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Objectives

= Review historical background

= Provide overview of the Commission
= Discuss campaign finance laws

= Highlight FEC resources

= Answer your questions
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Federal Election Commission

The Federal Election Commission (FEC) is the
independent regulatory agency charged with
administering and enforcing the federal campaign
finance laws. The FEC has jurisdiction over the
financing of campaigns for the U.S. House, Senate,

and Presidency.

FECConnect FDLP Webinar
2019-20 Election Cycle Slide 4



Federal Election Commission

Our mission is to protect the integrity of the federal
campaign process by providing transparency,
enforcing contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the Federal Election Campaign Act

and related statutes.
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Historical Background

= 1867 Naval Appropriations Bill

A
= 1907 Tillman Act m
= 1925 Federal Corrupt Practices Act M
= 1939 Hatch Act
= 1947 Taft Hartley Act m
« TN
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Historical Background

= Limit contribution amounts

= Restrict sources Federal Campaign

Finance Laws

= Control campaign spending

= Require public disclosure

These laws were largely ignored
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Historical Background

= Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) - 1971

= Imposed full reporting requirements
= Limited spending on advertising
= Allowed separate segregated funds

= Revenue Act of 1971

= Public funding of Presidential elections
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Historical Background

= Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) - 1974

= Federal Election Commission
o Enforce campaign finance laws
o Write campaign finance regulations

o Monitor compliance with FECA
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The Commission

= Six Commissioners

= Presidential Appointees
= Six year terms
= No more than three from same party

= Public Meetings

= Executive Sessions
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The Commission

Current

James E. "Trey” Trainor III

Chair

Republican

Democrat

Vacant seat

Steven T. Walther
Vice Chair

Independent

Vacant seat

Vacant seat




The Commission

1975:
124 employees
Budget: $6.25 M
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The Commission

2020:
330 employees
Budget: S70 M

Current FEC headquarters at 1050 First Street, NE
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U.S. Elections

.
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U.S. Elections
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U.S. Elections
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U.S. Elections

Money in Politics

= $8.6 billion spent on 2016 election
= $8.8 billion spent on 2018 election
= $9.5 billion spent on 2020 election

through June
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U.S. Elections

2019/2020 American Spending on:

< Waffle Day
% Halloween (2019)
& Elections (through June 2020)

@ Super Bowl

@ Valentines Day

(billions of dollars)
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FEC Mission

To protect the integrity of the federal campaign
process by providing transparency, enforcing
contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the FECA and related statutes

Administering public funding

O
= Facilitating disclosure
= Clarifying the law

O

Enforcing the law
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Elements of the Current Law

= Contribution limits
= Prohibited sources
= Presidential public funding

= Public disclosure
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Contribution Limits

Contribution limits for 2019-2020 federal elections

Farty committes: Part Additional
Candidate PACT (S5F and ¥ L ) ¥ . hational party
R state/district committes: .
commities nonconnected) . commities
.................................................. flocal nallonal
accounts}
Individual $2,8Q0 per $5.000 per year $10,00Q per year $35,500% per F106,500" per
election ':E_g__rj_’_'!p_!__r_'!_?_q_) year account, per year
Candidate committee $2'0[:.]D per %5000 per year Unlimited Unlimited
election transfers transfers
PAC: multicandidate $5,DQO per $5.000 per year $5,00Q per year $15,000 per $45,000 per
election f.’.%.l.’-.’.m.?.!.n.?ﬁ_) year ACCOoUNt, per year
PAC: _ _ $2,8QO per $5.000 per year $10,00Q per year $35,500% per  $106,500% per
nonmulticandidate election {combined) year account, per year
Party committee: gli'gggnper $5,000 per year Unlimited Unlimited
state/district/local s fcombined) transfers transfers
(CDmblﬂEd:‘ ...................................
PEII'.T._'f committes: $5.0Q0 per $5.000 per year Unlimited Unlimited
national gelection™ transfers transfers
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Prohibitions

= Prohibited from contributing to campaigns

Corporations

Labor organizations

Federal government contractors
Foreign nationals

Contributions in the name of another
Cash over $100

FDLP Webinar
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FEC Mission

To protect the integrity of the federal campaign
process by providing transparency, enforcing
contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the FECA and related statutes

= Administering public funding

[=]

=]

[=]
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Administering Public Funding

= Public grant to general election nominees

= Major party nominees eligible for full grant:

= 2016 Grant: $96.14 million
= 2020 Grant: $103.7 million

= Minor party nominees eligible for partial grant
based on performance in previous election

= Other nominees eligible for some post-election
funding if they receive >5% of vote
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Administering Public Funding

OME No. 1545-0074

E 1 040 Department of the Treasury — Internal Revenue Sarvice (99)
& U.S. Individual Income Tax Return 2@' 1 9

IRS Usa Only— Do not write or staple in this space.

