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Where are the current Cataloging 

Guidelines?
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www.fdlp.gov

http://www.fdlp.gov/


The current GPO Cataloging 

Guidelines

• Written & revised by LTS staff, including subject 
matter experts for different chapters

• We begin with the former Guidelines, then 
update & revise these as needed

• Reviewed by Cataloging Policy & 
Documentation Committee, and entire LTS staff

• Undergo numerous revisions

• All Guidelines (chapters) are in constant 
revision, due to the current cataloging 
environment



Background

• GPO Cataloging Guidelines, 4th edition, 
2001-2002

• “Further revisions to the guidelines should 
be expected in the future as government 
publishing and cataloging practices evolve.”

• Needs updating, due to:
– Change from AACR2 to RDA in April 2013

– Constant changes in national practice & policy

– Changes in local practice, such as the separate 
record approach
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2001-2002 GPO 

Cataloging Guidelines

• 4th edition

• Print, HTML, 

Word, and PDF 

formats

• (HTML format no 

longer available)



2002 Cataloging Guidelines
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www.fdlp.gov

http://www.fdlp.gov/


2002 Cataloging Guidelines
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2002 Cataloging Guidelines
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www.fdlp.gov

. . . . . .

http://www.fdlp.gov/


2002 Cataloging Guidelines

PDF version: 
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS20776

MS Word version: 
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS10572
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Importance & Uses of the 

Guidelines -- Consistency
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• “GPO cataloging records appear in the 

catalogs of depository libraries and of 

other libraries throughout the world.”

• “Developed … primarily as an internal 

working document.”

• But also useful to other institutions who 

catalog government documents

(quotes from the 2002 CGs, Introduction)



Importance & Uses of the 

Guidelines -- Efficiency
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“Despite the many changes that have taken 

place in cataloging practices during the past 

decade, GPO’s mission of creating quality 

cataloging records to serve the general 

public and depository users in an efficient 

and timely manner remains the same.” --

2002 CGs, Introduction



Importance & Uses of the 

Guidelines -- Efficiency
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Catalogers without Guidelines …



Greater Efficiency: Example 1

National Standard

• RDA 2.4.1.5: Statement of 

Responsibility Naming 

More Than One Person

• Example: L.H. Booth, P. 

Fisher, V. Heppelthwaite, 

and C.T. Eason

• Optional Omission:

• Example: Roger Colbourne 

[and six others]

GPO Guideline

• Bibliographic Cataloging: 

General MARC Field Policies

(forthcoming)

• “With the exception of 

Congressionals, GPO follows 

the optional omission from 

RDA 2.4.1.5: “If a single 

statement of responsibility 

names more than 3 persons 

… performing the same 

function …, omit all but the 

first.” 



Greater Efficiency: Example 2

National Standard

• RDA 9: Identifying Persons

• RDA 9.16: Profession or 

Occupation

• This element is optional

unless:

• “ … profession or 

occupation is a core 

element when needed to 

distinguish a person from 

another person with the 

same name.”

GPO Guideline

• Name Authorities: General 

Procedures

• “For the optional fields in a 

name authority record, include 

these fields whenever the 

information is readily available 

in the resource being 

cataloged, and can quickly be 

added. No extra sources need 

be consulted.” 



Greater Efficiency: Example 3
National Standard

• RDA 11.2.2: Identifying 

Corporate Bodies (CBs)

• RDA 11.2.2: Sources of 

Information: [Use] the 

following sources:

• (a) the preferred sources of 

information in resources 

associated with the CB

• (b) … [omitted]

• (c) other sources (including 

reference sources)

GPO Guideline

• Name Authorities: General 

Procedures

• “… it is usually not necessary 

to consult any additional 

sources beyond the resource 

cataloged. However, if the 

resource cataloged is not 

issued by the entity whose 

name you are establishing in 

the authority file, do consult at 

least one additional source” 



The Two Extremes

Perfect records=large 

backlogs

Poor records=small 

backlogs



The Balance (or middle ground)

“Quality records in an efficient and timely manner”



How does GPO’s use of the Guidelines 

impact FDLs?

1. Example from Bibliographic Cataloging: 

Overview: “OCLC Maintenance”

• GPO continually updates/maintains serial records in OCLC

• GPO updates monograph records in OCLC only to correct GPO’s 

own errors, clarify or improve GPO’s data, or add links to other 

records

• Other institutions may change GPO records in OCLC

• GPO is not responsible for these changes made by other 

institutions, and will not modify such data in OCLC at the request 

of libraries

• The Catalog of U.S. Government Publications is the authoritative 

source for all GPO’s records and cataloging activity



Plug for the Catalog of U.S. 

Government Publications (CGP)

www.fdlp.gov

catalog.gpo.gov/F

http://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F


How does GPO’s use of the Guidelines 

impact FDLs?

2. Example from Bibliographic Cataloging: 

Overview: “Separate Record Policy”

• GPO follows the separate record approach

• Switched from single record approach in 2008 at request of FDLs

• Now, GPO creates separate records for each format: print, 

microfiche, online, DVD/CD-ROM

• Previously, single records described more than one format

• When an older “single record” is found, especially for serials, 

GPO splits it into 2 or more records, one for each format

• However, GPO will leave online information (MARC fields 856, 

074, 530, 538) in the OCLC master record for the tangible format



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?

3. Examples from Bibliographic Cataloging: 
086 SuDoc Number
• Different formats of the same publication may have the same 

SuDoc number.

