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Geographic Activities at the Census Bureau

• MAF/TIGER Database.

• Collecting Data.

• Geographic Terms.

• Digital Products.

• Maps.

• Interactive Mapping.

• Geocoding.

• International Projects.
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The Geographic Foundation: MAF/TIGER

The Master Address File (MAF).

The Topologically Integrated

Geographic Encoding and 

Referencing Database (TIGER). 
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Sources of Address and Street Data

Addresses.

U.S. Postal Service Delivery Sequence File (DSF).

Field data collection.

Partner supplied address lists.

Commercial data.

Streets.

Field data collection.

Partner supplied files.

Imagery analysis.

Address Updates

123 Testdata Road
Anytown, CA 94939

Lat 37 degrees, 9.6 minutes N
Lon 119 degrees, 45.1 minutes W

Address & Street 
Updates
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http://www.inmagine.com/pdv196/pdv196044-photo
http://www.inmagine.com/pdv196/pdv196044-photo


Sources of Boundary Data

Governments – Tribal, State, and Local.

Legal vs. statistical boundaries.

Mason-Dixon Line separating the states of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
Photo courtesy of Michael Ratcliffe, 2015
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How to Find Geographic Terms

6



Geographic Terms and Concepts
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How to Find Geographic Data
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Geography: Maps and Data
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Geography: Maps and Data: TIGER Products
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TIGER/Line How to Guides
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Gazetteer
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Gazetteer
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Gazetteer
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Reference Maps – Tract Maps
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Interactive Maps

• TIGERweb.

• Census Data Mapper.

• Census Flows Mapper.

• Response Area Outreach 

Mapper (ROAM).

• Census Business Builder.
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Interactive Maps
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Interactive Maps
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TIGERweb Applications
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TIGERweb or TIGERweb Decennial
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TIGERweb
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TIGERweb Finding an Address
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TIGERweb - Results
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TIGERweb – Urban Areas
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TIGERweb – Urban Areas
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TIGERweb – Turning on Layers
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Census Data Mapper
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Census Flows Mapper
Geographical Mobility/Migration
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Response Outreach Area Mapper (ROAM)
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Census Business Builder
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Census Geocoding Service

34



Geocoding Service
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Geocoder Results
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Matched Address: 1600 PENNSYLVANIA 
AVE NW, WASHINGTON, DC, 20502
Coordinates:X: -77.03535 Y: 38.898754
Tiger Line Id: 76225813 Side: L
Address Components: 

From Address: 1600
To Address: 1698
PreQualifier: 
PreDirection: 
PreType: 
Street Name: PENNSYLVANIA
SuffixType: AVE
SuffixDirection: NW
SuffixQualifier: 
City: WASHINGTON
State: DC
Zip: 20502

Counties: 

OID: 27590331264532

STATE: 11

FUNCSTAT: F

AREAWATER: 18676161

NAME: District of Columbia

LSADC: 00

CENTLON: -077.0162863

BASENAME: District of Columbia

INTPTLAT: +38.9041031

COUNTYCC: H6

MTFCC: G4020

COUNTY: 001

GEOID: 11001

CENTLAT: +38.9047577

INTPTLON: -077.0172290

AREALAND: 158351429

COUNTYNS: 01702382

OBJECTID: 632

Census Tracts: 

OID: 20790331304119

STATE: 11

FUNCSTAT: S

NAME: Census Tract 62.02

AREAWATER: 4970897

LSADC: CT

CENTLON: -077.0352173

BASENAME: 62.02

INTPTLAT: +38.8809933

MTFCC: G5020

COUNTY: 001

GEOID: 11001006202

CENTLAT: +38.8801546

INTPTLON: -077.0363219

AREALAND: 6539774

OBJECTID: 52967

TRACT: 006202

2010 Census Blocks: 

BLKGRP: 1

OID: 210403964788146

FUNCSTAT: S

STATE: 11

AREAWATER: 0

NAME: Block 1031

SUFFIX: 

LSADC: BK

CENTLON: -077.0365336

LWBLKTYP: L

BASENAME: 1031

BLOCK: 1031

INTPTLAT: +38.8971157

MTFCC: G5040

COUNTY: 001

GEOID: 110010062021031

CENTLAT: +38.8971157

INTPTLON: -077.0365336

AREALAND: 91475

OBJECTID: 1760924

TRACT: 006202

States: 

OID: 27490331294090

STATE: 11

FUNCSTAT: A

NAME: District of Columbia

AREAWATER: 18676161

LSADC: 00

CENTLON: -077.0162863

STUSAB: DC

BASENAME: District of Columbia

INTPTLAT: +38.9041031

DIVISION: 5

MTFCC: G4000

STATENS: 01702382

GEOID: 11

CENTLAT: +38.9047577

INTPTLON: -077.0172290

REGION: 3

AREALAND: 158351429

OBJECTID: 54

Geographies: 

To include more in a return, type: &layers=all at the end of 

the return URL.  You will see the Congressional District, 

Incorporated Places, and Unified School District among other 

geographies. 



International Programs
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International Programs – International Map Viewer
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International Programs - Demobase
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International Programs - Demobase
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Questions?

Geography Help Desk

301 763-1128

geo.geography@census.gov
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