Filing Status | single _ | Married filing jointly || Marmied filing separately (MFS) | | Head of household (HOH) || Qualitying widowier) (QW)
Che':l;k only If you checked the MFS box, enter the name of spouse. If you checked the HOH or QW box, enter the child’s name if the qualifying person is
one box.
a child but not your dependent.
Your first name and middle initial Last name | Your social security number
If joint retum, spouse’s first name an se's social security number

Home address (number and street). If Frisldmlhﬂl EIH‘[:tH]“ ﬂﬂm pﬂm“ idential Election Campaign
here if you, or your spowse if fili
want $3 to go to this fund.

City, town or post office, state, and Z I:_I'Iﬂ:*; I‘Iﬂ'e if !|Ill:|u| I:H' l!|||:‘.|r Epl:luse if 'I-Iling ing = box below will not change you

d. | | You | | Spouse

Foregn county name jointly, want $3 to go to this fund. Checking oo 7
Standard _ Someons can ol | & D0X DB Ow Will nOt change your tax or

Deduction Spouse itermi I_E_ll_u |"||:|
Age/Blindness you- Were bo ’ | hf l:l-l..l | EFH:H.IE E bli/ud/

Dependents (see instructions): for (se= instructions):
(1) First name Credit for other dependents

1 Wages, salaries, tips, etc. Attach Formi{s)w-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . o o o . . 1
1 1 I
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FEC Mission

To protect the integrity of the federal campaign
process by providing transparency, enforcing
contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the FECA and related statutes

[=]

= Facilitating disclosure
O

[=]
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Facilitating Disclosure

= Public access to disclosure reports

= Reports publicly available < 48 hours of agency’s receipt

= Electronically-filed reports are available online almost
immediately

= Electronically registered committees are visible online
the next day

= FEC web site (www.fec.gov)

= FEC Public Records Office

= Reports reviewed for accuracy and compliance with law
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Facilitating Disclosure - FEC.gov

Home | FEC
< C @& fecgov

EE An official website of the United States government Here's ©

Federal Election Commission

Calendar J Glossary
UNITED STATES —of- AMERICA

(or) 1okt Bl eV EERA A Help for candidates and committees ¥ Legal resources ¥ About ¥

All data » Loans and debts » Committees » . Find elections. Search by state or ZIP code

Raising » Filings and reports » Bulk data »

Spending » Candidates » Historical statistics » ‘ Look up contributions from specific individuals

More about the FEC

| @ FEC resumes Phase 1: resumes limited mail processing; offices remain closed to visitors  Get the latest information on FEC operations »

| @ A« this time, enforcement complaints may be filed directly through the EnfComplaint@fec.gov mailbox:  Learn how to file a complaint »

Feedback
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Facilitating Disclosure - FEC.gov

)y Browse Candidates for president X

] @ fec.gov/data/candidates/president/?election_year=2020&cycle=20208election_full=true

EE An official website of the United States government Her

Federal Election Commission
UNITED STATES —of—- AMERICA

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥  Legal resources ¥

Home > Campaignfinancedata > Browsedata > Candidates for president

e Edit filters

CANDIDATE NAME OR ID

ELECTION YEAR
2020

TIME PERIOD

All years: 2017-2020

2017-2018

2019-2020

Candidates for president

Viewing [RE=IER filtered results for:

2020 election: 2017-2020

About ¥

Calendar

[ Glossary

Candidate information

Candidate financials

0 Newly filed summary data
may not appear for up to 48

Name

Party

Receipts

v

Disbursements

BLOOMBERG, MICHAEL R,

TRUMP, DONALD J.

STEYER, TOM

BIDEN, JOSEPH R JR

SANDERS, BERNARD

WARREN, ELIZABETH

KLOBUCHAR, AMY J.

