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Introduction 

• Service = Awareness + Access 

• Multiple Paths to an Electronic Collection 

• Not Everyone Has to do Everything 

• Everyone Ought to Try Something 
 According to their resources and abilities. 
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Water, water, everywhere 
Digital collection development  

for “drought prevention” 

Scope of the problem 
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Scope of the problem (II) 

 

Link rot 

2014 Link Rot Report, Chesapeake Digital Preservation Group. http://bit.ly/2014-link-rot-report 
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Drops, waterfalls and oceans 

 

Flickr waterfall picture by discordia1967. That’s actually me 

at Hanakapi`ai falls in Kauai :-) 

 

Fotopedia image by Marcus Revertegat. Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 license. 

 

Flickr photo by Elle Is Oneirataxic. Attribution-

NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic Creative 

Commons license 

 

EEMs Web Archiving LOCKSS-USDOCS 
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EEMs 

• Everyday Electronic Materials 

• Serendipitous fugitive collection 

• Currently tracking 8 agencies (from 
lostdocs.freegovinfo.info) 

• Collecting the Web 1 drop at a time! 

 

http://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/10355660 
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Harvesting the ocean 

• Harvesting Websites since 2007 with Archive-it 
 Fugitive agency sites (GAO, EPA, NACA/NASA, NBII etc) 

 FOIA reading rooms and FOIA’d documents 

 CRS Reports 

 US Budget 

 Climate change and environmental policy 

 FRUS 

 https://archive-it.org/organizations/159 

 

Creating FDLP reservoirs 

 

 
 

Flickr photo by Black.Dots. CC BY-NC-ND 2.0. http://bit.ly/hetchhetchy-reservoir 
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Creating FDLP reservoirs (II) 

• Things everyone can/should do: 
 Keep track of your favorite agency’s publications/data 

 Submit fugitives to GPO (and lostdocs.freegovinfo.info!) 

 Save documents to local Web servers and/or upload to 
the Internet Archive (“seeding the cloud”) 

 Build Web-harvested collections that your local 
community wants/needs 

 Join LOCKSS-USDOCS 

 

This is YOUR FDLP. Participate! 

 
 

Colophon 

“...let us save what remains: not by vaults and locks 
which fence them from the public eye and use in 
consigning them to the waste of time, but by such a 
multiplication of copies, as shall place them beyond 
the reach of accident.”  

— Thomas Jefferson, February 18, 1791 
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Further reading 
• Future of the Federal Depository Library Program. Free Government 

Information. http://freegovinfo.info/taxonomy/term/1087  

• “Digital Deposit.” http://freegovinfo.info/taxonomy/term/3 

• Preservation for all: LOCKSS-USDOCS and our digital future. James 
Jacobs and Victoria Reich, Stanford University Libraries. Documents to 
the People (DttP) Volume 38:3 (Fall 2010).                                                              
http://freegovinfo.info/system/files/lockssusdocs-dttp38%283%29.pdf 

• Everyday Electronic Materials in Policy and Practice. Coalition for 
Networked Information (CNI) project briefing. Fall 2010. Katherine Kott. 
http://sn.im/eems-report  

• A Guide to Distributed Digital Preservation. K. Skinner and M. Schultz, 
Eds. (Atlanta, GA: Educopia Institute, 2010).                                   
http://www.metaarchive.org/GDDP  

• http://lockss-usdocs.stanford.edu  

• When we depend on pointing instead of collecting.                                    
http://freegovinfo.info/node/3900 

James R. Jacobs 

Depository Library Council 

Virtual Meeting 

December 3, 2014 

Building Your Electronic 
Collection 

Through Outbound Linking 
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Building Electronic Collections 
by Outbound Linking: 
It’s all about Service 

Calhoun, Karen S., Joanne Cantrell, Peggy Gallagher, and Diane Cellantani. 

Online catalogs: What users and librarians want. OCLC Inc., 2009. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/reports/onlinecatalogs/fullreport.pdf  

Biennial Survey 1997 

1,159 survey responses 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/reports/onlinecatalogs/fullreport.pdf
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Biennial Survey 2013 

1,177 survey responses 

Biennial Survey 2013 

1,177 survey responses 
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Ideas for Building Electronic 
Collections (by outbound 
linking) 

1. Adding links to older documents in existing catalog records 

2. Integration HathiTrust through OAI-PMH Harvesting 

3. Record Loading Projects (vendor-supplied MARC records) 

4. Feature and Link to GPO Information Products 

Adding Links to Older Documents 
URL Addition Projects: The  Hunt 

Some libraries do not allow adding URLs to tangible format records, 
wanting instead to have separate records for the online format. But if your 
library does allow for this, you may want to consider adding links to 
selected older docs. Here are just a few of the many places you can look 
(in addition to Google Web): 

 

• UNT Digital Library - 
http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ATOZ/browse/  

• Dept. of Labor Digital Library - 
http://www.dol.gov/oasam/wirtzlaborlibrary/digital/  

• NASA Technical Report Server - http://ntrs.nasa.gov/ 

• Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) - http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/ 

• National Agricultural Library Digital Collections - 
http://naldc.nal.usda.gov/naldc/  

 

 

 

1 

http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ATOZ/browse/
http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/ATOZ/browse/
http://www.dol.gov/oasam/wirtzlaborlibrary/digital/
http://www.dol.gov/oasam/wirtzlaborlibrary/digital/
http://ntrs.nasa.gov/
http://ntrs.nasa.gov/
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/
http://naldc.nal.usda.gov/naldc/
http://naldc.nal.usda.gov/naldc/
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Adding Links to Older Documents 
URL Addition Projects: The  Hunt 

• In the past I have had library school students hunt 
for older documents without URLs, suggest a good 
URL for addition, then add them myself to the 
MARC records. This is very time-consuming, but 
rewarding. 

