
The National Library Service for the Blind and Print 
Disabled (NLS), Library of Congress, administers a free 
library service for individuals who are unable to read 
or use regular print materials because of a visual, 
physical, or perceptual disability. Through a network 
of cooperating libraries, eligible residents of the 
United States and its territories and US citizens living 
abroad may borrow braille and talking books free of charge. 

Am I Eligible for NLS? 

Any resident of the United States or US citizen living abroad who is unable to read or use 
normal print materials as a result of temporary or permanent a visual, physical, or perceptual 
disability may receive service through NLS. This includes individuals who cannot use standard 
printed materials because they have:

•	 a visual impairment or are blind

•	 physical limitations

•	 a perceptual reading disability, such as dyslexia 

What is available from NLS?
Bestsellers, biographies, fictional works, and how-to books—for readers from preschool to 
adults—are available in audio, braille, and print/braille formats. NLS also produces titles in 
Spanish and other languages, more than 75 audio and braille magazines, and the largest 
accessible collection of music instruction and appreciation materials of its kind in the world! 

NLS offers free of charge:
•	 The BARD Mobile app and immediate downloads of digital 

materials in audio and braille 
•	 Playback equipment and accessories to use for talking books and 

magazines on cartridges or downloaded through BARD online
•	 A national reference and referral service that provides 

information on issues related to blindness and disabilities
•	 Library services to US citizens who are blind or have a 

physical disability, and live abroad 
•	 Training and certification in braille transcribing and 

proofreading 

Apply for free library service today!

Call 888-NLS-READ (888-657-7323) 
or visit www.loc.gov/ThatAllMayRead.