BEHRMAN, DAN TAXATION IS THEFT

DEMQCRATIC PARTY

REPUBLICAN PARTY

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

DEMQCRATIC PARTY

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

LIBERTARIAN PARTY

$1,116,343,571.94

$414,742,971.13

$352,055,300.29

$328,413,079.01

$218,368,843.76

$130,323,300.87

$54,094,204.00

$50,043,888.10

$1,116,199,624.96

$301,803,754.54

$351,985,284.41

$229,611,198.77

$217,430,148.06

$129,489,986.89

$53,813,978.39

Feedback
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Facilitating Disclosure - FEC.gov

Campaign finance data Help for didates and committees Legal resources About

Home > Campaign finance data > Committee profiles > DONALD J. TRUMP FOR PRES...

DONALD J. TRUMP FOR PRESIDENT, INC.

ACTIVE | PRESIDENTIAL | ID: CO0580100 |

FINANCIAL SUMMARY Financial summary
Total raised
Total spent TWO-YEAR PERIOD

Cash summary 2019-2020

ABQUT THIS COMMITTEE

RAISING Total raised 5 Browse receipts

SPENDING
Coverage dates: 01/01/2019 to 08/31/2020

FILINGS

TOTAL RECEIPTS @ $408,945,024.23

& TRUMP, DONALD J.
ng candidate

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $205,405,468.25
Total individual contributions $204,716,090.30
Itemized individual contributions $116,203,201.00
Unitemized individual contributions $88,512,889.00
Party committee contributions $0.00
Other committee contributions $689,377.95
Presidential public funds $0.00

Candidate contributions $0.00
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Facilitating Disclosure - FEC.gov

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥ Legal resources ¥ About ¥

Home > Campaig] ancedata > Committee profiles > BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT

BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT

ACTIVE | PRESIDENTIAL | ID: C00703975 |

| FINANGIAL SUMMARY Financial summary

Total raised
Total spent TWO-YEAR PERIOD

Cash summary 2019-2020

ABOUT THIS COMMITTEE

RAISING Total spent 5 Browse disbursements

SPENDING
Coverage dates: 04/01/2019 to 08/31/2020

FILINGS

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $359,968,142.06

e BIDEN, JOSEPH R JR

OPERATING EXPENDITURES © $352,694,197.87
34 Authorizing candidate

TRANSFERS TO OTHER AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES $000
FUNDRAISING $0.00
EXEMPT LEGAL AND ACCOUNTING $0.00
TOTAL LOAN REPAYMENTS MADE $0.00
Candidate loan repayments $0.00
Other loan repayments $0.00

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION REFUNDS $7,273,888.19
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FEC Mission

To protect the integrity of the federal campaign
process by providing transparency, enforcing
contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the FECA and related statutes

=]
[=]

= Clarifying the law

[=]
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Clarifying the Law

= Regulations

= Advisory Opinions
= Legal guidance in response to written inquiry

= Educational Outreach
= Publications
= Conferences and webinars
= Toll-free telephone information
= Online help and public email
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Clarifying the Law — Reg’s & AOs

) Home | FEC
< C & fecgov
EE= An official website of the United States government Here's how

Federal Election Commission

Calendar 0 Glossary
UNITED STATES —0f- AMERICA

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥ Legal resources v LI
e ——

Advisory opinions » Regulations »

Enforcement » Court cases » Search guidance documents

All legal resources » Legislation » . Search across all legal resources

Statutes » Policy and other guidance »

More about

| @ rEC resumes Phase 1: resumes limited mail processing: offices remain closed to visitors et the latest information on FEC operations »

| @ A this time, enforcement complaints may be filed direetly through the EnfComplaint@fec.gov mailbox:  Learn how to file a complaint »

Feedback
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Clarifying the Law — Reg’s & AOs

fid Regulations

c @ fec.gov/legal-resources/regulations/

An official website of the United States government H w you know v

Federal Election Commission Calendar | [0 Glossary
UNITED STATES —of- AMERICA

Campaign finance data v

Home > Legal resources > Regulations

Help for candidates and committees ¥  Legal resources ¥  About ¥

Regulations

As part of its role administering campaign finance law, the Commission issues
regulations, which are published every vear in Title 11 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR).

This archive contains 11 CFR and other public materials related to regulations.

11 CFR

SEARCH RULEMAKINGS Changes to be included in the 2021 printed edition OTHER FORMATS

EXPLANATIONS AND « Civil Monetary Penalties Annual Inflation Adjustments, 85
JUSTIFICATIONS (E&.JS) Fed. Reg. 47891 (August 7, 2020) 11 CFR (PDF)

PUBLIC HEARINGS Search regulation: 11 CFR (XML)

Feedback
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Clarifying the Law — Reg’s & AOs

# Advisory opinions | FEC X+
C @& fec.gov/data/legal/advisory-opinions/
An official website of the United States government Here

Federal Election Commission
UNITED STATES —oaf- AMERICA

Calendar

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥  Legal resources ¥  About ¥

Home » Legal resources » Advisory opinions

Advisory opinions

I Glossary

Advisory opinions are official Commission responses to questions about how federal campaign
finance law applies to specific, factual situations.

