Jsing IT & Tearn Teacning to
Promoie Government
Inforrnation
UIC’s Use of Blackboard for Public
Policy Analysis



e Allows students to study detailed process in-depth

Allows Librarian to concentrate on introducing complex
ISsues

e Enhances communication

e Provides integrated learning between librarian and
students

Helps students learn to transform information to
knowledge

And then turn this knowledge into empowerment



Overview of Legislative Process
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Legislative Tracing
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Links for Additional Access
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Further Reading
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Tips for successful legislative history
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A, culjmpreher;si\re legislative history should answer the following questions and provide full citations.
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- Miha introduced the bill?

- What was the bill about?

. Why was it considered necessary?

 Wvhat chamber first introduced the bill?

. Were there any cosponsors?

. What day was it introduced?

s it a new law ar does it amend existing law?

. Did the sponsori(s) have anything to say when the bill was introduced?
. |z there a companian version of this bill?

. Wvas this bill assiged to a committes or subcommitte?

. If 0, which committee(s)or subcommittees?

. Were there hearings?

. Wvere they public or closed-door hearings?

. Wwha testified at the hearings?

Wvho supported and who opposed?

. Wwhen were the hearings held?

. WWag the bill amended in committee or subcommitte?

. Did the committes (5] request additional research for background?
. Did the committee(s) issue a repont?

. Did they support ar not suppart the bill?

. Wvhen was the bill reported out the committees and sent ta the chambers for debate and vote?
. WWas there debate? Further amendments, or was it sent back to committee.
. WWas the bill passed by bath chambers?

. W¥as there a conference committee?

. When was the final vote on the legislation?

. Wvhen was it sent to the president?

. Wvhen did the president sign or veto the legislation?

. If he did nat sign it, did Congress overturn his veto?

. Did the presidant have anything ta say about the legislation?

. Wwhat is the bills Public Law number and official Statutes citation?




Use Statistics
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From Legislation to Policy

e Blackboard allows the librarian to engage with the
students individually, small group, or the entire class via
email. Also, we are able to have an imbedded link to our
Ask A Librarian service for the students to send
guestions directly to the reference desk.

e The teaching faculty and the librarian collaborate to
Insure that the students get the best information.



We have found ...

... users are more likely to come to the library
because use of Blackboard increased their curiosity

... the more we offer on Blackboard, the more
students ask other faculty for similar integration with
the Library.

... faculty have more time in their class to focus on
what they want rather than spending time answering
technical questions about government information
(the difference between a congressional hearing,
report, bill, etc. versus a white house report)
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