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U.S. Courts Opinions Collection
Learning Objectives

e Understand when to use the U.S. Courts
Opinions collection

 |dentify the courts of the opinions collection on
GPQO’s Federal Digital System,;

« Navigate the collection; and
* Find opinions from multiple access points
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Origin of the U.S. Courts

“The judicial Power of the United States,
shall be vested in one supreme Court, and
In such inferior Courts as the Congress may
from time to time ordain and establish.”
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"An Act to
establish the
Judicial Courts
of the United
States”

Act of 1789

FIRST CONGRESS. S8gss.I. Cn.20. 1789.

Cuar. XX.~Jn At to eslablish the Judicial Courls of the United Slates.(a)

Seorion 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the supreme
court of the United States shall consist of a chief justice and five asso-
ciate justices,(b) any four of whom shall be a quorum, and shall hold
annually at the seat of government two sessions, the one commencing
the first Monday of February, and the other the first Monday of August.
That the associate justices shall have precedence according to the date
of their commissions, or when the commissions of two or more of them
bear date on the same day, according to their respective ages.

Sec. 2. And be'it further enacted, That the United States shall be,
and they hereby are divided into thirteen districts, to be limited and
called as follows, to wit: one to consist of that part of the State of
Massachusetts which lies easterly of the State of New Hampshire, and
tobe called Maine District; one to consist of the State of New Hamp-
shire, and to be called New Hampshire District;(c) one to consist of
the remaining part of the State of Massachusetts, and to be called Mas-
sachusetts district; one to consist of the State of Connecticut, and to
be called Connecticut District ; one to consist of the State of New York,
and to be called New York District; one to consist of the State of New
Jersey, and to be called New Jersey District; one to consist of the
State of Pennsylvania, and to be called Pennsylvania District; one to
consist of the State of Delaware, and to be called Delaware District;
one to consist of the State of Maryland, and to be called Maryland Dis-
trict; one to consist of the State of Virginia, except that part called the
District of Kentucky, and to be called Virginia District; one to consist
of the remaining part of the State of Virginia, and to be called Ken-
tacky District ; one to consist of the State of South Carolina, and to be
called South Carolina District; and one to consist of the State of
Georgia, and to be called Georgia District.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That there be a court called a
District Court, in each of the afore mentioned districts, to consist of
one judge, who shall reside in the district for which he is appointed,

73

Statore L
Sept. 24, 1789,

Supreme court
to consist of a
chief justice,
and five asso-
ciates.

Two sessions
annually.

Precedence.

Thirteen dis-
tricts.

Maine.
N. Hampshire.
Massachusetts.

Connecticut.
New York,
New Jeraey.
Pennsylvania,
Delaware.
Maryland.

Virginia.
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South Carolina,
Georgia.

A district court
in each district,

and shall be called a District Judge, and shall hold annually four
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E-Government Act of 2002

Requires that Federal courts provide
Web access to the substance of written
opinions issued after April 16, 2005 in a

text searchable format.
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Increasing Access to Lower
Federal Court Opinions

e March 2011 — Memorandum of Understanding between the
U.S. Government Printing Office and the Administrative Office
of the United States Court signed

e October 2011 — Pilot project launched to make U.S. appellate,
district, and bankruptcy court opinions accessible through
GPQO’s FDsys

e September 2012 — The Judicial Conference of the United
States approved national implementation of pilot

e March 2014 — Milestone of more than 1,000,000 opinions
accessible through FDsys
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Federal Court Structure

SUPREME COURT UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT

APPELLATE COURTS —>U.S. Courts of Appeals

12 Regional Circuit Courts of Appeals
1 U5. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

TRIAL COURTS =2 U.5. District Courts

94 judicial districts
r—U.5. Bankruptcy Courts

L.S. Court of International Trade
U.S. Court of Federal Claims

FEDERAL COURTS AND OTHER Military Courts (Trial and Appellate)
ENTITIES OUTSIDE THE Court of Vetarans Appeals
JUDICIAL BRANCH U.S. Tax Court

Federal administrative agencies and boards

http://www.uscourts.gov/FederalCourts.aspx In FDsys
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U.S. Courts of Appeals and
U.S. District Courts
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Federal Courts
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Constitutionality of a law.