This archive contains advisory opinions from 1975 to the present. It also contains documents related to advisory

opinions — such as requests, drafts and public comments — from 1990 to the present.

isory opinion process b

Search advisory opinions Advanced search B

FIND BY AO NUMBER SEARCH BY KEYWORD

Q

Lvamnia- 20N2-2Q Examples: charity, "spending prohibitions"

Feedback
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Clarifying the Law - Legal Resources

Advisory Opinions

Federal Election Commi

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥

Regulations

Legal resources

Explore relevant statutes, regulations, Commission actions and court cases. Making these

Enforcement actions

Legal news
Search across all legal resources

Statutes "

Court enters consent judgment between FEC and Jeremy Johnson

(2:15-¢cv-00439-DB)

Advanced searches: Pending advisory opinion requests as of August 31, 2020

L [ ]
Advisory opinions Regulations
I I Closed Matters Under Statutes The Patriots Foundation v. FEC alleges failure to act on administrative

Review complaint (20-2229)

Browse legal resources

Court cases
Audits

M M M M & = & [

Policy and other guidance
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Clarifying the Law - Publications

Congressional
Candidates and
Committees

June 2014
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Congressional Candidates and
Committees

Political Party Committees
Nonconnected Committees

Corporations and Labor
Organizations

FDLP Webinar
Slide 38




Clarifying the Law — Publications

Federal Election Commission

Calendar 0 Glossary
UNITED STATES —of— AMERICA

Campaign finance data ¥ Help for candidates and committees ¥ Legal resources ¥ About ¥

Help for candidates and committees

Learn more about how individuals and groups can be active in federal elections and the

requirements that a o them.

mmittees

Feedback
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Clarifying the Law — Citizens Guide

@ understanding ways to support fed: X +
<« C @ fec.gov/introduction-campaign-finance/understanding-ways-support-federal-candidates/

BE An official website of the United States government Here's how you know v

Federal Election Commission
UNITED STATES —=of= AMERICA

Calendar

Campaign finance data v Help for candidates and committees ¥ Legal resources ¥ About ¥

Home > Introduction to campaign Understanding ways to sup..

Understanding ways to support federal candidates

0 Glossary

Many activities that support or oppose candidates for federal office are subject READ NEXT

to the federal campaign finance law. This page provides information on the law

for citizens who want to support or oppose federal candidates. Intreduction to campaign

finance and elections

£EGH Citizens Guide 2019 20 3 How to research public
4 :

records

A Citizens Guide Election and voting

information

to Supportir.”
Federal Candidates

Election Day information

Feedback
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Clarifying the Law — Videos

@ FECTube: FECConnect OnDemand - X =+

< C @ youtube.com/user/FECTube/videos * 6
3 YouTube

" Federal Election Comm|55|on

» Washington, DC

FECTube: FECConnect OnDemand

1.45K subsc

ribers

VIDEOS PLAYLISTS COMMUNITY CHANNELS

Uploads ~ PLAY ALL

. /% GENERIC Rt T [
| S |/ PAC 7 = LN
$7,500  Airdate AN L‘_._‘
[T — Ballot
John Doe 224
Access \‘ Sl e Q?N S mﬁ'\o Open Meeting ofJuly 11, 2019
E3 13:3

Open Meeting of June 18, Multistate Independent Ballot Access Open Meeting of August 22, Open Meeting of July 25, Open Meeting of July 11,
2020 Expenditures 2019 2019

SORT BY

461 views + 1 year ago
255 views * 1 year ago 170 views *

cc
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FEC Mission

To protect the integrity of the federal campaign
process by providing transparency, enforcing
contribution restrictions, and fairly
administering the FECA and related statutes

0
]
]
= Enforcing the law
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Enforcing the Law

The FEC has exclusive jurisdiction over the
civil enforcement of the federal campaign
finance law.

Administrative Fine Program

Alternative Dispute Resolution

Audits

Monetary penalties

Matters Under Review (MURs)

M [ = =
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FEC Website Demonstration

https://www.fec.gov
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https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/

Any Questions?
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