
U.S. Courts Opinions –
An FDsys Collection 



U.S. Courts Opinions Collection
Learning Objectives

• Understand when to use the U.S. Courts 
Opinions collection

• Identify the courts of the opinions collection on 
GPO’s Federal Digital System;

• Navigate the collection; and
• Find opinions from multiple access points



Origin of the U.S. Courts

“The judicial Power of the United States, 
shall be vested in one supreme Court, and 
in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish.”



Judiciary Act of 1789

"An Act to 
establish the 
Judicial Courts 
of the United 
States”



E-Government Act of 2002

Requires that Federal courts provide 
Web access to the substance of written 
opinions issued after April 16, 2005 in a 
text searchable format. 



Increasing Access to Lower 
Federal Court Opinions

• March 2011 – Memorandum of Understanding between the 
U.S. Government Printing Office and the Administrative Office 
of the United States Court signed

• October 2011 – Pilot project launched to make U.S. appellate, 
district, and bankruptcy court opinions accessible through 
GPO’s FDsys 

• September 2012 – The Judicial Conference of the United 
States approved national implementation of pilot

• March 2014 – Milestone of more than 1,000,000 opinions 
accessible through FDsys



Federal Court Structure

http://www.uscourts.gov/FederalCourts.aspx



U.S. Courts of Appeals and
U.S. District Courts

http://www.uscourts.gov/uscourts/images/CircuitMap.pdf



Cases Heard by Federal Courts
Federal Courts
• Constitutionality of a law.
• Crimes under statutes enacted by 

Congress.
• Cases involving the laws, regulations 

and treaties of the U.S.
• Ambassadors and public ministers.
• Disputes between two or more states.
• Patent, copyright, and other 

intellectual property issues.
• Admiralty law.
• Bankruptcy cases.
• Interstate and international trade law 

matters.

Federal or State Courts
• Crimes punishable under both 

federal & state law.
• Federal constitutional issues.
• Certain civil rights claims.
• "Class action" cases.
• Environmental regulations.
• Certain disputes involving 

federal law. 
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Finding Opinions in FDsys

• Basic Search
• Advanced Search
• Browse



U.S. Courts Opinions Collection

http://www.fdsys.gov



Questions?
Visit http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/

Click – Ask a Question
Category – FDsys: Federal Digital System

Subcategory – FDsys Training


