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Ways to Increase Accessibility 

of Federal Depository Library Collections

Government Information 
for Everyone
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“Knowledge will forever 
govern ignorance: And a 
people who mean to be 
their own Governors, must 
arm themselves with the 
power which knowledge 
gives.”

-James Madison



Blue Mailers. Library of Congress. CCO 1.0

Parallels



Symbol of the Continental Congress. Library of Congress. 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/uscapitol/images/three.jpg

“The people have a 
right to know what 
their agents are doing 
or have done, and it 
should not be in the 
option of the legislature 
to conceal their 
proceedings.” 

-James Wilson of 
Pennsylvania



GPO Façade. Source: http://bit.ly/GPOMediaKit

Government Printing Office
established 1861

U.S. Constitution
Article 1, Section 5



Source: A Visit to the Government Printing 
Office, 1956

Distribute government information in a variety of formats

History of Access



Federal Depository Libraries, 2018. Source: https://arcg.is/1rS480

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__arcg.is_1rS480&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=flMNgKbcLn5XKmgJFv9pWjsRSiHvYmUiiStfx86S5X0&m=rtt89CDvXdbvdkrG9v1QTdRGWZG9fWOnCvEorS_LwwQ&s=FGGvDMcet-po1SJai2t1h_MRe_lnYzTuLvjNrwRolRs&e=


•1994
•GPO Access Act

•2010
•ASERL Centers of Excellence

•2018
•HR 5305 - FDLP Modernization Act

Recent Progress



1830s

• Early State 
Institutions

• Boston

• New York

• Philadelphia

1900s

• Libraries 
with Tactile 
Print

• Detroit

• DC

• Cincinnati

1930s

• Library of 
Congress 
National 
Library Service 
for the Blind & 
Physically 
Handicapped

History of Access for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired



Library of Congress. Posters: WPA Posters. 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98517175/

• Tactile print – braille

• Large Print

• Talking books 

• Magnifiers

• Screen readers

Overcoming Barriers with 
Technology 



Government Information in Print 



Reference in the Analog Era

• Specialized indexes

• Monthly Catalog

• Shelflist

• Pulling from closed 

stacks



Shelflist card indicating shared housing 1984 braille document at UF

Identifying braille items



Municipal Reference Library, circa 1991. Chicago Public Library, Special 
Collections and Preservation Division, CPL Archives.

Government Information in the 
Print Era



From Print to Electronic

Electronic versions 

–Not physically inaccessible 

–Not organized by  SuDocs classification

–Keyword searching in full text 



Congressional Record downloaded to a tablet. 
http://bit.ly/GPOMediaKit
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Awareness



Screenshot of CGP in the web accessibility evaluation tool indicating areas that are barriers. 



Screenshot of a document in the Hathitrust. 



• Status Quo: accessible in 
general

–Mobility issues within 
building

–Access aids in disrepair

–New technology 
adoption

Observation



Library of Congress. Posters: WPA Posters. 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/92500870/

Library of Congress. Posters: WPA Posters. 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98514515/

Programming



Accessible Slides

• Limit words per line

• Large sans serif fonts 

• High contrast graphics and color 

combinations 

• Built in accessibility checkers



• Use a microphone

• Say everything on the slide out loud

• Prepare ahead of time

Inclusive Presentations



Image courtesy of the Earth Science and Remote Sensing Unit, NASA Johnson Space 
Center, NASA Photo ID: ISS041-E-74232. 

Partnerships and Outreach



• Government Agencies 

• Florida Bureau of Blind Services

• Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities

• Institutional Support

• Disability Resource Center

• Nonprofit Organizations



• Public Libraries

– Braille resources – Depository copies

– Bulk items – maps, etc. in large print or braille



Florida Snapping Turtle. Source: NASA Image and Video Library, KSC-07PD-3037

Moving Forward
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