Demystifying Policy for Social Workers: Using

Gemini Notebook to Scaffold Legislative Research

Overcoming the "Heavy Litt" of Legislative Procedures through Curated Al

THE CHALLENGE: THE "HEAVY LIFT"

The Problem: Graduate students in SOWK 7121 must

analyze legislation without a policy background.

The Barrier. The dense, specitic procedures of the U.S.
Congress and the Georgia General Assembly are

overwhelming.

The Shortfall: Traditional LibGuides provide links but fail

to develop active policy research skills.

OUTCOMES: EMPOWERING ADVOCACY

This project models how future social workers can

leverage Al ettectively to better serve their clients.

Translating Policy. Students successtully convert dense

legislative text into accessible briefing documents and

FAQs.

Professional Application: This worktlow directly mirrors

the education and advocacy work they will perform tor

—

their communities.

TRY IT YOURSELF!

THE SOLUTION: "CURATED Al"

Curated Sources: Custom Notebooks are

populated exclusively with authoritative documents,

such as Congressional rules and procedures, plus
CRS and GAQ reports.

Reduced Hallucinations: Gemini Notebook

grounds its answers entirely in these uploaded

documents for a safer research sandbox.

Jargon Translation: Students use the Al chat to

translate complex committee actions into plain,

accessible language.
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Procedural and Administrative Stature

As "Key Committees,” they operate under modified procedural rules compared to other
panels:

* High Legislative Volume: In the 119th Congress, Ways and Means and Finance
consistently rank among the most active committees. For example, the House Ways and
Means Committee has been involved in over 1,500 legislative actions as of early 2026

* Quorum Exceptions: In the House, while most committees can fix a quorum for
testimony at no less than two members, the Committee on Ways and Means (along
with Appropriations and Budget) is restricted to a quorum of no less than one-third
its membership for taking certain actions 29

» Revenue Origination: Because the Constitution's Origination Clause requires all
revenue bills to begin in the House, the Ways and Means Committee serves as the
starting point for most federal tax legislation 30 31 .

» Pension Oversight: They receive and review revised schedules for pension benefit
premiums and must report joint resolutions to approve these changes 22 - .
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THE GOAL: Al INFORMATION LITERACY

Modeling Future Work: Students gain hands-on
experience answering policy questions using

government documents and grey literature.

Quality In = Quality Out: Using primary government
documents teaches students that Al is only as

reliable as its input.

Verifiable Answers: Inline citations teach students
to trace Al-generated summaries back to the

original text.

Decoding the 119th Congress: The Journey from Bill to Law

House of
@ Representatives @ U.S. Senate

Membership: | Term Length: Core Philosophy: Membership: | Term Length: Core Philosophy:

435 Districts | 2 Years Numerical 100 Members = 6 Years Individual
(Population-based) Majority Control (2 perState) | (Overlapping) = Deliberative Leverage

Al Al Integration Senate Cloture

Mandate and Filibusters

H. Res. 5 directs the House 60 votes are generally ; -
to integrate Al for drafting ired to end a filibust i ]
and administrative ;i%ugiveotc? g vgt e'.'l Lo PreSId.el'Itlal
: streamlining. Action
Introduction
and Referral Debate vs. Senate Deliberative Sign:
Bills are numbered (H.R. Efficiency Process Bill becomes law
or S.) and referred to House rules prioritize Senate rules favor
specialized committees quick action. extended deliberation

and individual member
leverage.

for expert review.

Veto:
Bill is rejected

The Reconciliation

Requirement S e
Both chambers must agree Blll becomes law
to identical bill text before it 2 ~ without signature
reaches the President. (after 10 days)
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