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Introduction

Law Library of Congress

Established by Congress in 1832. The 

world’s largest law library with over 2.65 

million volumes of primary and secondary 

sources from nearly every jurisdiction in the 

world.
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Introduction

Barbara Bavis – Legal Research Institute

Elina Lee – Foreign Legal Gazettes

 James Sweany – Law Library Legal 

Reports



Law Library of Congress

Legal Research Institute
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Educational Programs Background

 For many years, the Law 

Library of Congress 

focused on offering long, 

in-person public classes

 Recently, though, we 

have been focused on 

updating our educational 

offerings in three areas:

 Online vs. In-Person

 Duration of Classes

 Expanding Class Topics
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Overview of Law Library 

Educational Programs - 2020

 In-Person

 Orientation to Legal Research Series

 Orientation to Law Library Collections

 Saturday Collections Orientation

 Online

 Orientation to Legal Research Webinar 

Series

 Orientation to Law Library Collections 

Webinar Series

 Foreign and Comparative Law Webinar 

Series

 Congress.gov Webinars
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Legal Research Institute
https://www.loc.gov/law/learning/index.php

 We, then, wanted to have our web presence reflect 

the changes we made to our instructional 

opportunities to make them more helpful and 

appealing

 Important features:

 Clearly define in-person and online offerings

 Highlight U.S. vs. Foreign, Comparative, and 

International Law offerings

 Offer a jumping-off point for further research

 Provide recordings of more evergreen presentations
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Legal Research Institute Homepage

 The homepage is 

divided into four 

sections: 

 U.S. Law Webinars; 

 Foreign, Comparative, 

and International Law 

Webinars; 

 Onsite Classes; and 

 Online Resources 
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U.S. Law Webinars Page

 This page includes:

 Summaries of each 

offering; 

 A list of dates for each 

class; and

 Links to the Eventbrite 

registration pages for 

each class

 Any special events that 

center around U.S. law 

will be added here
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Foreign, Comparative, and International 

Law Webinars

 Set up similarly to the 

U.S. Law Webinars page

 Focuses on online 

presentations given by 

our foreign law experts
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Onsite Classes Page

 Also set up similarly to the 

U.S. Law Webinars page, 

but includes information 

about how to get a Library 

of Congress Reader 

Registration Card

 Information about onsite 

classes will be updated 

here, once Library 

buildings are re-opened to 

the public
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Online Learning Page

 After attending one of our 
classes, augment your learning 
with our online legal research 
resources, including:

 Legal Research Guides: Law 
Library - https://guides.loc.gov/law-
library

 Digitized Legal Collections -
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/ 
digitized-books/digital.php

 Comprehensive Index of Legal 
Reports -
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/legal-
reports.php

 And more!

https://guides.loc.gov/law-library
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/digitized-books/digital.php
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/legal-reports.php
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Archived Webinars Page

 Access our Archived 

Webinars page by 

clicking the “Webinar 

Recordings” link at the 

top of each of any Legal 

Research Institute page

 We are adding 

recordings as we 

process them and add 

closed captioning



Law Library of Congress

Foreign Legal Gazettes
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Foreign Legal Gazettes
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Foreign Legal Gazettes database GOALS

 Consolidate all gazette related work into a single 

database

 Enable real time view of most recent updates

 View statistics on process workflows, individual 

jurisdictions, and overall collection

 Search and update feature ensuring a single entry for 

each record identified by a unique LCCN

 Display snapshots of the gazette collection through 

graphics for reporting ease

 Create a public interface of the Law Library’s gazette 

collection for staff and researchers worldwide
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Migration 

 Individual Excel spreadsheets dispersed 

across units tracking gazette work

 Inventory

 Available formats

 Digitization

 Missing titles

 Copyright

 Strong Search Function
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Staff modes & public interface

 Legal Gazettes Database – MS Access (STAFF 

ONLY)

 Statistics – Tableau (STAFF ONLY)

 Public Interface - ArcGIS
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Software development cycle

Source: https://medium.com/@jilvanpinheiro/software-development-life-cycle-sdlc-phases-40d46afbe384

https://medium.com/@jilvanpinheiro/software-development-life-cycle-sdlc-phases-40d46afbe384
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Consolidation process

• Clean data

• Imported all data into 
the database. 
(SQL server)
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STAFF MODE – MS ACCESS
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Legal Gazettes Data Overview Page



23

Search and Update – MS ACCESS

 Search:

• Jurisdiction
• national

• subnational

• historical

• Title

• LCCN

 View:

• coverage

• format

• Process 
status
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Legal Gazettes Search
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Comparison Page – MS ACCESS
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Administration Statistic – real time
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Report
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Graphical statistics - Tableau
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Internal interface - ARCGIS

Mobile Version      Desktop Version                   
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Internal interface - ARCGIS

