
Regulations! Regulations! Read All About It!
Insights Into the Regulatory Process

August 4, 2020

Kenya Flash, Librarian for Political Science, Global Affairs, 

and Government Information 

Yale University, kenya.flash@yale.edu

Jennifer Castle, Assistant Professor, Reference and 

Government Documents Librarian

Tennessee State University, jcastle@tnstate.edu

mailto:kenya.flash@yale.edu
http://jcastle@tnstate.edu


Learning Outcomes

❖ Define pertinent statuses, terms, and ideas within 

regulatory processes 

❖ Describe the steps of the regulatory process

❖ Select appropriate sources for locating plans for 

regulations, and how to analyze regulations



Key Concepts and Ideas
❖ Regulation

❖ Rule

❖ Unified Agenda

❖ Federal Register

❖ Federal Register document



Key Concepts and Ideas

❖ OIRA

❖ Code of Federal Regulations

❖ Regulations.gov

❖ RegMap



Key Concepts and Ideas

❖ Administrative Procedure Act of 1942

❖ EO 12866

❖ EO 13566



RegMap and Informal Rulemaking

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/reginfo/Regmap/REG_MAP_2020.pdf

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/reginfo/Regmap/REG_MAP_2020.pdf


Informal Description of Rulemaking

Step 1- Consider initiating event

Step 2- Determine the need for public notice

Step 3- Develop a Proposed Rule

Step 4- Send to Office of Management and Budget (OMB and potentially other 
agencies) for review

Step 5- Publish the Notice of Public Rulemaking



Informal Description of Rulemaking

Step 6- Analyze public comments

Step 7- Develop a final rule. 

Step 8- Send Final Rule to OMB for review.

Step 9- Publish final rule. 



Web Resources

● Unified Agenda

● Regulations.gov

● Federal Register

● Electronic Code of Federal Regulations
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Code of Federal Regulations
(primarily E-CFR)
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