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What We Will Discuss

• Brief overview of Federal Register and Code of Federal Regulations

• Genesis and purpose of Beta eCFR website

• Demonstration the Beta eCFR website – ecfr.federalregister.gov

• Other online resources
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Brief Overview of
Federal Register

&
Code of Federal Regulations



Office of the Federal Register

• Part of the National Archives and Records Administration

• Created in 1935

• Federal Register was OFR’s first publication in 1936

• Code of Federal Regulations came soon after

• More publications added over time

• Additional duties
• Electoral College

• Constitutional amendments
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Federal Register & CFR

• Federal Register is the official 
gazette of the United States 
Government which contains rules, 
proposed rules, notices, and 
presidential documents

• CFR is the codification of rules 
published in the Federal Register
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The Regulatory Process
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FederalRegister.gov

• Federal Register website

• Updated each business day

• Current issue / past issues

• Public Inspection

• Presidential document pages

• Search tools

• MyFR Accounts

7



govinfo.gov

• Provides free access to official 
publications from all three 
branches of government

• All OFR publications are 
available in PDF format on 
govinfo.gov including:
• Federal Register

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/fr

• Code of Federal Regulations
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/cfr
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eCFR.gov

• Difference between CFR and 
eCFR

• Updated each business day

• Search engine

• Simple versioning
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Genesis and Purpose of
Beta eCFR Website



Reasons for eCFR Upgrade

• Current eCFR website designed around 2000 based on SGML

• Make eCFR website more accessible to users

• Follow approach of FederalRegister.gov website from 10 years ago 

• Use XML – GPO posts a daily eCFR package in XML
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Branding and Appearance

• Use similar branding and page layout on FR and eCFR

• Show both websites are from the same organization

• Demonstrate the connections between the publications
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Better Way to Display Material

• Present the CFR as a collection of titles and not as a collection of 
volumes

• Show the CFR as a complete whole

• Create ability to skip browsing and jump to a specific chapter or section
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Improve Search Capability

• Use new search technologies

• Make it easier to find content

• Provide easy access to other finding aids so that users don’t have to 
juggle multiple publications 
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Link References

• Link internal references between sections of the CFR

• Link to external content such as:
• FederalRegister.gov

• United States Code on govinfo.gov

• Public Laws on govinfo.gov

• Other publications where possible 

15



Versioning and Compare Features

• Make clear what amendments have occurred in the CFR

• Improve the ability to see CFR material at a specific point in time

• Create a compare feature to show changes between two points in time
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My eCFR Account & Subscriptions

• “Subscribe” to a search result that is limited to your specific keywords 
and a portion of the eCFR then receive an email whenever a change to 
that search result is detected

• Ability to create an individual account (similar to My FR Account) to 
manage multiple search result subscriptions

• Can watch a specific area of the code to receive notification when 
amended

17



Beta Testing

• August 2020

• Announcements of Beta eCFR website placed on FederalRegister.gov 
and ecfr.gov

• Beta website will run parallel with current eCFR website for a number of 
months

• Review feedback from users and evaluate suggestions for improvement

• Make changes to the Beta website as needed

• Eventually Beta website will take the place and URL of ecfr.gov
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Demonstration of the
Beta eCFR Website

ecfr.federalregister.gov



Other Online Resources



OFR Online Resources

• The Office of the Federal Register 
produces a number of other 
publications which are free online

• The OFR provides other online 
resources such as information on the 
Electoral College
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Federal Register Index

• Federal Register Index is a 
consolidation of the table of 
contents of documents 
published in the Federal 
Register

• It provides Federal Register 
page numbers

• Cumulative by year

www.federalregister.gov/index/2020

www.govinfo.gov
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CFR Index and Finding Aids

• A subject/agency index for rules currently codified 
in the CFR

• A list of agency-prepared indexes appearing in CFR 
volumes

• A table of laws and Presidential documents cited as 
authority for regulations codified in the CFR

• A list of CFR titles, chapters, subchapters, and parts

• An alphabetical list of agencies appearing in the 
CFR

• Available online back to 2017

www.govinfo.gov
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List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA)

• Directs users to changes to the 
Code of Federal Regulations 
published in the Federal Register

• Published monthly in cumulative 
form

• Available online back to 1997

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/lsa
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United States Government Manual

• As the official handbook of the 
Federal Government which 
provides information on the 
agencies of the legislative, 
judicial, and executive branches

usgovernmentmanual.gov

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/G
OVMAN
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Privacy Act Compilation

• Privacy Act of 1974

• OFR publishes a compilation of the 
descriptions of systems of records 
maintained on individuals by 
Federal Agencies

• Published once every two years

• In between, the OFR provides 
access to “interim” files as they are 
made available

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/PAI
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Compilation of Presidential Documents

• Papers, speeches, and remarks given 
by the President

• Daily
January 20, 2009 to present

• Weekly
1965 to January 20, 2009

Back to 1992 available online

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/CPD
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Public Papers of the Presidents

• Papers, speeches, and remarks 
given by the President during a six-
month period of the administration

• Photos and indices added

• Available back to Hoover 
administration (FDR not included)

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/PPP
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Slip Laws

• Public and Private Laws
Available online back to 1995

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/PLAW

• PENS
Public Law Electronic Notification Service

www.archives.gov/federal-
register/laws/updates.html
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US Statutes at Large

• Permanent collection of all laws 
and resolutions enacted during 
each session of Congress

• Available online back to 1951

www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/S
TATUTE
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Electoral College Website

• On behalf of the Archivist of the 
United States, the OFR coordinates 
certain functions of the Electoral 
College between the States and 
Congress

www.archives.gov/electoral-college
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Questions
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