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Background  Information-Located  at West  
Point, NY

• Seeks to educate, train, and inspire Corps of 
Cadets so each graduate is a commissioned 
leader of character committed to Duty, Honor, 
and Country, and prepared for a career as a 
United States Army officer.

• Importance dates back to Revolutionary War 
when George Washington transferred 
headquarters to this strategically important 
location in 1779.

• 1802-President Thomas Jefferson signs 
legislation establishing U.S. Military Academy.

• Sylvanus Thayer (1785-1872) served as 
Superintendent from 1817-1833. Upgraded 
academic standards, instilled military 
discipline, and emphasized  honorable 
conduct.  He made civil engineering the 
foundation of USMA curriculum.



Sylvanus Thayer

• After the war, (1812) Thayer embarked on a 
two-year inspection tour of European military 
schools and installations, returning in 1817 to 
become superintendent at West Point. The 
educational and administrative reforms he 
initiated during his sixteen-year tenure 
created a preeminent school of engineering, 
making him remembered ever after as “the 
father of the Military Academy.”

• Thayer resigned as superintendent in 1833 
but remained an army engineer, working on 
harbor improvements in New England. He 
retired in 1863 with the rank of brigadier 
general. In 1867 this lifelong bachelor 
endowed the Thayer School of Engineering at 
Dartmouth College and designed the new 
school’s curriculum.



Background Information

• USMA graduates largely responsible for 
constructing early US railway lines, bridges,  
and  roads.

• Graduates such as Ulysses Grant, Robert E. 
Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and William T. 
Sherman set high military leadership 
standards in domestic and foreign wars.

• Post civil war development of other national 
technical schools saw curriculum broaden to 
other areas. Development of Army post-
graduate Command  and Staff colleges saw 
West Point become first step in continuing 
Army education.

• During World War I, USMA  graduates 
distinguished themselves on the  battlefield. 
Superintendent Douglas MacArthur sought to 
strengthen athleticism of cadets.

• Academy graduates such as Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, George Patton et. al.  Provided  
leadership during WWII. After World War  II 
curriculum revisions included understanding 
other cultures and rapid science/technology 
developments.

• 1964 President Johnson  signs legislation 
expanding enrollment from 2,529 to 4,417.

• 1976-Enrollment opened to women.  62 
women  graduated in 1980.  Humanities 
majors  have increased.



Admissions Requirements

• Fill  out candidate questionnaire in 
mid-January of your high school 
junior year.

• Be at least 17 and not older than 
22 of July 1 of the year you enter.

• Be U.S. citizen, unmarried, not 
pregnant, and not  legally 
responsible for child support.

• Contact  volunteer academy 
admission  support volunteers in 
your area.



Admission Requirements

• Step 3. Attend the Summer Leaders 
Experience

• The  Summer Leaders Experience (SLE) is an 
optional, week long, immersive experience in 
all four pillars of development at West Point. 
You'll experience academic seminars, military 
training, physical fitness, and character 
development at the world's preeminent 
leader development institution. SLE is not a 
requirement for admission to West Point, but 
we do encourage you to apply for the 
program so you can be sure that West Point is 
the place for you. 

• (The application portal is open for high school 
juniors between January 15 and March 15.)

• Apply for nomination by contacting your U.S. 
Congressional  Representative or  State’s U.S. 
Senators. Vice-President may also make 
nominations.

• Apply in Spring of junior year of high school.

• Additional nomination  options are if you are 
the child of a veteran, Medal of Honor 
recipient, or enrolled in a Reserve  Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) program.

• What are the academic requirements?    



Admission Requirements

• To qualify academically at West Point you 
should have an above average high school 
or college academic record. A complete 
transcript of your academic achievement 
will be evaluated to determine your 
qualification. You should perform well on 
the ACT, Inc. Assessment Program Test (ACT) 
or the SAT Reasoning Test. These tests 
demonstrate an indication of your potential 
for academic success during your first year 
in college.  

