
August 15, 2001

Library of California
California Digital Library 1

Counting California --
Information facts and data about the Golden State

California Digital Library

Counting California: A Citizen’s 
Gateway to Public Data

Trisha Cruse, 
Project Manager, Counting California

California Digital Library 
August 16, 2001 -- Library of California

Counting California: in a nutshell

One stop shopping for data and statistics about California

Target a variety of users

Core components: 
To provide flexible, predictable, user-friendly access 
To guarantee uniform and persistent access
To use digital content to create tools and services to 
meet our community needs
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Why Counting California?

Challenges presented by agency data
Data discovery in a distributed environment

Variety of formats and mediums
CD-ROM
HTML tables
Spreadsheets… etc

No mechanism for preservation or persistent access

What data are in Counting California?

State Data:
California Statistical 
Abstract
Historical Census
Legal Immigration
STAR Data
Race/Ethnic Population
Vital Statistics Data

Federal Data:
Census 2000
1990 Census
County Business 
Patterns
USA Counties



August 15, 2001

Library of California
California Digital Library 3

Counting California --
Information facts and data about the Golden State

Integration is the backbone

California Agencies Federal Agencies
start with data

Counting California 

It is all about the user!
Data Discovery is user focused

Provide multiple entry points into the data: Topic, 
Geography, Title, Agency, Search
Ensure no data dead-ends – never return 0 results

Data Delivery is user focused
Provide standard display regardless of original format 
of data
Provide the ability to customize… geography, tables, 
and more
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California Statistical Abstract

U.S. Census Data

US Department of Education
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Counting California: for more info 

http://countingcalifornia.cdlib.org

Patricia Cruse, Project Leader
patricia.cruse@ucop.edu


