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Congressional Hearings 
Learning Objectives 

• Learn about Congressional Hearings 
– General background and related 

information 
 

• Learn about the Congressional Hearings 
collection in FDsys 
– Availability and discovery of content 



Congressional Hearings: 
What is a hearing? 

 
• A hearing is a session, most often of a 

legislative committee, in which testimony 
is taken from witnesses and ‘heard’ by 
members of the committee 



2014  
Congress 

 
Committee 
structure 

House Senate

Agriculture Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Appropriations Appropriations
Armed Services Armed Services

Budget Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Education and the Workforce Budget

Energy and Commerce Commerce, Science, and 
Ethics Energy and Natural Resources

Financial Services Environment and Public Works
Foreign Affairs Finance

Homeland Security Foreign Relations
House Administration Health, Education, Labor, and 

Judiciary Homeland Security and 
Natural Resources Judiciary

Oversight and Government Reform Rules and Administration
Rules Small Business and Entrepreneurship

Science, Space, and Technology Veterans' Affairs
Small Business

Transportation and Infrastructure
Veterans' Affairs
Ways and Means

Intelligence (Permanent) (Select Aging (Special Committee)
Ethics (Select Committee)

Indian Affairs (Other Committee)
Intelligence (Select Committee)

Joint Printing
Joint Taxation

Standing Committees

Special and Select Committees

Joint Committees
Joint Economic

Joint Library



Types of Hearings 

• Legislative hearings 
• Investigative hearings 
• Oversight hearings 
• Confirmation hearings 



Legislative Hearings 

• The most common type of hearing 
• Frequently occur when a specific 

measure is being considered 





Investigative Hearings 

• Investigate a topic of interest 
• Possible illegal activities 
 





Oversight Hearings 

• Look more closely at the administration of 
Federal agencies 

• May gather information if questions have 
arisen about management 

• Can occur during reauthorization of a 
program 
 





Confirmation Hearings 

• Senate conducts confirmation hearings 
• Conducted for presidential nominees 
• Not a requirement for all nominees 





Field Hearings 

• Held outside of 
the capitol, at a 
site usually 
related to the 
topic of the 
hearing 



Witnesses at Hearings 

Images: NY Times, Edutopia.org 



Authentication 
Title 

Committee 
name 

Additional 
information 

FDsys 
availability  

Hearing number 
(H,S) 
Type of hearing 
Session of 
congress 
 

Date 
GPO printing 
and contact  



• Committee 
name 

• Chairman 
• Committee 

members 
• Staff names 



Contents 
• Date 
• Opening 

statements 
• List of 

witnesses, 
with 
affiliations 



• Date 
• Time 
• Location 
• Presiding 

officer 
• Purpose of 

hearing 



Congressional Hearings in FDsys 

• House, Senate, and Joint committee 
hearings 
– 105th Congress (1997-1998) forward 

• House and Senate appropriations 
hearings for fiscal year 1998 forward 
– Text and PDF (Graphics omitted from ASCII 

text versions) 
 
 



Congressional Hearings in FDsys 
• Selected hearings available from 1985-

1986  
– 99-104th Congresses 
– Browse Government Publications > 

Congressional Hearings > expand by year 
• Complete transcripts from the Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary: Supreme 
Court Nomination Hearings 
– 1971-forward 
 
 



Retrieve by Citation 

• Code of Federal 
Regulations 

• Congressional Bills 
• Congressional Documents 
• Congressional Record 
• Congressional Record 

(Bound) 
• Congressional Reports 

• Daily Compilation of 
Presidential Documents 

• Federal Register 
• Public and Private Laws 
• Public Papers of the 

Presidents 
• Statutes at Large 
• Weekly Compilation of 

Presidential Documents  
• United States Code 



Search examples in FDsys 
www.gpo.gov/fdsys  

• Browse 
– Browse Collection 
– Browse Committees 

 
• Basic Search 
 
• Advanced Search 

 
• Help  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys


Browse 
• Congressional Hearings link on FDsys home 

page 
• Browse Government Publications has 

‘Congressional Committee’ tab 
– Congressional Hearings 
– Congressional Committee Prints 
– Legislative Publications 
– Legislative Calendars 
– Reports 



Basic Search 

• Search example: 
– Congressional Hearings on the          

Keystone XL pipeline 



Advanced Search 

• Search example: 
– Congressional Hearings from 2013 forward on 

‘net neutrality’ 
– Ben Affleck 



Help 

• Static link at top navigation of FDsys site 
• Depending on where you click on ‘Help’, it 

will open to context-specific page in the 
Help documentation 





 

FDsys Educational Webinars 
 
 

• Upcoming Sessions & Archived Sessions: 
• http://fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/training-and-

events  
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Questions? 
 

Visit http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/  
Click – Ask a Question 

Category – FDsys: Federal Digital System 
Subcategory – FDsys Training 

 
 

http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/
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