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JUSTICE DEPT. INTELLIGENCE RELATED ACTIVITIES 

• Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

• Cybercrime.gov

• Foreign Agent Registration Act

• Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) Court

• National Security Division

• Office of Privacy & Civil Liberties



Counterintelligence missions include:

Protecting the U.S. from terrorist attack

Protecting the U.S. from foreign intelligence operations and espionage

Protecting the U.S. against cyber attacks and high-technology crimes.

Combating transnational and national criminal organizations and 

enterprises

www.fbi.gov/investigate/counterintelligence

56 U.S. field offices and 63 foreign legal attaches

18 USC 1831 and 18 USC 1832 key governing statutes.

http://www.fbi.gov/investigate/counterintelligence


FBI COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

• Counterintelligence responsibilities begin in 1917; nine years 

after Bureau’s 1908 creation.

• Foreign Influence Task Force-Characteristics of foreign 

influence operations include:

• Targeting U.S. officials and other U.S. individuals through 

traditional intelligence tradecraft.

• Criminal efforts to suppress voting and illegal campaign 

financing.

• Cyber attacks against voting infrastructure with computer 

intrusions targeting elected officials and others.

















FBI VAULT  HTTPS://VAULT.FBI.GOV/

• Features over 6,700 documents 

and other media containing 

selected historic FBI mission 

records.  Categories covered 

include:

• Bureau Personnel

• Counterterrorism

• Foreign Counterintelligence

• Fugitives

• Organizations

• Organized Crime

• Political Figures

• Popular Culture

• Public Corruption

• Violent Crime

• World War II



JULIUS ROSENBERG (1918-1953) ARMY SIGNAL CORPS EMPLOYEE AND COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER CONVICTED OF 

PASSING NUCLEAR SECRETS TO SOVIET UNION.  EXECUTED JUNE 19, 1953.

























Legal authorities: 28 USC 611 & 28 CFR 5

























ESTABLISHED IN 1978 WITH ENACTMENT OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT P.L. 95-

511 50 USC 1801-1885C

• Based in Washington, DC. Consists of 11 federal 

district court judges designated by Supreme 

Court Chief Justice.

• Each judge serves maximum seven years and 

terms are staggered to ensure continuity.

• Judges must come from at least 7 U.S. judicial 

circuits and three judges must live within 20 

miles of Washington, DC.

• Judges typically sit for one week at a time on 

a rotating basis.

• Court reviews electronic surveillance, 

physical search, and investigative actions for 

foreign intelligence purposes.

• Court work occurs ex parte with only one 

party knowing and the other party not knowing 

or participating. This is due to the need to 

protect classified national security 

information.































































OFFICE OF PRIVACY & CIVIL LIBERTIES

• Reviews, oversees, and coordinates DOJ privacy operations.

• Ensures DOD compliance with 1974 Privacy Act, 2002 E-Government Act, 2014 

Federal Information Security Modernization Act (FISMA), and 2015 Judicial 

Redress Act.

• Develops departmental privacy training.

• Prepares privacy-related reporting to the President & Congress.

• Reviews DOJ information-handling practices to ensure consistency with 

protecting privacy and civil liberties.











CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES

• U.S. Govt. has used contingency secret service funding for 

intelligence operations since George Washington 

Administration.

• After 1947 CIA Establishment, congressional oversight 

assigned to House & Senate Armed Services Committees 

and House & Senate Appropriations Committee Defense 

Subcommittees. Joint Intelligence Committee proposed in 

1948 and after.

• Actual awareness of CIA and intelligence agencies activities 

limited to committee and subcommittee chairs and ranking 

members.

• Congressional staff awareness limited to one or two senior 

staff members of these committees/subcommittees who 

worked to ensure intelligence agency needs were included in 

DOD budget.

• Periodic reform proposals made but didn’t go anywhere.

• Increasing public disenchantment with Vietnam War, 

Watergate, and media revelation controversial intelligence 

agency actions, such as covert operations, brought about 

pressure for reform and enhanced congressional oversight.
• Senate Select Intelligence Committee established May 19, 

1976.

• House Select Intelligence Committee established July 14, 

1977.



HOUSE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

CHAIR REP. ADAM SCHIFF (D-CA) RANKING MEMBER REP. DEVIN NUNES (R-CA)

• Subcommittees:

• CIA Subcommittee

• Dept. of Defense Intelligence and 

Overhead Architecture Subcommittee

• Emerging Threats Subcommittee

• NSA and Cybersecurity Subcommittee































INTELLIGENCE LEGAL REFERENCE BOOK 2016





CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE (CRS)















BENEFITS OF STUDYING JUSTICE DEPT. AND CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE 

INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RESOURCES

Understanding the Justice Dept’s role 
in U.S. historic, current, and emerging 
intelligence activities and operations.

Understanding the role of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court and 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
(FISA)

Gaining enhanced awareness of the 
continuing balancing act between 
national security and civil liberties.

Gaining enhanced awareness of the 
importance of cybersecurity in 
intelligence operations and personal 
privacy and the importance of 
economic espionage.

Learning about the roles played by 
congressional intelligence oversight 
committees in intelligence agency 
operations.

Understanding the legal infrastructure 
behind U.S. intelligence agencies

Questions?