Crimes under statutes enacted by
Congress.

Cases involving the laws, regulations
and treaties of the U.S.

Ambassadors and public ministers.

Disputes between two or more states.

Patent, copyright, and other
intellectual property issues.

Admiralty law.
Bankruptcy cases.

Interstate and international trade law
matters.

Cases Heard by Federal Courts

Federal or State Courts

e Crimes punishable under both
federal & state law.

* [Federal constitutional issues.

e Certain civil rights claims.

 "Class action" cases.

 Environmental regulations.

e Certain disputes involving
federal law.
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Case 2:03-cv-00370-EEF-KWR  Document 208 Filed 09/09/11 P afigeieehaf— Date Flled

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT (
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOTUTSIANA CO u rt N am e

HOLY CROSS NEIGHEORHOOD
ASSOCIATION (IVILACTION . C QSO Type
NO. 03-370
Ref. 10-1718

VERSUS

deode e e s sk s

UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF
ENCINEERS

Case N am e ORDER & REASONS

Before the Court are two eross-metions for summary judgment: (1) Plaintiffs Holy Cross

SECTION "L"(4)

Case Number

Neighborhood Aszociatton, Gulf Festoration Network, Lowmiana Environmental Action
Wetwork, Citizens Agamst Widening the Indusinal Canal, and Sierra Club's Second Metion for
Summary Fudzment (F. Docs. 176, 187), and (2) the U.S. Armyy Ceaps of Engineers' Cross-
Motion for Summzry Fndzment (B Dioc. 192). The Cowt has received and reviewed the briefs - -
and heard from the parties on oral argument. After considenng the arguments raisad, as well as O I n I O n
the applicable facts and law, the Cowrt 15 ready to mile. For the following rezsens, IT IS p
Court RUIlng ORDERED that Plaintiffs' Second Motion for Summary Judgment is GRANTED IN PART
AND DEMIED IN PART and the Corps’ Cross-Motion for Summary Jadgment 1= GRANTED IN
B Parts
L BACKCROUND
The Inner Harbor Navigation Canal ("Indusinal Canal or IEINC") 15 2 manmade
waterway that provides access from Lakes Pontchartrain and the Gulf Intercozstal Waterway to
the Missizsippi River at New Orleans, Lomsiana. See Holy Cross Neighborhood Assmv. U5,
Avrmy Corps of Eng'rs, 455 F Supp.2d 532, 534 (ED. La. 2006). Navigatien traffic passes

1

GPQO'’s Seal of
Authenticity ————>

=
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Finding Opinions in FDsys

e Basic Search
e Advanced Search
e Browse
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About Fhsys

Search Government Publications I SY FEDERAL DlGlTAL SYSTEM

Browse Government Publications AMERICA'S AUTHENTIC GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Eszso:l::lt;él:lrss bt ) = Code of Federal Regulations
. ¥s SUrvey Search Government Publications Advanced Search = Compilation of Presidential Documents

Retrigve by Citation : :
Customers I SEARCH Help = Congressional Bills

Find the latest GPO Services & Products Congressional Documents
Congressional Hearings

Vendors * Congressional Record
Find out how you can Do Business with Featured Publication - Coniressiunﬂl Reports
GPO i jtol:
To M_lake Be_au“fu' the Capitol: . = Constitution of the United States of
e —_— | Rediscovering the Art of Constantino America: Analysis and Interpretation
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congressional Hearing
Lessons Learned from the Boston
G Marathon Bombing

U.5. Government for Kids PDF >

{ML Bulk Data Repository

U.5. Government Bookstore

Catalog of U.S. Government Text =
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5 1822-2012
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PDF >
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Questions?

Visit http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/
Click — Ask a Question
Category — FDsys: Federal Digital System
Subcategory — FDsys Training




