
From Agencies to Answers: 
Building an A-Z Government Information Discovery Tool
A new approach to connecting government information with curriculum & research

Introduction

Background & Motivation

Government information provides authoritative resources for 
teaching, learning, & research, but discovery is complicated by its 
distribution across hundreds of federal agencies.

Using the Springshare A-Z Resource feature, this project developed 
a curated government information discovery tool that connects 
federal resources with teaching, learning, & research needs across 
the curriculum.

Selection & Curation

Benefits Challenges Opportunities 
 Improved

visibility of
government
information

 Curriculum-
focused
discovery

 Supports
multiple
research skill
levels

 Encourages
interdisciplinary
exploration

 Reusable
content
structure

 Defining project
scope

 Identifying
appropriate
agencies

 Maintaining
consistency
across
descriptions

 Balancing detail
with brevity

 Developing useful
subject &
keyword
structures

 Additional
agencies &
programs

 Integration into
instruction

 Subject guide
linking

 Faculty outreach
 Assessment &

user feedback

Findings

Challenges
• Government information is distributed across

hundreds of websites & agencies.
• Students often begin research without knowing

which agency is responsible for a topic.
• Large government discovery platforms can be

overwhelming.
• Government resources are often underutilized.
Goals
• Improve discovery
• Support instruction & research
• Align with curriculum needs
• Increase visibility.
• Create a sustainable tool.

Next Steps 

Metadata & Content

Library communications
Social media

Faculty outreach
Instruction sessions

Takeaways

75 Agencies

Sustainability & Growth
Assessment

Feedback 
Usage review

Promotion

Expansion
Additional agency records

Guide integration
Cross-linking opportunities

Collection Analysis


FDM/SuDoc Review


Agency Discovery 


Gap Analysis 


Selection Criteria 

Learn More

Springshare LibGuide A-Z Asset Record 

Example of a Curated Agency Entry Within the A-Z Tool

Landing Page for an Individual Resource Entry

Customized Description Guides Users to Research Resources

Search by keyword, subject or type

Curated selection: VHA was chosen 
instead of the broader VA to emphasize 
healthcare, medical research, & clinical 

information resources
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