Free 
Braille and 

Talking 
Books



For service, call the library for your state. US citizens residing in foreign countries call (202) 707-9261.
State      City    Toll-Free     Local Number   Email
Alabama    Montgomery  (800) 392-5671  (334) 213-3921   bph@apls.state.al.us
Alaska      Juneau    (888) 820-4525  (907) 465-1304   tbc@alaska.gov 
Arizona      Phoenix    (800) 255-5578  (602) 255-5578   talkingbooks@azlibrary.gov
Arkansas    Little Rock   (866) 660-0885  (501) 682-1155   nlsbooks@Library.Arkansas.gov
California    Los Angeles   (800) 808-2555  (323) 660-3880   bils@brailleinstitute.org
California    Sacramento   (800) 952-5666  (916) 654-0640   btbl@library.ca.gov
Colorado    Denver    (800) 685-2136  (303) 727-9277   ctbl.info@cde.state.co.us
Connecticut    Rocky Hill   (800) 842-4516  (860) 721-2020   csl.lbph@ct.gov
Delaware    Dover    (800) 282-8676  (302) 739-4748   debph@lib.de.us
District of Columbia  Washington          (202) 727-2142   DCPLaccess@dc.gov
Florida	 		 	 	 	 Daytona	Beach	 	 (800)	226-6075	 	 (386)	239-6000	 	 	OPAC_Librarian@dbs.fldoe.org
Georgia      Morrow    (800) 248-6701  (404) 657-1452   glass@georgialibraries.org
Hawaii      Honolulu   (800) 559-4096  (808) 733-8444   olbcirc@librarieshawaii.org
Idaho      Boise    (800) 458-3271  (208) 334-2150   talkingbooks@libraries.idaho.gov
Illinois	 		 	 	 	 Springfield	 	 	 (800)	426-0709	 	 (217)	785-0022	 	 	isltbbs@ilsos.net				
Indiana      Indianapolis   (800) 622-4970  (317) 232-3684   tbbl@library.in.gov
Iowa      Des Moines   (800) 362-2587  (515) 281-1333   library@blind.state.ia.us
Kansas      Emporia    (800) 362-0699  (620) 341-6280   KTB@ks.gov
Kentucky    Frankfort   (800) 372-2968  (502) 564-5791   ktbl.mail@ky.gov
Louisiana    Baton Rouge  (800) 543-4702  (225) 342-0035   tbbl@state.lib.la.us
Maine      Augusta    (800) 762-7106  (207) 287-5650   chrboynton@mestate.lib.me.us
Maryland    Baltimore   (800) 964-9209  (410) 230-2424   reference.desk@maryland.gov
Massachusetts   Watertown   (800) 852-3133  (617) 972-7240   library@perkins.org
Michigan    Lansing    (800) 992-9012  (517) 373-5614   BTBL@michigan.gov
Minnesota    Faribault   (800) 722-0550  (507) 333-4828   mn.btbl@state.mn.us
Mississippi    Jackson    (800) 446-0892  (601) 432-4111   talkingbooks@mlc.lib.ms.us
Missouri	 	 	 	 Jefferson	City	 	 (800)	392-2614	 	 (573)	751-8720	 	 	wolfner@sos.mo.gov
Montana    Helena    (800) 332-3400  (406) 444-2064   mtbl@mt.gov
Nebraska    Lincoln    (800) 742-7691  (402) 471-4038   nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov
Nevada     Carson City   (800) 922-9334  (775) 684-3354   nvtalkingbooks@admin.nv.gov
New Hampshire   Concord    (800) 491-4200  (603) 271-3429   DCR-TalkingBooks@dncr.nh.gov
New Jersey    Trenton    (800) 792-8322  (609) 406-7179   tbbc@njstatelib.org
New Mexico    Santa Fe    (800) 456-5515  (505) 476-9770   sl.lbpd@state.nm.us
New York    Albany    (800) 342-3688  (518) 474-5935   tbbl@nysed.gov
New York    New York   (855) 697-6975  (212) 206-5400   talkingbooks@nypl.org
North Carolina   Raleigh    (888) 388-2460  (919) 733-4376   nclbph@ncdcr.gov
North Dakota   Bismarck   (800) 843-9948  (701) 328-1408   tbooks@nd.gov
Ohio     Cleveland   (800) 362-1262  (216) 623-2911   OLBPD@cpl.org
Oklahoma    Oklahoma City  (800) 523-0288  (405) 521-3514   olbph@okdrs.gov
Oregon     Salem    (800) 452-0292  (503) 378-5389   talkingbooks.info@state.or.us
Pennsylvania	 	 	 Philadelphia		 	 (800)	222-1754	 	 (215)	683-3213	 	 	flpblind@freelibrary.org
Pennsylvania   Pittsburgh   (800) 242-0586  (412) 687-2440   lbph@carnegielibrary.org
Puerto Rico    San Juan   (800) 981-8008  (787) 723-2519   de33797@miescuela.pr
Rhode Island   Providence          (401) 574-9310   talking.books@olis.ri.gov 
South Carolina   Columbia   (800) 922-7818  (803) 734-4611   tbsbooks@statelibrary.sc.gov
South Dakota   Pierre    (800) 423-6665  (605) 773-3131   talkbkreq@state.sd.us
Tennessee    Nashville   (800) 342-3308  (615) 741-3915   tlabm.tsla@tn.gov
Texas     Austin    (800) 252-9605  (512) 463-5458   tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov
Utah     Salt Lake City  (800) 453-4293  (801) 715-6789   blind@utah.gov
Vermont    Berlin    (800) 479-1711  (802) 828-3273   lib.ssu@vermont.gov
Virgin Islands   Christiansted         (340) 718-2250   regional.library@dpnr.vi.gov
Virginia     Richmond   (800) 552-7015  (804) 371-3661   barbara.mccarthy@dbvi.virginia.gov
Washington    Seattle    (800) 542-0866  (206) 615-0400   wtbbl@sos.wa.gov
West Virginia   Charleston   (800) 642-8674  (304) 558-4061   talkbks@wvlc.lib.wv.us
Wisconsin    Milwaukee   (800) 242-8822  (414) 286-3045   wtbbl@milwaukee.gov
Wyoming        Casper                  (307) 265-8818    brenda.ariosto@wyo.gov    10/20

Free Digital Talking Books for People Unable to Read Regular Print 


