu/TGIvolunteer

https://z.umn.edu/TGIvolunteer


Monitor and stay up to date

Listservs & Mailing Lists Communities & Social Media

https://federaldataforum.prb.org/home
https://www.reddit.com/r/fednews/


Libguides 

ucsd.libguides.com/FederalGovInfoPostTransition z.umn.edu/govinfo25

https://ucsd.libguides.com/FederalGovInfoPostTransition
http://z.umn.edu/govinfo25
https://z.umn.edu/govinfo25


More Trackers
UCSD: ucsd.libguides.com/usgov/trumptrackers
Tracking Gov Info page: z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite

https://ucsd.libguides.com/usgov/trumptrackers
https://z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/projects-series/trials-of-the-trump-administration/tracking-trump-administration-litigation
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/Silencing-Science-Tracker
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/content/climate-backtracker
https://www.protectourcare.org/sabotage-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/other/fact-sheet/overview-of-president-trumps-executive-actions-impacting-lgbtq-health/


Take Action
● Integrate awareness of at-risk information and preservation efforts in 

relevant reference and instruction.

● Teach users about web archiving efforts and how to find missing 
materials.

● “See something, save something” - save webpages you think are 
important to the Wayback Machine or other web archiving tools.

● Collaborate locally with faculty/staff to spot risks.

● Report broken depository PURLs to GPO - they can link to archived 
versions.

● Submit missing non-depository materials to the Gov Info Tracker 
submission form.



Thank you!
Q&A

Link to project website: 
z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

https://z.umn.edu/trackgovinfosite
https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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