Search Facets:

• National and 
Subnational 

Jurisdiction
• Title

• Format
• Ability to select 

multiple jurisdictions 
to view holdings

Interactive map:
• Zoom in on a region
• Click on specific 

jurisdiction

Synchronized 
results:
• Faceted 

searching 
or clicking 
on the map 
yields 
filtered 
results

• Link to  
catalog to 
view 
specific 
holdings

• Detailed 
content 
description
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Internal interface - ARCGIS
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# Insert new columns for special sorting algorithm

df.insert(2, "NHRM", "", allow_duplicates=True)

df.insert(3,"YNUM", "", allow_duplicates=True) 

# Classify the jurisdiction in NHRM column

m1 = df.HISTORICAL_JURISDICTION.notnull()

m2 = df.SUBNATIONAL_JURISDICTION.notnull()

m3 = df.MUNICIPAL_JURISDICTION.notnull()

df['NHRM'] = np.select([m3, m2, m1], ['D','C', 'B'], default='A') 

# Extract Years number and convert years as an index

df['YNUM'] = df['YEARS'].str[:5]

df['YNUM'] = df['YNUM'].str.extract('(\d+)')

df['YNUM'] = df['YNUM'].replace(np.nan, -1000, regex=True)

df['YNUM'] = df['YNUM'].astype(int)

df['YNUM'] = 2100-df['YNUM']

df['YNUM'] = np.where(df['NHRM'] != 'B', 0, df['YNUM'])

PYTHON CODE- ARCGIS



33

PUBLIC interface - ARCGIS

Mobile Version                                                                      Desktop Version                   
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CATALOG – DETAILED HOLDINGS
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Law.gov

https://www.loc.gov/law/find/gazettes-online - Copy.php
https://www.loc.gov/law/find/gazettes-online - Copy.php
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Law.gov Gazettes collection: 
https://www.loc.gov/law/find/gazettes-online%20-%20Copy.php

ArcGIS applications:
1) Public-Dashboard: 
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/72089675f5e845f99d8e6c12e892b96a?p1=Co
mplete
2) Public-Mobile: 
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3077540ba0324874835901714537848a

DRD Law Library of Congress Tableau public: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/drd.law.library.of.congress#!/vizhome/LegalGazetts_15973204440040/Stats2

Link

https://www.loc.gov/law/find/gazettes-online - Copy.php
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/72089675f5e845f99d8e6c12e892b96a?p1=Complete
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3077540ba0324874835901714537848a
https://public.tableau.com/profile/drd.law.library.of.congress#!/vizhome/LegalGazetts_15973204440040/Stats2


Law Library of Congress

Legal Reports
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• Current Research on FCIL Topics

“Current Legal Topics” and 

“Comprehensive Index of Legal 
Reports” on law.gov

• 2004 - Present

Reports published monthly on 
law.gov

• Collaboration with GPO

Full bibliographic records created by 
GPO. Reports also discoverable in 

CGP.
Virtual Civil Trials. Washington, D.C.: Law Library of 

Congress, 2020. https://www.loc.gov/law/help/ 

virtual-civil-trials/virtual-civil-trials.pdf

Current Legal Reports
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• Historical Research on FCIL 

Topics

“Publications of the Law Library of 
Congress” (loc.gov/collections)

• 1940s – 2010s 

800+ reports online now, more 
coming every quarter

• Collaboration with GPO

Full bibliographic records created by 
GPO. Reports also discoverable in 

CGP.
Financial Disclosure Laws for Foreign Legislatures. 

Washington, D.C.: Law Library of Congress, 1973. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2019668661/

Legal Report Archive
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Legal Report Archive
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Digitization Status of the Legal Reports 

Archive

Performance Target: Increase discoverability of Law Library-generated 

research reports by preparing 2,000 reports (born-digital or digitized) for 

ingestion into CTS during FY20.

Quarter Milestone Accomplishment

Q1: Prepare 350 reports for 

CTS ingestion.

369 reports were ingested in CTS.

Q2: Prepare 450 reports for 

CTS ingestion (800 total)

A total of 1,424 GLRD reports were ingested directly by LAW staff, or being prepared 

to ingest in CTS (via Digital Scan Center); 627 reports over the target of 800 reports.

Q3: Prepare 550 reports for 

CTS ingestion (1350 total)

A total of 2,687 GLRD reports were ingested directly by LAW staff or being prepared 

to ingest in CTS (via Digital Scan Center.) 1,337 reports over Q3 1,350 target.  687 

reports over APG of 2,000.

Q4: Prepare 650 reports for 

CTS ingestion (2000 total)

A total of 2,698 GLRD reports were ingested directly by Law staff or being prepared 

to ingest in CTS (via Digital Scan Center.) 698 reports over the APG of 2,000.
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Congress.gov
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Questions?