• You can enlist willing student workers, perhaps 
working at your reference desk, to look for these in 
their spare time. 

1 

HathiTrust: Creating a Registry of 
US Federal Government Documents 

• http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_registry  

• “more than 400,000 documents currently in HathiTrust”  

• Two ways to get HathiTrust records: record loading and 
harvesting 

Record Loading - Locally managed 

records OIA Harvested Records 

PRO CON PRO CON 

Able to locally manage 
records 

Have to locally manage 
records 

Records can be updated 
automatically 

Unable to manage records. 
Only able to purge and 
refresh 

Can use a URL tracking 
prefix if desired 

http://www.hathitrust.org/data  

2 

http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_registry
http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_registry
http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_registry
http://www.hathitrust.org/usgovdocs_registry
http://www.hathitrust.org/data
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HathiTrust and OAI-PMH* 
Three ways to do this: 

1. Your own system. Since this is an open standard, libraries 
with programming ability may be able to link out 
themselves to HathiTrust content 
(http://www.hathitrust.org/data). 

2. Some ILS vendors can harvest HathiTrust content into 
the local catalog, or into a local repository within the ILS. 

3. All the major discovery tools now offer HathiTrust 
content.  

2 

*Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting 

HathiTrust Harvesting in a 
Local Catalog 2 

http://www.hathitrust.org/data
http://www.hathitrust.org/data
http://www.openarchives.org/OAI/openarchivesprotocol.html
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HathiTrust Records and Discovery 
Tools 

• Each of the major discovery tools have a way to make HathiTrust 
records discoverable. Since a large percentage of these records 
are US government documents, this can be a great way to expose 
users with full text of older government information. 

2 

Record Loading Projects – vendor-
supplied MARC records 

• Some vendors will supply MARC records for a fee or 
sometimes for free 

• Of course, this means that you can afford to own or 
subscribe to these databases. 

3 
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Record Loading Projects – vendor-
supplied MARC records 

• Some examples of vendor-supplied MARC records: 
 Readex Digital Serial Set - 353,240 Readex American State Papers 

- 6,278 records 

 ProQuest Digital Serial Set – 381,129 records 

 ProQuest Digital Hearings – 93,531 records through 2011 

 ProQuest House & Senate Unpublished Hearings – 44,655 records 

 ProQuest Executive Branch Documents (1879-1932) – coming 
soon 

 Dept. of Energy, Office of Scientific and Technical Information 
(OSTI) - 386,735 records 

 HathiTrust public domain record (includes government 
documents) – 400,000+ records 

3 

• Catalog of Government Publications (CGP) – 
http://catalog.gpo.gov/ 
When you need to go beyond your item selections, search the 
CGP.  It includes PURLs to online content. 

• FDLP Basic Collection – You likely already have all these records in 
your catalog, but helpful to browse them all in one place. 

• FDsys - http://fdsys.gov/ Deep searching (full text) of GPO content. 

• GPO’s Metalib - http://metalib.gpo.gov/ – simultaneously searches 
metadata of more than 50 federal government publication catalogs, 
federal library catalogs, and specialized indexes.    

Feature and Link to GPO 
Information Products 4 

http://catalog.gpo.gov/
http://catalog.gpo.gov/
http://catalog.gpo.gov/
http://www.fdlp.gov/requirements-guidance-2/collections-and-databases/1442-basic-collection
http://fdsys.gov/
http://fdsys.gov/
http://metalib.gpo.gov/
http://metalib.gpo.gov/
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How to Track all This?  

• Method One: GPO’s PURL tracking 

• Method Two: DIY Local URL Tracking 

GPO PURL Tracking Local URL Tracking 

Any PURL clickthrough from an 

institution 

Any URL clickthrough via the OPAC 

Broad view: top PURLS and overall 

numbers 

Narrow view: specific PURLS/URLS and 

then can derive titles, SuDocs, etc. 

Wait for GPO to aggregate data Instant access to data 

For more on doing this yourself, listen to the May 20, 2014 iCohere session, or view the 

PowerPoint presentation. 

Outbound Linking: It’s All 
About Service 

Contact: 

Christopher C. Brown 

University of Denver, Main Library 

christopher.brown@du.edu 

http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=Collecting Usage Statistics for eGovernment Resources&dseq=21288&dtseq=86533&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=''&PAN=2&bDTC=0&MTB=true&blog=0&dtxtseq=528174&rss=1
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=Collecting Usage Statistics for eGovernment Resources&dseq=21288&dtseq=86533&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=''&PAN=2&bDTC=0&MTB=true&blog=0&dtxtseq=528174&rss=1
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=Collecting Usage Statistics for eGovernment Resources&dseq=21288&dtseq=86533&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=''&PAN=2&bDTC=0&MTB=true&blog=0&dtxtseq=528174&rss=1
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=Collecting Usage Statistics for eGovernment Resources&dseq=21288&dtseq=86533&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=''&PAN=2&bDTC=0&MTB=true&blog=0&dtxtseq=528174&rss=1
http://www.slideshare.net/cbrownlibrarian/collecting-usage-statistics-for-egovernment-resources
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Some Questions For You 

Some Questions For Us 


