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Typical Go-Bag

• Safety

• Communications

• Hygiene

• Medical supplies

• Navigation

• Tools

• Food, water 

What’s missing?



INFORMATION
Why do you need 

information?

• Preparedness

• Decision making

• Situational 

awareness

• Informed response

• Recovery 

What types of information 

do you need?

• Public health

• Maps

• Situation status

• Safety alerts

• News

• Decision tools

• Reference tools

• Social media



Today’s topics

• Overview of Disaster Information 

Management Research Center (DIMRC)

– Disaster health information

– Disaster health tools & apps 

– Disaster Information Specialist program 

• Library responses to disasters 

• Stay in touch and stay informed



Disaster Information Management 

Research Center

Our mission: 

Develop, organize, 

and make accessible 

health information resources 

and innovative tools 

for preparedness, response, 

and recovery related to disasters 

and public health emergencies

Our vision: The disaster medicine and public health emergency community 

and those who support them are connected to evidence-based, quality disaster 

health information and innovative informatics tools that foster a culture of 

community resiliency and enhance health security. 



Why Librarians and Libraries?

• Information is critical; librarians are information specialists

• Librarians are service-oriented, community-based resources

• Libraries are information hubs with computers and Internet



The Stafford Act 

• Libraries are “essential community services” eligible for 

federal assistance “for the provision of temporary 

facilities” 

• “Eligible public facilities include police, fire protection/ 

emergency services, medical care, education, libraries, 

utilities and other essential community services.”

Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288 as 

amended), http://fema.gov/about/stafact.shtm   

9523.3 Provision of Temporary Relocation Facilities, 

http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/9523_3.shtm 

http://fema.gov/about/stafact.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/9523_3.shtm


DISASTER HEALTH 

INFORMATION



What Disaster Topics Do We Cover?
Events that overwhelm, or threaten to overwhelm, the local capacity to respond.

All-hazards topics: 
• Children in disasters

• Mass gatherings

• Ethics & legal concerns

• Coping with disasters

Chemical, biological, 

radiation, nuclear and 

explosive causes of 

mass injuries and 

fatalities                

Health 

information 

resources for 

professionals

Natural disasters

Pandemic or epidemic 

infectious diseases; 

outbreaks following 

disasters



Information is Everywhere!
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https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/envirohealthlinkscriteria.html

https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/envirohealthlinkscriteria.html


Disaster Health Information 

• Peer-reviewed scholarly literature

• Journal articles

• Books

• Grey literature

• Reports

• Summaries

• Surveillance data

• Training materials

• Conference proceedings

14



Our Home Page: Your Information Toolkit

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov

http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/


Information Guides



What You Will Find on 

Information Guides



PubMed



MedlinePlus
• Consumer-oriented 

materials

• Carefully selected 

links

• 17+ topic pages



Content Syndication

Embed our content 

and keep up to date 

with no effort

https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/storefront/qa 



Finding NLM Syndicated Content



HHS Syndication Storefront

Syndication Storefront page: 

Hurricanes & Typhoons: 

Health Information Guide
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/storefront/sho

wContent/15779

About content syndication: 
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/storefront/qa

https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/storefront/showContent/15779
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/storefront/qa


Disaster Lit 
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/disaster-lit

• Grey literature

• Training

• Guidelines

• Proceedings

• Reports

• Enter search 

term or phrase

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/disaster-lit


Disaster Lit Search Features

• Search features:

– Boolean AND, 

OR, NOT

– Filters/facets 

• Content

– 15,000+ 

records



Some of the “Usual Suspects”
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DISASTER TOOLS & APPS



Hazmat/CBRNE Tools

• WISER: Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders 

https://wiser.nlm.nih.gov 

• System to assist first responders and first receivers in 

hazardous material incidents. 

• CHEMM: Chemical Hazards Emergency Medical Management  

https://chemm.nlm.nih.gov

• Guidance on planning, response and recovery related to 

chemical mass casualty incidents. 

• REMM: Radiation Emergency Medical Management 

https://www.remm.nlm.gov

• Guidance about clinical diagnosis and treatment of radiation 

injuries during radiological and nuclear emergencies. 

http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/
https://chemm.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.remm.nlm.gov/


WISER

https://wiser.nlm.nih.gov

• Data on 400+ chemicals, 
20+ radiologic agents, and 
CDC Category A biologic agents 

• Tools and reference materials

• Triage algorithms, ERG 2016, 
WMD Response Guidebook 

• Radiation procedure documents, 
Dose Estimator, Unit Converter,  
and more

http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/


CHEMM

https://chemm.nlm.nih.gov

• Tool for mass casualty

chemical events

• Scope:

• Training

• Planning

• Response during event

https://chemm.nlm.nih.gov/


REMM

https://www.remm.nlm.gov

• Radiation principles (e.g., 

exposure vs. 

contamination)

• Patient management 

algorithms

• Initial on-site activities

• Decontamination 

procedures

• Assess internal 

contamination

• Countermeasures

http://www.remm.nlm.gov/


Disaster Apps and 

Mobile-Optimized Web Pages



DISASTER INFORMATION 

SPECIALIST (DIS) PROGRAM



NLM Disaster Information

Specialist Program

*Support for librarians providing disaster 

information outreach to their communities.*

 Identify roles for librarians in all phases of disaster 

work: preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery.

 Encourage librarians to participate by building a 

community of practice and a culture of preparedness.



Disaster Information Specialist
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/training

• All courses are free

• All courses are available online

• Courses are designed for librarians and disaster health workforce

• Optional certificate from Medical Library Association (member $55, 

nonmember $75)  www.mlanet.org/education/dis 

• 15 CE for basic level (including 3 required courses); additional 12 CE for 

advanced level

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/training
http://www.mlanet.org/education/dis


Webinars
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/webinars

Save the date:

Thursday, September 20, 1:30pm ET

Planning for Disaster: Partnerships 

Ensure Continuity of Operations

Slides and recording available online 

one week after webinar

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/webinars


LIBRARIANS RESPOND TO 

DISASTERS



Bibliography: Librarians & Disasters
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/bibliography

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/bibliography


Opioid Crisis



STAY CONNECTED, 

STAY INFORMED



Stay Connected and Informed

• Website: https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/

• Twitter: @NLM_DIMRC

• Discussion list, email updates: 

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/stay-connected

• Monthly webinars open to all: 

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/webinars

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/
https://twitter.com/NLM_DIMRC
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/stay-connected
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/webinars


Regional Medical Libraries

http://nnlm.gov/

•  Region 1: Delaware, New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania

• Region 2: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 

Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, 

District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin 

Islands

•   Region 3: Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 

Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, 

South Dakota, Wisconsin

•   Region 4: Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, 

Nebraska, Utah, Wyoming

•   Region 5: Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, Texas

•   Region 6: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 

Washington

•   Region 7: Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada 

and the U.S. Territories in the Pacific Basin

•   Region 8: Connecticut, Massachusetts, 

Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 

Vermont

http://nnlm.gov/
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