• To prepare yourself for the academic 
curriculum at West Point, you should 
complete four years of English with a strong 
emphasis on composition, grammar, 
literature and speech; four years of college 
preparatory mathematics, to include

• algebra, geometry, intermediate 
algebra, and trigonometry as a 
minimum; two years of a foreign 
language; two years of a laboratory 
science such as chemistry and 
physics, and one year of U.S. 
history, including courses in 
geography, government and 
economics. If your school includes 
a course in pre-calculus and 
calculus in its curriculum, and a 
basic computing course, these 
courses will be helpful in preparing 
you for your first year at West Point



First page  of Service Academy nomination  8 page 
questionnaire from Rep. Jim Baird (R-IN) 4th

congressional district



Service academies decide which 
nominees  to accept.
Candidates  notified of their 
admission  status in February of 
senior year of high school
Appointment offers generally sent out in May of applicants senior year of high 
school.

























U.S. Military Academy Library Depository 
0389 SuDoc D 109



USMA Library Digital Collections



1899 Annual Report of the Superintendent









Class Album 1902 



Class Ring 1984 







Feb. 8, 1856 Letter from Cadet Samuel Benjamin  to his father





West Point Art Collections-1795 view of 
Hudson River area before USMA established 



Parade Ground Looking North 1827



View of Hudson River Narrows from Fort 
Putnam-1850



Winfield Scott (1861)(1786-1866)-Served  as General from 1814-1861-unsuccessful 
Whig presidential candidate



Photo of Dennis Hart Mahan(1802-1871)(left) by William Stockbridge (?-1933) 
(right) Mahan was Professor of Engineering from 1824-1871, wrote highly 
influential publications,  and was father of  naval historian and theorist  Alfred 
Thayer Mahan (1840-1914)  



West Point Postcards-1930 Aerial View



Cadets in Formation 1941



West Point Military Atlases















Southern Iraq-Isolation of Baghdad (March 29-April 7, 2003)



USMA Research Centers

• Army Cyber Institute

• Combating Terrorism Center

• Center for Data Analysis & 
Statistics

• Center for Holocaust & Genocide 
Studies

• Center for the Study of Civil 
Military Operations

• Modern War  Institute

• Office  of Economic & 
Manpower Analysis

• Robotics Research Center

• West Point Center for the Rule of 
Law

• West Point Simulation Center



Combating Terrorism Center www.ctc.usma.edu/
Established after  9/11 terrorist attacks.

https://www.ctc.usma.edu/
























Modern War Institute Modern War Institute -
(usma.edu) Established 

https://mwi.usma.edu/




















Athletics:  West Point has intramural and  competitive sports teams 
competing in NCAA

• Competitive Sports Outcomes
• To develop warrior athletes of 

character and build teams of 
significance.

• Competitive Sports Vision
• To become the premier sports 

education program in America for 
teaching character through sport 
and winning the right way

• Played college football since 1890!.
• Competes with Naval  and Air Force 

academy for annual Commander-
in-Chief trophy.  



West Point Football & Other Sports Impact

• 23 Cadet players inducted into 
College  Football Hall of Fame.

• President Dwight Eisenhower and 
General Omar  Bradley were  on  
1912 football team.

• Doc Blanchard  won 1945 Heisman 
Trophy.

• Glenn Davis won 1946 Heisman 
Trophy.

• Pete Dawkins won 1958 Heisman 
Trophy

• Not  affiliated  with any 
conference.

• 2020 football team went 9-3  
narrowly losing to West Virginia in 
Liberty Bowl.

• Basketball:
• Bob  Knight  head coach 1965-

1971-record 102-50-later Indiana 
University Basketball Coach

• Duke University’s Mike Krzyzewski 
head   coach 1975-1980-record 73-
59 (1969 West Point graduate)



Additional Reading 

• Robert M.S. McDonald, ed.

• University of Virginia Press, 
2004.

• ISBN-13 : 978-08139-2298-0

• 272 pages



Benefits  of Using U.S. Military Academy 
Information  Resources
• Learning  how to be  appointed to 

the U.S. Military Academy
• Gaining  enhanced understanding 

of the historical and contemporary 
significance of this institution in 
American  life and culture.

• Learn about  this institution’s 
current educational and  research 
activities.

• Gaining enhanced understanding  
and appreciation of individuals 
who have attended and graduated 
from  USMA.

• Learn about the experiences of 
relatives and  friends  who have 
attended here.

• Understand the unique physical 
environment surrounding the 
academy.

• Learn how USMA units are 
contributing to debate on 
emerging military and national 
security topics in land power and 
other  national security 
policymaking arenas.



Questions?