• SuDoc classes are recorded in the 086 field: subfield “a” is for the 
SuDoc number, used by GPO, and subfield “z” is for 
canceled/invalid/incorrect SuDoc numbers.

• Subfield “z” is used for classes that were assigned/recorded in 
error; it is not used for class changes that result from agency 
reorganizations.

• When the SuDoc number for a serial title has changed due to 
agency reorganizations, each correct SuDoc number is listed in a 
separate 086 $a. The 086 fields are recorded in the order of 
oldest number to the most current.



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?

4. Examples from Bibliographic Cataloging: 

Serials
• Keep the PURLs of current (live) serials connected to the live 

agency Web site

• But notify OAM to put the PURL on the scheduler

• When issues of a serial appear online in separate locations, then 

two PURLs are allowed, typically to provide access to “Current 

issue(s)” and “Archived issues”



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?

4. (cont’d) Examples from Bibliographic 

Cataloging: 856 Field (forthcoming)
• Serials: In most cases, PURLs point to the “live” Web page

• The ideal link is one where current and previous issues are 

available at the same location

• Catalogers may also provide additional PURL(s) for archived 

issues of a title when not available at the same location as the 

current issue(s)

• Additional PURLs may provide access to previous issues 

removed by the agency, issues of a ceased title, or issues that are 

not collocated by the agency in an intuitive way



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?

5. Examples from Bibliographic Cataloging: 

856 Field (forthcoming)

• PURLs are used in place of URLs in Catalog of U.S. Government 

Publications (CGP) records

• The use of PURLs rather than URLs allows GPO to repair broken 

links, so that others who use GPO records don’t need to do so

• GPO has been adding a “historic” URL to the catalog record 

(“historic” being the URL used to create the PURL)



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?



How does GPO’s use of the 

Guidelines impact FDLs?

5. (cont’d) Examples from Bibliographic 

Cataloging: 856 Field (forthcoming)
• Catalogers also provide the original URL (known as the “historic 

URL") used to create the PURL in an additional 856 field

• For older records, the historic URL may be found in a 530 or 538 

Mode of Access field note

• LSCM does not maintain/change/update or delete historic URLs 

in catalog records

• These historic URLs can help recover copies of the document on 

archival Web sites (such as Internet Archive, NARA, etc.), should 

the PURL become broken

https://archive.org/web/


What’s New?

New chapters have been added:

 Bibliographic Cataloging: Overview

 Bibliographic Cataloging: Microfiche

 Bibliographic Cataloging: Technical 

Reports

 Bibliographic Cataloging: Cartographic 

Materials



What’s New?

Many existing chapters have been updated:

 Bibliographic Cataloging: Serials

 Bibliographic Cataloging: 086 SuDoc

Number

 Name Authorities: RDA, Corporate Names

 Name Authorities: RDA, Personal Names

 Glossary – GPO usage of certain terms



New Format
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New Format
Back to Menu button



New Format

• Sidebar will include link to 

comprehensive PDF 

version

• Navigation menu includes 

dedicated “Search” of all 

chapter section titles

• Icons along left of the menu 

open and close chapters to 

reveal sections within
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New Format

• Animated icons spin 

downward when a 

section is opened, and 

spin to the right to 

indicate it’s closed

• Here you see the first 

major section, 

Bibliographic 

Cataloging, opened, 

with its 13 chapters
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New Format

• Icons along left of the 

menu open and close 

chapters to reveal 

sections within

• “Open” sections of the 

menu are highlighted

• Here you see the 

sections of the chapter, 

Bibliographic Cataloging:

086 SuDoc Number
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New Format

• Here you see the chapter 

on Bibliographic 

Cataloging: Technical 

Reports, showing the 

subsections of the 

section, Cataloging 

Instructions

• Clicking on the words will 

take you to the content, 

either chapter heads or 

subheads within chapters
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New Format
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Restyled chapters 

include boxes to 

highlight examples 

within the text



Next Steps -- Systems
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• Search function that would search the full text of 

all chapters of the CGs (and nothing more) 

together in a single search

• Improvements to navigation

– Direct access to chapter sections (currently a 

two-step process)

– Fix unintentional page re-positioning when 

mouse hovers over top horizontal drop down 

menu for the larger FDLP.gov site



Next Steps -- Enhancements
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• Hyperlinks – add new ones, refine existing ones

– Add links to other chapters

– Link terms to Glossary

– Refine links so they connect to specific 

locations within chapters, not just to the 

overall chapter

• Terminology – review/revise for consistent use of 

terms

• Style – conform to GPO Style Manual

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GPO-STYLEMANUAL-2016


Next Steps – New Content
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• Bibliographic Cataloging: General MARC Field 

Policies

• Bibliographic Cataloging: Monographs MARC 

Fields

• Bibliographic Cataloging: 856 Field

• Bibliographic Cataloging: Monographs Overview

• Bibliographic Cataloging: General Policies



Next Steps – Content Revisions
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• Bibliographic Cataloging: Integrating Resources

• Name Authorities: RDA, Places

• Name Authorities: RDA, Works & Expressions 

will be split into three revised & enhanced 

chapters:

– Series

– Treaties

– Works & Expressions (general + other types)



Thank you 
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Questions?

askGPO

www.gpo.gov/AskGPO

Category: Federal Depository Libraries

Subcategory: Cataloging

----Policies & Practices

Marty Bokow

mbokow@gpo.gov

http://www.gpo.gov/AskGPO
mailto:mbokow@gpo.gov

