ADVENTURES IN
GOVERNMENT
COMICS

Discovering, Preserving, and
Promoting a Hidden Collection

“AND WHAT SHALL | DO WITH YOUR COMIC BOOKS, SIR?”
Ernest Maxwell, Yank: The Army Weekly, December 7, 1945




YOUR HOSTS FOR TODAY

Bobby Griffith, Lead Government Information
Reference Associate, Sycamore Library

Tasha McClain, Government Information Librarian,
Sycamore Library
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SYCAMORE LIBRARY

Government Information Connection at Sycamore Library, a branch
library on the UNT campus

A designated member of the Federal Depository Program since 1948

Collections date from before the establishment of the U.S.
government

Unique print and online collections of government publications

UNT Digital Library Portal to Texas History



https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/partners/UNTGD/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/partners/UNTGD/

UNT LIBRARIES AS PRESERVATION STEWARD

* Signed Memorandum of Agreement in February 2020.
°* December 2022 comics added to UNT Digital Library.
* 2023 Digital Preservation Steward Addendum to MOA




GOVERNMENT COMICS
COLLECTION

. * Paper Comics — 260

° Online Comics — 64
°* Comics in UNT Digital Library — 262




A HIDDEN
TREASURE

* "I never knew the government made
comics!”

* Valuable assets overlooked

 What's in your collection?
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“THE BEGINNING OF CASTE IN THE WORLD’S GREATEST DEMOCRACY”
H.T. Webster, 7he Cartoon Book, U.S. Bureau of Publicity, 1918




WHY ARE
GOVERNMENT
COMICS HIDDEN?

* |solated collection

* Scattered locations

* Fragile or rare publications

* Marginalized topics or audiences




INVITATION TO A CONFERENCE

Bam! Pow! Boom! Comics in the Library:

2017 Willis Library Forum Exhibit Series
2020 Flyover Comics Symposium
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ARLINGTON, VA

2019 CTLC Conference
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UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

EST. 1890

WHAT ARE GOVERNMENT COMICS2

CHALLENGES TO USING GOVERNMENT COMICS

BOBBY GRIFFITH
GOVERSORNT INFOIMATION REFERENCE SPES
YCAMORE LIDAARY

NIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

bobby.griffith@unt.edu
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COMICS POSTER

GOVERNMENT

Comic book colors and textures
Superman style logo

Photos of the collection

Fun imagery

The Story of a Conference Poster



https://blogs.library.unt.edu/comics/2019/12/12/give-your-outreach-superpowers-with-government-comics-the-story-of-a-conference-poster/

WHAT IS A GOVERNMENT COMIC?

A comic produced or commissioned Government publication about Commercial comic based on
by a government agency comics government work or data
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CONFLICTS AND CONTROVERSIES

Racism/Sexism Childish or Trivial Conflict of Interest Waste of Funds
i iFsE Ay "HAS EXPANDED OUR UNIVERSE!
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LEARNING ABOUT
AUTHORS AND ARTISTS

From Reference Works From Readers From Creators From Detective Work
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ENHANCING OUR COLLECTION

Enhance Existing Comics Acquire New Comics
* Protect fragile works * Fill in the gaps
* Add metadata to the records * Use legitimate sources

° Acquire ancillary resources * Seek high-quality materials




PROMOTING OUR COLLECTION

University Libraries

Subject Guide Social Media Presentations UNT Digital Library

Comics Studies at UNT
UNT
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THE FUTURE OF
GOVERNMENT COMICS

Creative Writing in Inclusiveness and Historical Studies and

the Classroom Sensitive Subjects Literary/ icism
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U.S. Marine Cartoonists
in the Korean War




EXPLORE OUR COLLECTION

UNT Subject Guide to Government Comics
e UNT Digital Library—Government Comics Collection

e Sycamore Library
* UNT Sycamore Stacks Blog
* Government Information Connection at Sycamore

The Yucca, Yearbook of North
Texas State College, 1946



https://guides.library.unt.edu/government-comics
https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/GOVCOM/
https://library.unt.edu/sycamore/
https://blogs.library.unt.edu/sycamore-stacks/
https://guides.library.unt.edu/gic
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61015/
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61015/

THANK YOU!

We welcome your questions and comments.
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